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INSTRUCTIONS

The materials in the resource booklet contain a variety of historical sources based on a theme: 
colonialism.

Your answers to ALL three questions must incorporate information and ideas from the materials 
provided in the resource booklet, your own knowledge of the theme, and your understanding of 
historical skills.

Each question has specific sources related to it. However, these sources can also be used to support 
a response to the other questions.

Space for planning has been provided on pages 4, 10, and 16 to help you prepare your responses. 
The questions on page 3 are repeated on their respective planning pages.
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QUESTION ONE: Historical narratives

Differing historical narratives and the evaluation of historical evidence allow us to understand the 
complexity of past events.

To what extent do Sources A–F3 enable historians to understand the complexities of colonialism?

Your answer must include:
•	 a convincing argument substantiated by a combination of material from the resource booklet and 

your own knowledge of the theme, colonialism
•	 a critical evaluation of differing historical narratives
•	 a valid judgement about the nature of historical evidence, establishing its reliability and / or its 

usefulness and / or its limitations.

Use page 4 to plan your ideas, and begin your answer on page 5.

QUESTION TWO: Historical relationships

Analysing historical relationships is a skill that allows us to understand the complexity of past events.

To what extent do the historical relationships in Sources G1–K2 enable historians to understand 
colonialism in Africa?

Your answer must include: 
•	 a convincing argument substantiated by a combination of material from the resource booklet and 

your own knowledge of the theme, colonialism
•	 a critical evaluation of a range of historical relationships, such as cause and effect, continuity and 

change, past and present, general and specific, patterns and trends, and differing perspectives.

Use page 10 to plan your ideas, and begin your answer on page 11.

QUESTION THREE: Significant historical events in Aotearoa New Zealand

Analysing significant historical events in Aotearoa New Zealand allows us to appreciate the complexity of 
our past.

Using Sources L1–O2, to what extent had Aotearoa New Zealand been successfully colonised by 1900?

Your answer must include: 
•	 a convincing argument substantiated by a combination of material from the resource booklet and 

your own knowledge of colonialism in Aotearoa New Zealand during the nineteenth century
•	 an insightful and detailed understanding of this event.

Use page 16 to plan your ideas, and begin your answer on page 17.
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Scholarship Exemplar 2021 
Subject History Standard 93403 Total Score 15 

Q Score Annotation 

1 5 

The candidate provides an effective, clear, and direct response to the question. 
However, candidates being more selective in choosing the most relevant 
sources to focus upon should be encouraged.  
The detail provided in the response is extensive and clearly at Scholarship 
level, with very useful points made about colonial legacies in Source F2, and 
the continuation of colonial thinking in Source A.  
The candidate’s conclusion greatly strengthens their response makes it easier 
to achieve a higher score. 

2 5 

The candidate makes excellent points identifying and explaining the historical 
relationship of continuity and change evident in Sources G1 and K2 clearly at 
Scholarship level, but their response could have been further strengthened by a 
more selective approach to the detailed analysis of the sources selected (as in 
Question One). 
The candidate does manage, in parts, to integrate material in the sources with 
their own knowledge of the theme of colonialism, and the historical relationship 
of perspectives is developed to a Scholarship level in their analysis of Sources 
G2 and H. However, the candidate could have developed these points even 
further by a greater use of their own knowledge in other parts to achieve a 
higher score for this question. 

3 5 

The candidate’s response begins well, with a direct introduction to the specific 
question posed.  
Across the response, the sources provided are generally utilised well to develop 
a Scholarship answer. There is some evidence of historical content learnt 
ahead of the examination, in terms of references to Te Tiriti O Waitangi and the 
motives of iwi to engage in war, with connections made to Sources O1 and O2.  
There are also some useful points made by the candidate in terms of the limits 
of Source M and the utility of the source regarding the extent to which Aotearoa 
New Zealand had been successfully colonised.  
While not at all exhaustive in terms of integrating their own knowledge with 
material in the resource booklet, the candidate demonstrates some knowledge 
of the nature of colonialism in Aotearoa New Zealand and was able to convey 
this at a Scholarship level. 

 




