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Lara Beiert

From: MaryJane Parker
Sent: Friday, 26 November 2021 2:51 PM
To: Nadja Weijs
Cc: Elana McNeill; Karen Chow; Melissa Mead
Subject: RE: [ACTIONS FROM MEETING] NZQA/MOE fortnightly meeting

Categories: Contractors Group meeting

Kia ora 

Our response to the points raised by Elan and Karen: 

 

 

We will pass the point regarding the ‘justify’ questions found in Numeracy being similar in Pāngarau to our 
assessment development team for consideration. 

 

 

 

 
 

Karen your response re the Numeracy CAA writer is correct.   

No the number of attempts a student makes of an assessment is never recorded. 

There is no ‘pass mark’. Students need to show they have met the requirements of the standard across all of the 
evidence presented in the assessment activity. Some items assess evidence for one outcome while others for more 
than one outcome. A final judgement is made holistically across all of the evidence, which was the intent of the 
standard writers. 

 
 

 

Pleas get back to me if there is anything that requires further clarification. 

Ngā mihi 

Mary Jane 
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 Plus notes from Karen Chow: A few more questions/points of note arose in the kanohi ki te kanohi hui on Saturday (20 Nov):  

  

 
 

 Will the number of attempts required for a learner to gain the literacy or numeracy corequisite be noted on their Record of 
Learning/Record of Achievement?  

 What constitutes as a passing grade? This was a question of great interest from teachers ‐ I responded that learners must display 
understanding of all process ideas, and on balance show understanding of a range of content ideas. They seemed to be looking for a % pass 
mark, which doesn't align with the concept of standards‐based assessment, but any further clarity on this would be appreciated.  

  
 

 
 

  
 

 

Nadja Weijs | Project Manager | TP Secondary Tertiary Pathways and Transitions 

TP-Te Poutāhū 

 

DDI   
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issues with the CAA as it will slow down the browser. Partially due to this, ākonga would 
like a Reo Māori and reo Pākeha assessment, then they will better understand terms. This 
example has been set in NCEA TRM which is Māori, English, whilst NCEA Te Reo 
Pāngarau is Māori only   

Anei rā;  

 
 

   
 

3. Mehemea e pai ana ā rātou chromebooks ‐ kei te whakaaea tā rātou kuhu ki ngā 'sample 
assessments live' ērā i tuari ki ngā kura i tērā tau? Hei whakaharatau mataora nei. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Ngā mihi 
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Lara Beiert

From: Miriam Bookman <Miriam.Bookman@education.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, 21 October 2022 7:15 AM
To: Bill Dieckermann; Sue Chalmers
Subject: RE: Lit / Num Additional Questions - Sept Assessment Event

Kia ora kōrua  
 
Yesterday evening I was commissioned with the below reactives from Ellen. Can you please confirm you are 
comfortable with the responses? I need to get these to Ellen by 9am so will send through these if I do not hear back. 
 

1. Do you expect September’s assessment event results to be just as poor? 
 

Because the June assessment results are the first set of results from a sizeable pilot cohort, it is difficult to 
say whether these numbers will remain stable. This is because many schools and kura were using the 
assessments for the first time and entering full cohorts, as opposed to when learners were deemed ready 
for the assessment. This means that we could see an improvement in the results as schools and kura 
become more familiar with the assessment and assessment ready practices. That said, the results also 
reflect similar patterns in other measures (for example NMSSA), meaning that they could reflect ongoing 
achievement rates.  
 
We will continue to monitor the results of the September assessments as well as the results next year to 
build a picture of student achievement.  

 
2. How is September’s assessment event different to June / July’s? i.e. Is it a different cohort of schools 

and kura and/ or learners? Is it the same assessment? 
 
The September assessment had a mix of schools and kura, some of whom took part in the first 
assessment event, and some who did not. Some learners will have sat the assessment for a second time, 
and some will be sitting the assessment for the first time. An analysis of the cohort will be carried out 
and discussed in the evaluation. 
 
The September Common Assessment Activity is a different set of questions to the June assessment 
event, however it assesses against the same set of outcomes that are reflected in the standards.  

 
 

Miriam Bookman (she/her) | Senior Manager (Acting) Secondary Tertiary, Pathways and Transitions 

Te Poutāhū (Curriculum Centre) 
 

DDI | Mobile  

 

 

From: Amanda Broatch <Amanda.Broatch@education.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 20 October 2022 5:28 pm 
To: Miriam Bookman <Miriam.Bookman@education.govt.nz>; Bill Dieckermann 
<Bill.Dieckermann@education.govt.nz> 
Cc: Stephanie Melville <Stephanie.Melville@education.govt.nz>; Te Poutāhū ODS GCM 
<TePoutahu.ODS.GCM@education.govt.nz> 
Subject: Lit / Num Additional Questions ‐ Sept Assessment Event 
Importance: High 
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Kia ora Miriam and Bill 
 
Ellen has asked for a couple of more reactives please. 
 

1. Do you expect September’s assessment event results to be just as poor? 
2. How is September’s assessment event different to June / July’s? i.e. Is it a different cohort of schools 

and kura and/ or learners? Is it the same assessment? 
 
Can we have these answers for the morning please – by 9 am. 
 
Thanks 
 
Amanda 
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Lara Beiert

From: MaryJane Parker
Sent: Thursday, 21 July 2022 3:52 PM
To: Miriam Bookman; Melissa Mead; Michael Clark
Subject: RE: NCEA newsletter input

Categories: Contractors Group meeting

Thanks Miriam. Good to hear good news! Similar to what we have been hearing from our School Relationship 
Manager. 

Ngā mihi 
Mary Jane 

From: Miriam Bookman <Miriam.Bookman@education.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 21 July 2022 3:47 PM 
To: Melissa Mead <Melissa.Mead@nzqa.govt.nz>; Michael Clark <Michael.Clark@education.govt.nz>; MaryJane 
Parker <MaryJane.Parker@nzqa.govt.nz> 
Subject: FW: NCEA newsletter input 

FYI – I reached out to   for our Curriculum newsletter, but thought you might also want to see the positive 

feedback    

Miriam  

Miriam Bookman (she/her) | Senior Manager (Acting) Secondary Tertiary, Pathways and Transitions
Te Poutāhū (Curriculum Centre) 

DDI | Mobile 

From:    
Sent: Thursday, 21 July 2022 3:43 pm 
To: Miriam Bookman <Miriam.Bookman@education.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: NCEA newsletter input 

Hey Miriam 

Here’s a little bit from the team that ran the pilots here.  
A couple of disclaimers:  

 Our pilot for the first assessment window were small. Approx 30 students involved ‐For the first assessment
window we only piloted the reading and writing, not the numeracy. In the September assessment window
PHS will be doing all 3.

 We don't actually know how well the kids performed. I think results come through in mid‐August.

Overall, the literacy (and numeracy, if you just wanted to include that as well) pilot was a positive experience for the 
students and teachers involved. The students, who are all digital natives, found the software platform very user 
friendly. As long as the students have their NZQA learner logins sorted prior to sitting the common assessment 
activities (CAA), the actual navigation through the CAA was straightforward for the students. The trickiest aspect is 
making sure all the students have their NZQA learner logins ready to go beforehand.  
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On 18/07/2022, at 3:08 PM, Miriam Bookman <Miriam.Bookman@education.govt.nz> wrote: 

  
Kia ora   
 
Hope that things are well for you and you are you are enjoying the school holiday.  
 
Rob Mill has been in touch to say that he was pleased to hear some positive feedback from you on 
the literacy and numeracy pilot. I wondered if you wouldn’t mind going on record in a Curriculum 
newsletter with some positive feedback about the pilot? 
 
If so, I’d appreciate you sending a sentence or two through.  
 
Ngā mihi  
 
Miriam  
 

Miriam Bookman (she/her) | Senior Manager (Acting) Secondary Tertiary, Pathways and Transitions 

Te Poutāhū (Curriculum Centre) 
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However, there is always room for improvement, and NZQA values both the piloting process 
and the feedback we receive. This helps us continue to refine assessments and to support 
the goals of the NCEA Change programme. 

 

MoE questions 

Has the Qualification’s Authority resolved the concerns raised by the ministry in its 31 
October brief? 

Yes. 

 

Is the ministry confident the literacy and numeracy assessments that will be trialled 
this year will be fair, accurate and fit for purpose? 

Yes. All the external assessments NZQA develops undergo a rigorous process to ensure 
they are valid, fair, accurate and fit for purpose. 

However, there is always room for improvement, and NZQA values both the piloting process 
and the feedback they receive. 

 

Does the ministry have confidence in NZQA’s work developing and trialling the 
corequisite assessments? 

Yes. 

The nature of a piloting process means that regular refinements are to be expected, and 
NZQA and the Ministry continue to work closely together, valuing both the piloting process 
and the feedback received. 
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Lara Beiert

From: Miriam Bookman <Miriam.Bookman@education.govt.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 29 June 2022 11:16 AM
To: MaryJane Parker; Melissa Mead; Susan Henry
Cc: Michael Clark; Nadja Weijs
Subject: Some positive feedback

Categories: Contractors Group meeting

This morning we received this feedback from     

   St Andrew’s College. This is awesome praise from a key stakeholder    
We have completed the Literacy standards at St Andrew’s this week. I was supervising so able to see the tests.  
 
I thought the tests worked well, although suspect that my Year 10 class will learn that their shift key and the full stop 
is a requirement for the writing standard. I keep telling them! Now they might believe me! There was excellent 
guidance built into the writing questions, for those who read carefully.  

My class enjoyed the reading assessment. There was great coverage of ‘foundational literacy’ over the 8 questions. 
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