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Minister of Education  

 
a. note that students will be able to 

access their 2023 NCEA and 
University Entrance results on 17 
January 2024. 

b. note that schools will also have 
access to all their students results 
on 17 January 2024. 

c. note that schools will be provided 
with access to their own school’s 
provisional attainment statistics 
and the national provisional 
statistics on 19 January 2024. 

d. note that 2023 NCEA and UE 
attainment is lower than 2022 
attainment, and lower than 2019, 
the last year senior secondary 
assessment was unaffected by 
COVID-19 disruption. 

e. note that in 2023 no changes were 
made to the qualification and 
award rules for NCEA and 
University Entrance to compensate 
for COVID-19 disruptions, and 
therefore some change in 
attainment was expected. 

f. note that final 2023 statistics will 
be made available in April 2024. 

g. note that attainment of NCEA 
Level 1 by Year 11 students has 
been trending downwards for 
several years, as only 75% of 
enrolled Year 11 students were 
entered for 80 or more credits at 
NCEA Level 1 in 2023.  

h. note the results for Literacy and 
Numeracy  October/November 
2023 co-requisite assessments 
and that Te Reo Matatini me te 
Pāngarau results are still being 
finalised. 
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Date: 11 January 2024      Report No. OC00548 
 
Provisional 2023 Enrolment-based NCEA and University Entrance 
National Attainment Statistics 

 
Executive Summary 
 
Students will be able to access their 2023 NCEA and University Entrance results on 17 January 
2024.  Schools will also be able to access all their students’ results on 17 January 2024. 
 
In advance of this, we are providing you with the provisional 2023 NCEA and University 
Entrance (UE) attainment statistics1. This report provides an overview of these statistics, 
broken down by ethnicity, gender and equity index group2. It includes some early analysis on 
participation in NCEA and how this is affecting attainment rates for Year 11 NCEA level 1.  
 
The 2023 provisional enrolment-based statistics show that overall provisional national 
attainment of NCEA and UE is lower than 2022.  Final attainment data for 2023 will not be 
available until April after the completion of reviews and reconsiderations.  NZQA expects that 
final attainment for NCEA and University Entrance will be lower than 2022, and lower than 
2019, the last year senior secondary assessment was unaffected by COVID-19 disruption.  
  
The attainment statistics for 2023 likely point to multi-year impacts of COVID-19 disruptions on 
student achievement, particularly for Year 12 NCEA Level 2 which is at its lowest point in the 
last ten years.  In 2023 no changes were made to the qualification and award rules for NCEA 
and University Entrance to compensate for COVID-19 disruptions, and therefore some change 
in attainment was expected. 
 
Increasing numbers of schools are not offering a full Level 1 assessment programme.  As a 
result, attainment of NCEA Level 1 by Year 11 students has been trending downwards for 
several years. Only 75% of the Year 11 cohort3 were entered for 80 or more credits at NCEA 
Level 1 in 2023.  
 
For all Levels of NCEA and for UE, the attainment of Māori and Pacific students is lower than 
national attainment. 
 
This report also briefs you on the Literacy and Numeracy October/November 2023 co-requisite 
assessment results. Te Reo Matatini me te Pāngarau October/November 2023 co-requisite 
assessment results are still being finalised.  All co-requisite results  will be released to students 
and schools, kura and tertiary education organisations on 17 January 2024. 
 
  

 
1 At this stage, student attainment data is still provisional, as summer school results have not all been reported, 
schools can submit late results until the end of February, and students have an opportunity to apply for reviews 
and reconsiderations.  Attainment rates usually increase by up to two percentage points between January 
provisional numbers and April final reported numbers. 
2 Reporting by socioeconomic barriers to achievement (school equity index group) replaces reporting by decile 
band. Some schools don't have an equity index calculated (Private and Pacific Island schools for example). 
3 All students registered on ENROL, the Ministry of Education’s central enrolment record for all students 
enrolled in New Zealand schools (includes private, state and state-integrated schools regardless of qualification 
they are working towards). 
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Recommended Action 
 
It is recommended you: 
 
a. note that students will be able to access their 2023 NCEA and University Entrance 

results on 17 January 2024. 
b. note that schools will also have access to all their students results on 17 January 2024. 
c. note that schools will be provided with access to their own school’s provisional 

attainment statistics and the national provisional statistics on 19 January 2024. 
d. note that 2023 NCEA and UE attainment is lower than 2022 attainment, and lower than 

2019, the last year senior secondary assessment was unaffected by COVID-19 
disruption. 

e. note that in 2023 no changes were made to the qualification and award rules for NCEA 
and University Entrance to compensate for COVID-19 disruptions, and therefore some 
change was expected. 

f. note that final 2023 statistics will be published in April 2024. 
g. note that attainment of NCEA Level 1 by Year 11 students has been trending downwards 

for several years, as only 75% of enrolled Year 11 students were entered for 80 or more 
credits at NCEA Level 1 in 2023.  

h. note the results for Literacy and Numeracy  October/November 2023 co-requisite 
assessments and that Te Reo Matatini me te Pāngarau results are still being finalised. 

 
Proactive Release Recommendation 
 
NZQA recommends that you: 
 
i. agree that this report is not proactively released until after the final NCEA statistics are 

published in April 2024.   
 
 
                                                                                                        Agree/disagree 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr Grant Klinkum      
Chief Executive 
11 January 2024 
                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
  
Hon Erica Stanford    
Minister of Education  
……/……/…… 
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Provisional 2023 Enrolment-based NCEA and University Entrance 
National Attainment Statistics 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. The provisional 2023 NCEA and University Entrance (UE) attainment statistics are now 

available. This report provides an overview of these statistics, broken down by ethnicity, 
gender, and equity index group. It includes some early analysis on participation in NCEA 
and how this is affecting attainment rates for Year 11 NCEA level 1. 

 
2. The 2023 NCEA and UE results will be made available to students on Tuesday 17 January 

2023 and schools will also be able to access their students’ results. NZQA will make 
available to school principals and administrators their school’s provisional enrolment-based 
attainment statistics, and the corresponding national and equity index comparators on 
Friday 19 January. These will be in the ‘Principal’s Report’ and other statistics reports 
accessible online via their school’s secure login.  

 
3. The Ministry of Education (the Ministry) has been consulted on this briefing and will 

provide you with an additional briefing note with some commentary on these results. 
 

 
Overall attainment  
 
4. The attainment data presented in this report is provisional, as summer school results 

have not all been reported, schools can submit late results until the end of February, and 
students have an opportunity to apply for reviews and reconsiderations of their externally 
assessed results. For these reasons, attainment data is not finalised until April each year. 
Attainment rates usually increase by up to two percentage points between January 
provisional numbers and April final reported numbers. 
 

5. In 2023, 21.1% of results achieved by students in Years 11-13 came from externally 
assessed achievement standards, 58.5% from internally assessed achievement 
standards, and 20.3% from unit standards.  NZQA and the Ministry of Education intend to 
provide you with further advice on the current levels of external assessment for NCEA 
and what impact the NCEA change programme will have on the balance of credits 
earned across these three categories. 
 

6. In 2023 no changes were made to the qualification and award rules for NCEA and 
University Entrance.  Changes were made in 2020, 2021 and 2022 so that students had 
a fair and equitable opportunity to achieve despite COVID-19 related disruptions.  These 
changes were developed by the Ministry of Education and NZQA, in consultation with the 
Minister of Education’s NCEA Professional Advisory Group (PAG), and with the 
University Vice-Chancellors for University Entrance. The suite of COVID-19 related 
modifications NZQA deployed in 2020, 2021 and 2022 were important both for allowing 
students to credential their learning and for retaining sector confidence and student 
engagement. 

 
NCEA and University Entrance 

 
7. The last five years of attainment is presented below.  2022 January provisional 

attainment is also included for comparison purposes with 2023 January provisional 
attainment.  The 2023 provisional enrolment-based statistics show that overall national 
attainment of NCEA Levels 1, 2 and 3 and UE is lower than provisional and final 2022 
attainment.   
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Appendix 1 
 

Enrolment-based national NCEA and UE attainment by socioeconomic barriers to 
achievement (school equity index group) 2019 – 2023 (2023 provisional)* 
*Data is only available for the last five years 
 
 
Figure 1: Year 11 NCEA Level 1 
 

 
 
Figure 2:  Year 12 NCEA Level 2 
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Figure 3:  Year 13 NCEA Level 3 
 

 
 
Figure 4:  Year 13 University Entrance 
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Enrolment-based national NCEA and UE attainment by ethnicity 2014 – 2023 (2023  
Provisional) 
 
Figure 5: Year 11 NCEA Level 1 
 

 
 
Figure 6:  Year 12 NCEA Level 2 
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Figure 7:  Year 13 NCEA Level 3 

 
 
Figure 8:  Year 13 University Entrance 
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Enrolment-based national NCEA and UE attainment by gender 2014 – 2023 (2023  
provisional) 
 
Figure 9: Year 11 NCEA Level 1 

 
Figure 10:  Year 12 NCEA Level 2 
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Figure 11:  Year 13 NCEA Level 3 

 
 
Figure 12:  Year 13 University Entrance 
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Appendix 2 
 

Socioeconomic reporting using the EQI 
 
Socioeconomic reporting has provided firm evidence that there are significant socioeconomic 
barriers to educational achievement. This evidence has been a key factor in increasing 
investment to address these socioeconomic barriers, and in driving research to ensure this 
investment is directed to the right places. 
 
The approach to socioeconomic reporting using the Equity Index has been designed by the 
Ministry to reduce this risk of the equity index being interpreted as an indicator of school 
quality, while still allowing the benefits of socioeconomic reporting.  
 
Schools have been grouped into broad socioeconomic categories based on their EQI 
number. This grouping is necessary because the EQI is a scale with 226 points and it is 
unsuitable for many of types of data analysis that the Ministry undertakes e.g. time-series 
graphs with a line for each equity level. Analysis using these categories enables the quick 
recognition of trends and differences in outcomes, in an easily understood way.  
 
The categories developed are the EQI Bands and Groups. 
 
a) The Equity Index Band: There are seven Equity Index Bands of schools. These are 
formed based on the position of schools along the EQI scale, and each band contains 
around the same number of schools.   
 
b) The Equity Index Group: There are three groups of schools formed by collapsing the 
seven Equity Index Bands. The two end Equity Index Groups contain the two Equity Index 
Bands from each end of the EQI scale, and the middle group contains the middle three 
Equity Index Bands (as indicated in the following diagram). 
  

  
 
NZQA is using the Equity Index Groups for most of our reporting, but will also use the more 
granular Equity Index Bands in reporting for schools about their attainment.     








