Polly Text-to-Speech (TTS) Trial
Invitation to Participate
As part of NZQA’s Digital Enhancements Project, we are inviting schools to take part in a trial of Polly Text-to-Speech (TTS), a tool that allows students to listen to English text being read aloud in digital assessments. This functionality is designed to support students including, but not limited to, those who benefit from auditory assistance, have learning differences, low vision or are neurodivergent. 
Polly TTS, at this time, is not able to read other languages including Te Reo Māori.  
Since its initial use in 2020, Polly has received positive feedback from students and schools, with suggestions for improvements. Based on this feedback and pilot results from 2022 and 2023, we’ve added new features to enhance accessibility and usability which require trialling.
New features include:
· synchronised word highlighting while text is read aloud, helping students follow along visually
· change of colour for the Polly on/off button to make it more visible. 
The trial will take place from 20 April – 15 May 2026 with two previously examined standards and will evaluate student experience of usability, accessibility and satisfaction.
This trial is an important step in considering Polly’s inclusion in some 2026 external examinations.
How your school can get involved
We are seeking expressions of interest from schools that would like their students to participate in the trial.
For students to be eligible to take place in the trial they
· need to be in Year 12 or 13
· should not be participants in the mid-year Literacy/Numeracy Common Assessment Activities
· need to have access to computers and headphones
· need to provide feedback on their experience and the usefulness of the support material via a short survey. 
This is a great opportunity for your students to experience innovative digital assessment tools and help shape future enhancements.
Opportunity for your Exam Centre Manager to participate in trial
We are also offering an opportunity for your ECM to take part in the trial. The ECM will become familiar with the support materials and use Polly TTS during the trial period.
The expected commitment is approximately 4 hours, which includes:
· reviewing the support material, 
· familiarisation with Polly TTS prior to trial,
· managing the trial and facilitating student feedback, and
· providing feedback on the support material and the students’ use of Polly.
Remuneration will be $200.00
If you believe your ECM may be interested, please provide their details in the Expression of Interest form. If your school is selected as a trial participant, these details will be shared with the Assessment delivery team to engage ECMs for the trial.
If your school is interested in participating in the trial, please submit your interest via this link.
 Expression of Interest by 20 February 2026.

Key dates
	2 February
	Expression of Interest opens

	20 February
	Expression of Interest closes

	27 February
	Schools advised of being trial participants

	10 April
	Support materials ready for trial participants

	20 April – 15 May
	Polly TTS Trial Period

	20 April
	Feedback opens

	22 May
	Feedback closes



