
Evidence-gathering for external assessment 

The purpose of practice external assessment is to generate derived grades that are valid, authentic, and quality assured that a student may access in the event that they cannot complete an external assessment. Many schools choose to generate these grades using a practice exam. However derived grades can be generated in other ways as well.
Schools can make their own decisions about carrying out practice external assessments to generate derived grades. Your school’s response may differ from others, depending on the extent of the lockdown for your school, students’ access to devices, and how your school usually does practice exams. Whichever approach you take, Principal’s Nominees or senior leaders will still need to be monitoring that quality assurance is occurring.
Practice Exams
Although they are not compulsory, practice exams are a useful way to prepare students for the experience of sitting exams at the end of the year. Schools or departments may choose to prioritise teaching time instead, particularly given the current disruption. If schools choose to run practice exams, it is up to the individual school to use their quality assurance process and decide on the timing. 
Managing Authenticity   Schools must ensure the authenticity of all student work used to award a grade. Use our guidance on managing authenticity under remote learning.
Quality assuring grades   Grades must be based on valid, authentic, and quality assured evidence. Schools should follow their quality assurance process to ensure that the evidence gathered is standard-specific. 
Justification of grades  Your school should have a process to justify the validity of assessment decisions. This justification process for a sample of grades could involve:
· discussion with the assessor of:
· actual physical or digital evidence
· the record they have kept of seeing or hearing sufficient evidence to meet the criteria of the standard 
· recognition of assessor experience as an external marker (or moderator) for this standard/subject/level
· checking that the assessor's application of assessment schedules, NZQA exemplars and past student answer booklets as benchmarks has delivered valid results in the past.

Evidence required   Actual samples of student work have to be stored. Schools must retain copies as part of NZQA’s normal quality assurance process.

Digital Practice Exams
Digital Practice Exams on the NZQA platform are available again in 2022. Digital practice exams or any other exam assessment can be completed remotely if this can be managed logistically and the school can ensure authenticity as they do for internal assessments completed remotely.
