






4 
 

 
Final 2022 Enrolment-based NCEA and University Entrance National 
Attainment Statistics 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. The final 2022 NCEA and University Entrance (UE) attainment statistics are now available. 

This report provides an overview of these statistics, broken down by ethnicity, gender, 
decile and region. Next steps for public release of the statistics are also discussed. 
 

2. The Ministry of Education (the Ministry) has been consulted on this briefing.  The Ministry 
will provide you with a separate briefing with information about 2022 School Leavers’ data 
in July 2023. 

 
Background 
 
3. The enrolment-based NCEA and UE statistics NZQA publishes use year level to report on 

how many students are attaining the typical year level NCEA qualifications and UE Award 
among students who are still in school. 
 

4. A briefing on the provisional 2022 enrolment-based NCEA and UE attainment statistics 
was provided to you on 13 January 2023 [OC000611 refers].  That briefing included some 
early analysis on the effect on attainment of the COVID-19 related modifications to NCEA 
and UE. 
 

5. 2022 was the third year there have been COVID-19 related modifications made to NCEA 
and UE.  NZQA and the Ministry advised schools on 13 March this year that all COVID-19 
related qualification modifications would be discontinued for 2023 and onwards. 

 
6. The Ministry has provided provisional 2022 school leaver results for inclusion in this briefing 

which give further insight into attainment trends (paragraphs 19-21 below). 
 

Overall attainment  
 
7. NCEA and UE attainment data is not finalised until April each year.  This is because we 

allow for summer school results to be reported and schools can submit late results until the 
end of February. Students also have an opportunity to apply for reviews and 
reconsiderations of their externally assessed results.  
 

8. Attainment rates usually increase by one to two percentage points (pp) between January 
provisional numbers and April final reported numbers, particularly for Year 13 NCEA 
Level 3 and UE attainment. 

 

 
1 The 2013-2021 final attainment statistics in OC00061 are 0.1-0.2 pp out from published 2013-2021 statistics.  
In the generation of the data for the January briefing, the historical data was rerun, and some schools were 
omitted in error.  The data has been corrected for this briefing. The differences are not material, nor do they 
affect overall trends. 
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10. Figure 1 below gives a ten-year view of NCEA and UE attainment.   
  

 
Figure 1: Enrolment-based NCEA and University Entrance attainment 2013 – 2022 
 
11. Overall, final 2022 national attainment of NCEA (with the addition of Learning Recognition 

Credits) is lower than final attainment in 2021.  Compared to 2019 (the last year unaffected 
by COVID-19), final attainment of NCEA Level 2 for Year 12s is lower, while attainment of 
NCEA Level 3 and University Entrance for Year 13s is slightly higher.  Final NCEA Level 1 
attainment is lower than in 2019. Attainment of NCEA Level 1 by Year 11 students has 
been trending downwards for several years, as an increasing number of schools are not 
offering a full Level 1 assessment programme. 
 

National attainment by ethnicity, gender and decile band 
 
12. Appendix 1 figures 1 to 12 provide a more detailed breakdown of attainment for 2013 to 

2022, including by decile band, ethnicity, and gender. 
 

13. For all breakdowns, final 2022 attainment is lower than 2021.  Paragraphs 14-16 below 
summarise attainment trends comparing 2022 attainment to 2019 attainment, the last year 
unaffected by COVID-19. 
 

14. Final 2022 attainment for decile 1-3 schools is lower than 2019 for NCEA Levels 1, 2, 3 
and UE.  Final 2022 attainment for decile 4-7 and 8-10 schools is lower for NCEA Levels 1 
and 2, but higher for NCEA Level 3 and UE.  The greatest drop in attainment for NCEA 
Level 1 between 2019 and 2022 is for decile 8-10 schools (8.8 percentage points). This is 
an indication that there are numbers of Year 11 students who are in decile 8-10 schools 
that are no longer offering a full Level 1 assessment programme. 

 
15. Final 2022 attainment for Māori students is lower than 2019 for NCEA Levels 1 and 2, and 

higher for NCEA Level 3 and UE.  Final 2022 attainment for Pacific students is lower than 
2019 for NCEA Levels 1, 2 and 3, and UE. The most evident ethnicity attainment gap at all 
levels is between Māori and Pacific students, and Asian and European students. These 
gaps have not narrowed in 2022. 
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Appendix 1 
 

Enrolment-based national NCEA and UE attainment by decile band 2013 – 2022 
 
Figure 1: Year 11 NCEA Level 1 
 

 
 
Figure 2:  Year 12 NCEA Level 2 
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Figure 3:  Year 13 NCEA Level 3 
 

 
 
Figure 4:  Year 13 University Entrance 
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Enrolment-based national NCEA and UE attainment by ethnicity 2013 – 2022  
 
Figure 5: Year 11 NCEA Level 1 
 

 
 
Figure 6:  Year 12 NCEA Level 2 
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Figure 7:  Year 13 NCEA Level 3 

 
 
Figure 8:  Year 13 University Entrance 
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Enrolment-based national NCEA and UE attainment by gender 2013 – 2022  
 
Figure 9: Year 11 NCEA Level 1 
 

 
 
Figure 10:  Year 12 NCEA Level 2 
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Figure 11:  Year 13 NCEA Level 3 
 

 
 
Figure 12:  Year 13 University Entrance 
 

 
 




