
S

© New Zealand Qualifications Authority, 2024. All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced by any means without the prior permission of the New Zealand Qualifications Authority.

Scholarship 2024
Classical Studies

RESOURCE BOOKLET

Refer to this booklet to answer Question Thirteen for Scholarship Classical Studies.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–10 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MAY KEEP THIS BOOKLET AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

9 3 4 0 4 R



EITHER: ANCIENT GREECE

RESOURCE A: Xenophon Anabasis 7.8.1–6

The general Xenophon is leading a Greek army through Persia in 401 BCE, trying to get home to 
Greece. They have just arrived back in Greek territory, though not yet in Greece itself. He has had a run 
of bad luck, especially with money. He meets up with his friend, the seer Eucleides, who advises him 
about which god will help him.

Eucleides congratulated Xenophon upon his safe return,  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 and would not accept from him the price 
of it.

*	 Zeus in one of his roles, as a god of the household. Meilichios means ‘the Merciful’.

2



RESOURCE B: Euripides Alcestis 1–27

The god Apollo describes how he came to be a servant in the house of the mortal Admetos. He rewarded 
Admetos for his piety and noble nature, as a result of which Admetos’ wife Alcestis is about to die. He is 
interrupted by Thanatos (Death), who has come to collect Alcestis and take her to the underworld.

Apollo:   House of Admetos!  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Pelias’ daughter, who promised 

to free her husband by dying in his stead?

*	 ‘The shining one’, another name for Apollo.

3



RESOURCE C: Two scenes on a kylix painted by Douris (c.480 BCE)

Each of the two scenes on the exterior of the kylix show a different episode from the Trojan War.

On side A, Athena (on the left) supports Ajax. Ajax has thrown a rock at Hektor and is now pointing a spear at 
him. Behind Hektor, Apollo makes a gesture of support.

On side B, Menelaos (in the centre) with sword in hand puts Paris (here named Alexandros) to flight. The 
goddess at the left holding a flower is probably Aphrodite. On the right stands Artemis with her bow.
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RESOURCE D: Votive relief for Artemis as goddess of childbirth from the 
sanctuary of Artemis in Lamia
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OR: ANCIENT ROME 

RESOURCE E: Seneca Against Superstitions quoted by Augustine City of God 6.10

The Roman Stoic philosopher Seneca (c.4 BCE–65 CE) writes against the excesses of some forms 
of Roman religion. Augustine (354–430 CE) is quoting the passage in order to show the superiority of 
Christianity to pagan (Roman) religion.

“One man,” Seneca says,  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 plea of sanity is found in the number of the mad throng.”

*	 plead humbly.
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RESOURCE F: Cicero de natura deorum 2.7–8

Cicero (106–43 BCE) offers examples of commanders who have ignored the omens of the gods and 
suffered the consequences.

Shall not even the instances from our own native history teach us  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

in reverence for the gods, we are far 
superior.

*	 If the sacred chickens ate the grain that was offered to them, it meant that the gods favoured the 
Romans.

**	 The watching of signs given by birds.
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RESOURCE G: Roman votive relief. c.200 BCE

In an idyllic landscape a family of three, about to make a sacrifice, approaches the god, seated on a throne, and 
his companion goddess. Behind the altar, temple attendants carry a basket covered with a cloth and a lamb for 
sacrifice. On the left are two more worshippers. The identity of the deities is not certain; suggestions include 
Asclepius and Hygeia or Jupiter and Hera. On the left is a sacred plane tree, showing this is a rural sanctuary, 
with ribbons around it and statues of deities on a column below it.
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RESOURCE H: Statue of the Emperor Claudius depicted as Jupiter

Claudius wears an oak wreath and has an eagle beside him. He offers a libation from the patera* in his right 
hand and carries a sceptre in his left hand. The statue presents him as a god and as a mediator between gods 
and men.

*	 a shallow bowl for pouring offerings to the gods.
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