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Table 1: List of New Zealand NCEA subjects approved for University Entrance in Germany 
 
NCEA subjects  Corresponding Abitur subjects  Translation  Notes  
Chinese  Chinesisch  Chinese  Languages, Literature and Arts  
Design (Visual Art)  
Painting (Visual Art)  
Photography (Visual Art)  
Printmaking (Visual Art)  
Sculpture (Visual Art)  

(Bildende) Kunst  Fine Arts  Languages, Literature and Arts  
Practical art subjects are only counted as one Abitur subject   

Drama  Darstellendes Spiel  Drama  Languages, Literature and Arts  
English (or Te Reo Rangatira)*  Englisch  English  Languages, Literature and Arts  

*Students must take English or Te Reo Rangatira 
French   Französisch  French  Languages, Literature and Arts  
German   Deutsch  German  Languages, Literature and Arts  
Japanese   Japanisch  Japanese  Languages, Literature and Arts  
Latin  Latein  Latin  Languages, Literature and Arts  
Music Studies  Musik  Music  Languages, Literature and Arts  
Spanish   Spanisch  Spanish  Languages, Literature and Arts  
Biology  Biologie  Biology  Natural Science  
Chemistry  Chemie  Chemistry  Natural Science  
Digital Technology Informatik  Computing  Natural Science  

Health Education  Gesundheit  Health and Physical Well-being  Natural Science  
Calculus 
Mathematics  
Statistics  

Mathematik  Mathematics  Natural Science   
Either Mathematics or Calculus counts as one subject for Abitur.  

Physics  Physik  Physics  Natural Science  
Technology  
Processing Technologies  
Construction and Mechanical 
Technologies 

Technik  Technology  Natural Science  

Economics   Wirtschaft  Economics  Social Science  
Geography  Geographie  Geography  Social Science  
Earth and Space Science    
History  Geschichte  History  Social Science  
Social Studies  Sozialkunde/Politik  Social Studies /Politics   Social Science  
Physical Education  Sport  Physical Education  Can be counted in any of the three areas but should be taken as a sixth subject  
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Table 2: Additional subjects  
 
It is strongly recommended that students study subjects from the approved list in Table 1.   
Kultusministerkonferenz (KMK) may accept additional subjects not on the approved subject list in Table 1.  Students intending to study additional subjects are advised to 
check with KMK to ensure they meet the current university entrance requirements in Germany. 
 
New Zealand university entrance approved 
subjects  
 

Abitur approved subjects  Translation  

Languages 
Cook Island Māori  
Indonesian  
Korean  
Samoan  
Te Reo Māori   
  

Languages  
Dänisch  
Griechisch  
Italienisch  
Niederlänisch  
Polnisch  
Russisch  
Tschechisch  
Türkisch  
 

  
Danish  
Greek  
Italian  
Dutch  
Polish  
Russian  
Czech  
Turkish  

Other subjects 
Accounting  
Classical Studies  
Dance  
Graphics  
History of Art  
Media Studies  
Science  
Design and Visual Communication 
 

Other Abitur subjects  
Berufliche Informatik (Natural Science)  
Ernährung (Natural Science)  
Erziehungswissenschaft  
Ethik  
Evangelische Religionslehre  
Katholische Religionslehre  
Philosophie  
Psychologie  
Recht  
Soziologie   
 

Vocational computing (Natural Science)   
Food and Nutrition (Natural Science)  
Education Science  Ethics  
Protestant religious studies  
Catholic religious studies  
Philosophy  
Psychology  
Legal Studies  
Sociology  
 

 


