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English Language Pathways 
This section shows the English Language pathways for both secondary and tertiary.  

English Language and Literacy Pathways in the secondary sector 
The English Language (EL) and the English for Academic Purposes (EAP) unit standards offer an additional literacy pathway for 
learners who will require targeted ESOL support from Year 9 to Year 13.  

The flow chart below shows how these standards can be used as building blocks towards the NCEA Literacy co-requisites, as well as 
University Entrance literacy requirements. It also shows the relationships between the EL and EAP unit standards and the English 
Language Learning Progressions (ELLP) stages and Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) levels. 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/ncea.education.govt.nz/standards-approved-ncea-co-requisite-during-transition-period-2024-2027___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86MWY0YTA5NTk5ZDMxNmM3MTRhYTBiNjgyOTE2MzVmMmE6NzphZmJmOjdkNTExODQzZWI4MGY5NTQ1ZWEwZDAwZjg4OGQwOTI5ZmNlYmY2NDFiZjMyMDYwZmVjYzkwNjE0ZDAxYWRmYjM6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/understanding-secondary-quals/university-entrance/literacy-for-ue/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86MWY0YTA5NTk5ZDMxNmM3MTRhYTBiNjgyOTE2MzVmMmE6Nzo5ZjdkOjk4YWEyMWVkMzVkYzU2NjBmZDBlY2ZmYTJhODQzOWI3YmUwMTk2ZDQ4MjE4OTgwNDlkNTEyMDE3ZWYxYTAyNDc6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/ellp-and-ellp-pathway/5637238336.p___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86MWY0YTA5NTk5ZDMxNmM3MTRhYTBiNjgyOTE2MzVmMmE6NzozMzQxOjBmMGI3NzExYzZjYTQ2NGEzMzQ4YjcwOGMzNzRkMTk1MmM0YWYwOTIzYzkxMjUyOWJlNzIzMzMwOGEzMzJiNTg6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/ellp-and-ellp-pathway/5637238336.p___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86MWY0YTA5NTk5ZDMxNmM3MTRhYTBiNjgyOTE2MzVmMmE6NzozMzQxOjBmMGI3NzExYzZjYTQ2NGEzMzQ4YjcwOGMzNzRkMTk1MmM0YWYwOTIzYzkxMjUyOWJlNzIzMzMwOGEzMzJiNTg6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/table-1-cefr-3.3-common-reference-levels-global-scale___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86MWY0YTA5NTk5ZDMxNmM3MTRhYTBiNjgyOTE2MzVmMmE6Nzo1YTBkOmU4NDFjZTYyNjJjZTQ0M2U1ZWU5NWY4NTU0ZjllYTdkYTZlOTY2MDcxZWU1Mjk4YmIzZWY2YTdlZDcwOTQyY2U6cDpUOk4
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Level 1 English Language (EL) unit standards 
• are at a level informed by two Common European Framework Reference (CEFR) levels – A1 for learners at Foundation Stage 

ELLP and A2 for learners at Stage 1 Language Learning Progressions (ELLP). 
Level 2 unit standards  

• are at a level informed by CEFR Level low B1 to mid B1 for learners at Stage 2 ELLP.  
Level 3 unit standards - General and Applied 

• General unit standards are at a level informed by CEFR Level High B1 for learners at Stage 3. 
• Applied unit standards are at a level informed by CEFR Level low B2 for learners at High Stage 3 to Stage 4.  

 
The English for Academic Purposes (EAP)  

• Level 3 unit standards are at a level informed by CEFR Level low B2 for learners at High Stage 3 to Stage 4 ELLP. 
• Level 4 EAP unit standards are at a level informed by CEFR Level mid B2 for learners at Stage 4 ELLP. 
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Two Level 3 EAP unit standards have been approved for English language learners with current or historic ESOL funding and 
international fee-paying students for the NCEA co-requisites for literacy during the transition period (2024-2027). These are: 

 
30507 – Write a short text under test conditions in English for an academic purpose (5 credits) 
30511 – Read and process information on a familiar topic in English for academic purposes (6 credits) 
 

See: Approved standards for literacy for the 2024-2027 transition period.  
 
Three Level 4 EAP unit standards are approved for University Entrance Literacy. These are: 

 
22749 – Write a text under test conditions in English for an academic purpose (5 credits) 
22750 – Write a crafted text using researched material in English for an academic purpose (6 credits) 
22751 – Read and process information in English for an academic purpose (6 credits)  
 

Please note that 22750 counts for reading and writing while 22749 is only for writing and 22751 is only for reading. For example, a 
learner could achieve 22750 and use this for their University Entrance reading credits.  Then, they would need to achieve 22749 for 
their University Entrance writing credit. Alternatively, a learner could use 22750 for their writing credits and then use 22751 for their 
reading credits.  
 
See: EAP university entrance literacy 
 
These three Level 4 EAP unit standards can also contribute to the Academic English Language Requirement (AELR) for the University 
of Auckland.  
 
See: Academic English Language Requirement  
 
Please see the New Zealand Certificate in English Language (NZCEL) Supporting Document to understand tertiary pathways. 
 
  

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/ncea.education.govt.nz/standards-approved-ncea-co-requisite-during-transition-period-2024-2027___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86MWY0YTA5NTk5ZDMxNmM3MTRhYTBiNjgyOTE2MzVmMmE6NzphZmJmOjdkNTExODQzZWI4MGY5NTQ1ZWEwZDAwZjg4OGQwOTI5ZmNlYmY2NDFiZjMyMDYwZmVjYzkwNjE0ZDAxYWRmYjM6cDpUOk4#:%7E:text=Load%20more%20results-,Standards%20approved%20for%20NCEA%20Co%2Drequisite%20during,transition%20period%20(2024%2D2027)&text=How%20the%20NCEA%20recognises%20skills,awarded%20any%20level%20of%20NCEA
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/understanding-secondary-quals/university-entrance/literacy-for-ue/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86MWY0YTA5NTk5ZDMxNmM3MTRhYTBiNjgyOTE2MzVmMmE6Nzo5ZjdkOjk4YWEyMWVkMzVkYzU2NjBmZDBlY2ZmYTJhODQzOWI3YmUwMTk2ZDQ4MjE4OTgwNDlkNTEyMDE3ZWYxYTAyNDc6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www.auckland.ac.nz/en/students/academic-information/aelr.html___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86MWY0YTA5NTk5ZDMxNmM3MTRhYTBiNjgyOTE2MzVmMmE6NzphZTBhOmQ4MTc1YjJiMGIxMmNmMGUyNjg5YWY5OWFmMDQyNmYxNmZmYWNjMzUwZmM2ZmQxODNmNWRkNTNiYjFjZDMzNTM6cDpUOk4
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English Language pathways and the New Zealand Certificate in English 
Language (NZCEL) in the tertiary sector 
In the tertiary sector, English Language pathways are through the NZCEL. This diagram links the Common European Framework 
Reference (CEFR), the International English Language Test System (IELTS), and the NZCEL. Further information about the NZCEL 
pathway can be found in The New Zealand Certificate in English Language (NZCEL) Supporting Document  
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Mapping the English Language and English for Academic Purposes Unit 
Standards to the NZCEL graduate profile outcomes  
 
English Language and English for Academic Purposes Unit Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening may be used by 
secondary schools and tertiary providers. Tertiary providers offer New Zealand Certificates in English Language (NZCEL) and are 
guided by graduate profile outcomes (GPOs). Download this PDF to view tables that map unit standards to the NZCEL graduate 
profile outcomes. Achievement of the unit standards may be used as evidence meeting requirements of the NZCEL qualifications.  
 
 

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/english-language/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/english-for-academic-purposes/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-and-standards/changes-to-qualifications-and-standards/qualification-reviews-and-developments/english-language/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/About-us/Consultations-and-reviews/EL-EAP-Aug-2025/English-language-matrix-for-unit-standards-23-June-2025.pdf
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