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Minister of Education a. note the updated
information for NCEA and
University Entrance 2020
achievement based on 3
March 2021 data;

b. note that in response to
recent community
transmission, NZQA has
received several enquiries
from Auckland schools about
NCEA settings for 2021;

c. note that NZQA and the
Ministry of Education have
had a first meeting with your
NCEA Professional Advisory
Group to start identifying a
framework of possible
interventions that could
apply for 2021 in the event
that there are longer periods
of Level 3 or Level 4 later in
the year;

d. agree that NZQA and the
Ministry of Education should
focus at this stage on
providing support and advice
to schools about how best to
arrange programmes of
learning and assessment
activities in distance learning
modes, where that is
required.
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Further analysis to quantify the impact on 2020 NCEA and UE attainment 
of the COVID-19 mitigations and suggested approach for 2021 

Purpose of Report 

1. NZQA has undertaken further analysis to quantify the impact of the COVID-19 mitigations
on NCEA and UE attainment [CR 21782 refers].  This briefing presents this analysis,
including both a national picture and an Auckland picture.

2. This briefing begins to outline elements of the approach that may be required to manage
the impact of COVID-19 on learner achievement in 2021, following initial discussion with
your NCEA Professional Advisory Group.

Background 

COVID-19 mitigations for NCEA and University Entrance 

3. The 2020 COVID-19 mitigations1 for NCEA and University Entrance (UE) were designed
to support students to engage and progress with their assessed learning whilst
maintaining the integrity and credibility of the qualification.

4. NZQA and MoE are continuing to evaluate the data, with support from the NCEA PAG, to
determine the impact of specific responses to better inform their potential future use.

5. Evaluation of the provisional data to date suggests a measured approach is warranted for
2021 given both 2020 student achievement levels and the likely increased capabilities
and resilience of the system.

6. Since the recent COVID-19 community transmission and subsequent requirement for
Alert Level 3 conditions, NZQA and the Ministry have been receiving questions from
affected schools on our planned response. We are also particularly mindful of the
situation at Papatoetoe High School.

Notes on provisional 2020 data 

7. On 19 January 2021, you were provided with a briefing on the provisional 2020 enrolment
based NCEA and University Entrance national attainment statistics. These statistics were
based on data in NZQA systems as at 14 January 2021. Based on patterns observed in
previous years, these provisional attainment statistics increase by a further one to two
percentage points by April 2021 when they are finalised.2

8. The attainment statistics have been refreshed for this briefing based on 2020 data in
NZQA systems as at 3 March 2021. There have been across the board increases in 2020
attainment compared to that reported to you in the 19 January briefing [CR 21782].
Appendix 1 to this briefing provides you with graphs of attainment with 2020 data based
on NZQA systems data as at 3 March 2021.

Quantifying the impact of the COVID-19 mitigations on attainment 

1 These included introduction of Learning Recognition Credits and changes to NCEA and UE. 
2 Attainment statistics change over the January to March period as schools continue to submit corrected and late 

reported internally assessed results and any summer school results, and because of successful review and 

reconsideration applications (remarks of examination papers) 
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28. NZQA and the Ministry will provide you with a follow-up briefing with joint advice following 
another meeting with the PAG in late-March. 
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Appendix 1 
 

NCEA and UE attainment 2011 to 2020, with 2020 data updated based on NZQA 
systems data as at 3 March 2021 

 

National Data: 
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NCEA Level 1: 
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NCEA Level 2: 

 
 
NCEA Level 3: 
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By Gender 

NCEA Level 1: 

 
NCEA Level 2: 

 
 
NCEA Level 3: 
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University Entrance: 

 
 

By Decile 

NCEA Level 1: 
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NCEA Level 3: 

 
 
University Entrance: 

 




