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Scholarship 2023
Media Studies

Time allowed: Three hours 
Total score: 24

ANSWER BOOKLET

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Answer all THREE questions from Question Booklet 93303Q, and write your answers in this booklet.

Begin your answer to Question One on page 3, your answer to Question 
Two on page 11, and your answer to Question Three on page 19.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the 
back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–28 in the correct order and that none of 
these pages is blank.
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has previous journalistic experience interning, facts which were unique to my situation and ensures that I 

convincingly explained why I am suited to interview Darby amd write this article. To pull in my business knowledge, 

which in itself feeds my unique persepective, I thought it pertinant to consider myself a marketable product in which I 

must pitch and sell in order to gain this interview.Therefore, to lean away from the unique fact that I am young, a 

factor which in many cases feeds the con list of my journalistic skill, and try to parade myself as a seasoned 

professional would be to ignore the unique persepctive on and acccess to angles this gives me. In the end, the fact 

that I am young yet willing was convincing to Darby's publicist, and I successfully gained the interview. 

Within New Zealand journalism there is a growing debate regarding whether New Zealand media relies too heavily 

on the institutional voice. New Zealand journalism very evidently favours a tone of writing which abandons the first 

person persepctive, and instead steadys itself on a platform of facts, often with limited discussion. This in itself, in 

my opinion, is the shortfall of New Zealand media. My belief is that this so heavily relied on style of writing creates 

uninteresting and monotuous news cycles. I used my unique perspective to form this opinion, and to lean away from 

such and mimick the industry standard would, in my opinion, produce a lesser quality article. Therefore, when 

drafting and writing my article, I took inspiration from "new journalism" a style of journalism which emerged in 1970s 

America, championed by journalists such as Capote. This style of journalism brings narrative techniques into non­

ficiton, and utilises the first perspective. In particular Eve Babitz and Joan Didion, two new journalists who I enjoy 

personally and prolifically not only served as a formal inspiration, but have inevitably informed my perspective and 

my style simply through my consumption of their work. This influence can be seen in my article when I choose to 

include personal pronouns, sharing how I myself support the writers strike who are "fighting the good fight" but still 

hear and share in the audiences "quiet whispers of 'what will happen to my telly?"' While, yes a departure from 

journalistic objectivity was made here, I felt this perosnal interjection was not only necessary to fully explain the 

attitudes and opinions surrounding this issue, but also made my article more interesting as a whole. If we consider 

audiences for the vast majority had a kneejerk reactionary rejection of Al, it is clear audiences value the creator 

behind a piece of work,and by acknowledging the writer behind the screen as opposed to naively pretending an 

impossibly objective joumo wrote the work, I believe the article is improved. Furthermore, I believe in journalism it is 

important to acknowledge the fact that because an inherently biassed human is behind articles, a truly objective 

voice. New Zealand consumers enjoy the instituional voice is because of the facade of objectivity is provides, and 

the comfort in the media the audience can then experience, however, this blind trust in the institutional voice and in 

media is, as proven by history repeatedly, dangerous. Therefore, an acknowledgmnt of the personal voice and of 

individuals unique perspective is in fact a strength for both my article, and for New Zealand journalism as a whole. 

Conclusively, my perspective, unique to any others, injected life and interesting discussion into my article, which 

would otherwise be lost in a world of monotuous, objective voices. In future I aim to continute this tact when 

continuing my journalistic career, while of course abiding by the necessary ethics of journalism, I do not wish my 

work to be considered any less ethical than any seasoned journalist simply beacuse I acknowledge the writer behind 

the screen. 
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Subject:  Media Studies 
Standard:  93303 
Total score: 15 

Q Score Marker commentary 

1 5 

The candidate selected Question One, statement 1 and 
demonstrated a good knowledge of the print / magazine industry. 
They attempted to engage with the question throughout their 
response and used a diverse range of media texts in their 
arguments. There is an understanding of the way the print 
industry has personalised and controlled the experience for its 
target audience, by comparing it to different media industries. 
They provided a useful analysis on legacy media’s use of social 
media to capture a younger demographic. 

2 5 

The candidate selected Question Two, statement 3 and discussed 
their feature article and production process, in regard to their 
unique perspective. They provided a critical evaluation of the 
creative process in an insightful manner, describing how they used 
narrative techniques pioneered by Didion and Capote to provide 
an engaging and journalistic style. They offered some convincing 
knowledge gained from their production experience in a coherent 
argument. 

3 5 

The candidate selected Question Three, statement 4 and provided 
convincing knowledge across a range of film texts, in particular the 
work of Greta Gerwig. They offered some insightful, perceptive 
analysis on Little Women, Lady Bird, and Barbie in a coherent 
argument. They attempted to integrate the question into their 
response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




