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Assessment Schedule – 2023 
Scholarship Chinese (93005) 

Question One 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate: 
•  makes errors that may hinder communication 

The candidate: 
• effectively communicates, in a natural way, and in a 

manner that is fluent and flexible 

The candidate: 
• effectively communicates, with sophistication and 

style, in a natural way, and in a manner that is 
sustained, fluent, and flexible 

•  expresses some personal opinions, beliefs, 
viewpoints, or ideas  

• develops and integrates personal opinions, beliefs, 
viewpoints, or ideas 

• develops and integrates sophisticated personal 
opinions, beliefs, viewpoints, or ideas that are 
perceptive and insightful 

•  demonstrates some independent thinking • demonstrates aspects of high-level analysis and 
critical thinking 

• demonstrates aspects of high-level analysis and 
critical thinking 

• uses a (limited) range of structures and vocabulary 
that are only sometimes integrated into the 
response 

• uses a wide variety of complex structures and 
vocabulary up to and including Curriculum Level 8 
or equivalent, that is well integrated into a 
synthesised response 

• uses a very wide variety of complex structures and 
vocabulary up to and including Curriculum Level 8 
or equivalent, that is well integrated into a high-level 
synthesised response 

• inconsistently and / or partially interprets the stimulus 
material and occasionally makes connections with 
their own ideas 

• interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with their own ideas that go beyond the 
given material 

• fully interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with their own ideas that go beyond the 
given material and that demonstrate independent 
reflection 

• assembles ideas that are limited or partially 
developed and that only sometimes go beyond the 
given stimulus material. 

• engages the audience throughout the response  
• demonstrates highly developed knowledge and 

skills in written language 
• expresses ideas with precision and clarity 

 
• makes logical, clear, concise, and relevant use of 

written language. 

• captivates the audience throughout the response 
• demonstrates sophisticated knowledge and skills in 

written language 
• expresses ideas with precision and clarity, in a 

convincing way 
• makes logical, clear, concise, and relevant use of 

written language. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
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Question One 
There is an old saying in Chinese, “Seeing once is better than hearing 100 times”. Discuss this saying in relation to your own travel experience. 
 

  
 
Possible evidence: Responses are not limited to these examples and should be judged holistically. 
Please note: The candidate must refer to the listening passage, but they cannot simply translate the content without providing analysis and discussion. 

Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

•  
 

• Jack 
  (can put some more details 

here)。 
Jack  

• Jack 
 

•   (free development, according to personal experiences)。 
• :

 

 
•  Jack ,  Jack 

 
•  Jack  
• Jack  

 , , 
•  , 

 
•  Jack  
•  ( )  (free development, 

according to personal experiences)  
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Question Two 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate: 
• demonstrates superficial or limited understanding of 

the text(s) in English or te reo Māori 

The candidate: 
• demonstrates understanding of the text(s) and 

justifies their own argument(s) in a coherent way in 
English or te reo Māori 

The candidate: 
• demonstrates understanding of the text(s) and 

inferences and justifies their argument(s) in a 
sustained, convincing, and coherent way in English 
or te reo Māori 

• inconsistently and / or partially interprets the 
stimulus material and occasionally makes 
connections with their own ideas 

• interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with their own ideas that go beyond the 
given material 

• interprets and evaluates the stimulus material and 
makes connections with their own ideas that go 
beyond the given material and that demonstrate 
independent reflection and extrapolation 

• assembles ideas that are limited or partially 
developed and that only sometimes go beyond the 
given stimulus material 

• assembles ideas with precision and clarity in a 
logical manner, through a synthesised response to 
the question / statement; arguments are supported 
by examples that are evaluated 

• assembles ideas with precision and clarity in a 
logical and seamless manner, through a deliberate 
synthesised response to the question / statement; 
arguments are supported by examples that are 
effectively evaluated; implications are drawn 

• offers arguments that are unclear and / or are not 
supported by effective examples 

• presents a descriptive, rather than analytical, 
response. 

• develops and integrates personal opinions, beliefs, 
viewpoints, or ideas that acknowledge and explore 
different perspectives and that go beyond the given 
material. 

• develops and integrates sophisticated personal 
opinions, beliefs, viewpoints, or ideas that are 
perceptive and insightful and that investigate and 
extensively explore different perspectives 

• demonstrates insight and independent reflection at 
the highest level. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
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Question Two 

Discuss the benefits of experiencing different cultures. Refer to the international students’ experiences of studying in New Zealand in your answer. 

 
 

 
Possible evidence: Responses are not limited to these examples and should be judged holistically. 

Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

Points that could be discussed: 
• It is common for international students to experience homesickness at the 

beginning, but they can communicate with their families online. 
• The international students learn to improve their English when starting at a 

New Zealand school. 
• Some international students are ready to integrate into the new environment. 

Others are not as prepared. 
• The international students should participate in school activities. 
• They need to talk to teachers and school friends. 
• They need to be open to make new friends. 
• They may join the school sports teams. 
• The students should follow their teachers’ advice to try new things. 
• They may join the school band. 
• Team spirit is important at school and in the workplace. 
• The students start to enjoy their school after integrating into the new environment. 
• Successful school life is not only about academic achievements. 

Points that could be discussed: 
• The international students learn to be proactive to adapt to their new 

environment. 
• They learn to try new things even though they are unsure of them. 
• Having the right attitude and being ready to learn helps the students to settle in 

to life in New Zealand. 
• Team spirit brings more opportunities. 
• The students start to enjoy school after integrating into school-wide activities. 
• Attempts to adapt to a new environment always pay off. 
• Hobbies such as music or sport can benefit people a lot. 
• Everyone has their own way of dealing with challenges. 
• People need to be open to listening to and following other people’s advice. 
• International students can succeed in a New Zealand school if they are open and 

flexible, which is a great advantage for their future. 
• A balanced school life results in varied skills for the student. 
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Question Three 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate: 
• communicates with limited confidence in a manner 

that is hesitant 

The candidate: 
• effectively communicates in a manner that is 

natural, fluent, and flexible 

The candidate: 
• effectively communicates with sophistication and 

style, in a manner that is natural, fluent, and flexible 

• expresses ideas without a coherent or logical 
sequence; inconsistently engages the intended 
audience 

• expresses ideas with precision and clarity • expresses ideas with precision and clarity, in a 
convincing way 

• inconsistently or partially interprets the stimulus 
material and occasionally makes connections with 
their own ideas 

 

• interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with their own ideas that go beyond the 
given material 

• fully interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with their own ideas that go beyond the 
given material and that demonstrate independent 
reflection and extrapolation  

• uses a limited range of structures, vocabulary, and 
occasional (or little) use of idiomatic expressions 

• uses a wide variety of complex structures and 
vocabulary up to and including Curriculum Level 8 
or equivalent, that is well-integrated into a 
synthesised response 

• uses a very wide variety of complex structures and 
vocabulary up to and including Curriculum Level 8 
or equivalent, that is well-integrated into a high-level 
synthesised response 

• speaks with incorrect intonation; accent affects 
communication; fails to self-correct. 

• speaks clearly and concisely with correct intonation; 
accent has little effect on communication;  
self-corrects as necessary 

• speaks clearly and concisely with correct intonation; 
accent has no effect on communication; 
self-corrects as necessary 

 • uses language appropriately, such as idiomatic 
expressions, fillers, and pauses that fit the context. 

• uses language appropriately, such as idiomatic 
expressions, fillers, and pauses that fit the context. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
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Question Three 
You are invited to deliver a speech to Chinese students coming to New Zealand. In your speech, discuss how the students can make the most of their time in 
New Zealand, including how they can adapt to and benefit from life here. 
 

 
 
Possible evidence: Responses are not limited to these examples and should be judged holistically. 

Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 
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Cut Scores 
 

Scholarship Outstanding Scholarship 

18 – 21 22 – 24 

 


