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No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.





























Scholarship 
 

Subject:  Religious Studies 

Standard:  93603 

Total score: 13 

Question 
Performance 

descriptor 
Score Marker commentary 

2 

Analysis and 
critical thinking 

4 

The candidate demonstrated some analysis and 
critical thinking, such as showing an understanding 
of religious and spiritual experiences, looking at the 
challenges and rewards that researchers outline 
within the study of religion and spirituality, and their 
relationship to secular society. 

Further development of the analysis would have 
allowed the response to reach Scholarship level. 

Integration, 
synthesis, 

understanding 
4 

Relevant examples were given, but the candidate 
could have used more specific studies of psychology 
to develop their answer. This could have been done 
by giving a range of different forms of research from 
different fields and developing a greater synthesis to 
their argument. 

Development, 
precision, clarity 

5 

The candidate showed a convincing understanding 
of the psychology of religion and spirituality, which 
resulted in a mostly logical conclusion. The 
candidate presented ideas systematically, dealing 
with different topics consecutively. 

Greater consistency in the presentation of their 
argument would have improved the candidate’s 
grade. 
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