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Myths and Legends : _ )
The Creation of the Gap ; Pita Turei

TWEEE talks about the Taniwha, who lived in
the Gap, a raging area of Piha with an
incredibly strong tide. The Taniwha
lived in the gap, and the Maori offered
food to keep it happy. Eventually they
decided that it was causing too much
trouble as it would overturn waka. A
great warrior wrestled with the
Taniwha, eventually killing it, but

and swirling pool that the gap is tg

Hinerangi and her husband lived at
Karekare, he was lost while fishing off
the rocks at Te Kawa Rimupara at
Mercer bay. Hinerangi sat on the cliffs
waiting for her husband to return. She
died of a broken heart and her face is
said to be etched in the cliffs at the
south end of Mercer bay.

™

In Maori tradition Mercer bay was called Te Unuhanga o
Rangitoto and this is because of the feats of Tiriwa, a
famous chieftan who originally inhabited the Waitakere
ranges and possessed supernatural powers. At a gathering
at Te Ahua, he demonstrated his powers by moving
Rangitoto, a rock that was obstructing the view of the
Manukau bar. Lifting the mountain on his shoulders he
strode over to the Waitemata harbour, but when the col
water hit his thighs he dropped the mo i
position where Rangitoto now stands

=

Unique Maori history

Te Kamaka is one of the only examples of a
named Tapu tree in the region, and is under
protection of the WCC. The old Maori of Piha, Te
Kawerau a Maki, had named the wider area by *
Rakataura Hinerangi. This was the senior tohunga . - -
on the Tainui waka. Piha was a name given to _-
Lion rock, which is the describing word for when (
the waves part as they hit the rock.

1w P
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The Piha stream, behind Lion rock, had been named
Waitekahu, which refers to Kahukeke who was the
wife of Rakataura. 600 years ago a party from the
waka explored the whole, of the Waitakere and
Kahukeke thought tha a was beautiful and
because of her love of Piha the party stayed for
some time and why they mamed the stream "the
water of Kahu". Her s s at the bottom of lion
rock overlooking the

pt . S NN Viga F WG
The hill to the south of the Gap was traditionally
parties. There are sites, terraces, rocks, pits anc
indicates that at different times there were larg
This seems to have ended around the 1900's a
in the Wekatahi Stream valley where the)
.Today Te Kawerau a Maki descendants hol¢
domains, they own Waitomo Island while Lid
Waitakere council had provided land to build“a“Marae
settlement of Te Kawerau who have a pagakainga a

lhumatao in Mangere \\\ \\‘k :

Kawerau a Maki fishing
elters all over Piha. This
ers of Maori all over Piha.
nal Maori settlement was
with Pakeha settlers.
ip of their Waitakere
ned by the crown.

which is the final

kaurau Marae at

their struggle created the jagged roghs A urrounding Piha and the insurers

% Venture. Another settler, Francis

B white, gave his name to 'White
beach' where he had land. He was

" ablacksmith and hatched a plan to

'%ervation Project
In 1994™a fire destroyed 7 acres of

ould not insure such a risky

mine the iron sand of Piha. He had

[~ "aosuccessful sample smelted by a
A = cal company but lacked capital tp

get his venture off the ground.

- Today the sand mining is again

being proposed by Rio Tinto.

Rl 2% e

———

bush, the land was no accessible
and helicopters took too long, so
the fire burned a lot by the fire
was under control. In 1998 a
second fire devastated the same
area.So a project team, social
scientists, local iwi and community
groups have gained funding to start
the Pierce regeneration project. The
team recruits landowners to work
with scientist to coat their trees in
a chemical to enable Kauri to fight
back against the kauri dieback

disease. This is a pilot study that

intendeds to expand to a larger

group in the second stage of the
project.

Volca

nic Activity The landscapes of Piha and some of
the Waitakeres were created by
L,;-\,’.‘ s X volcanic activity millions of years

.k N ago. A undersea volcano 20 km west
SA Fg Lo of the Ranges erupted periodically
for 7 million years. The Waitakere
ranges are the uplifted and eroded
flank of the volcano. There are
areas around Piha that are
explosion craters like Whites beach,
Mercer bay and the neck of Lion
rock. Because of the changing sea
levels impacting the coast black
sand was washed ashore creating
the black sand beach we know
today.

Maui Dolphins

Maui dolphins are very
small, growing to no more
than about 1.5 metres,they
live only to about 20-25
years and start having
babies when they’re 5-7 and
breed once every 5 years
their population will always
be slow to increase, at about
2% p.a at best. Thisis why
the numbers have dropped
so quickly, because killing
more in fishing gear than can
reproduce. If the nets are
taken out of the dolphin
habitat and human induced
deaths reduced to
zero, the species can rebuild
- == to halfits pre-1970s

~o b e ‘ population by 2050.
An archaelogical dig has recently found
artefacts and materials above Mercer
Bay. These add to our knowledge of , ;
how the Maori lived around Piha. They =
recorded five terraces, a storage pit ' b
and shell and fish bone on site as well
as 75 artefacts. Most of the artefacts
were stone flakes, but there were also
bone tools. The shellfish bones tell us
what the Maori were eating, tuatua,
mussels, and white rock shells. There
also 60 grams of Moa bones found. The
wide range of food sources shows that
the inhabitants were not under
pressure economically but why they
would choose to live in such a difficult
location is not apparent, other than
natural defences such as the high cliffs
which could also protect them from
natural disasters like tsunamis or
earthquakes.




Typography

the art of arr 111“111“ letters and lL\l 111 d way that makes the

~copy legible, ¢
. app
elicit certain (_11101101\ and cc

ABC

SansSerif

Is one that does not
have extending
features called
'serifs' to emphasise
the end points of
blunt vertical and
horizontal strokes.

Justify

justify text along the
left edge, adjust
letter and work

he delicious, yellow sun witl
ts rich corona and tiny
antalizing streamers was to
empting to pass up. Eve
efore its gravitic current
ere strong enough to be o

ol oo vout e SDACINE 50 that the
text is flush with
both edges.

Copperlate

Copperlate Gothic

this surface has
small zigzag serifs
to emphasise the
end points of
blunt vertical and
horizontal strokes

JKLMN

Ascender

On lowercase letters
the vertical stoke
that extends above
the x-height

Kerning
Adjustments to the

space between the
AIV iAHV pairs of letters used
to correct spacing

e problems in
combinations like
VAL

Serif

Small stroke at
the beginning or
the end of main
strokes of a
letter.
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Desintelioéncia

A A CENEA Snon 2s7 WA BUARGUE ) BECKS

Joddo Livra

% Descender
Parts of lowercase
letters that extend

# below.the

baseline.
Trackifllg
€ f 3 In typograp Y,
& Trac:’f'g Increase or
saGeIng decreases the
T'rackiing Sacing

3
- r4

between letters.

Supermacado

Lato

Oswald

Chela On
Vollkorn

Abel

Capriola
Acme

Playfair Display
Open Sans

of a wave
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Ripple: At the start the image s S
waves, of course repeating the word was obvious but I decided on flipping it lo recreale the image
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The images on the right are
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LLogo Design

Making a couple options on the
left for my final logo design.
Making many options for
different combinations. I
included a couple lines in some

te g i 'Thzlm-wresuﬂ’iha . T e
e oo puipurake bty some logos on the.
Te Puipuiake o Piha Te Puipuiake 0 9 bottom, though in the end i didn't
TeFiapuiake Piha s end up choosing a logo with a
ik P h a : TePuipuiakeo  line in it I felt inserting an image
e Puipuiake | ; wipiseo  PIHA with a clear separation from the
; text would be cleaner.

Piha

The typographic compositions above were trials for playing on type in relation to the subjecl.

Trail: I kept thinking of a tire track or a hiking
tracks are lighter than others and made some words Grey.

Wharenga: In Maori it means the overhang of a curling wave. Using repetition Lo create the shape
i Lom words in a lighter shade Lo Lry and replicale how water is

Cave: 1 feel like Cave with the A blacked out creates a simple and effective message.

stuck in my head w
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Formal Rendering of First Sketch g

- Hinerangi

Resemble an archaeological dig, again layers if the earth, strings, interactive, pegs
Platform into building, mimics layers of the earth - Central Pou like figure,

" - Woman at lion rock who lost husband sat on a cliff waiting for return.
Natural Pigments
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“Uncovering the Past”
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Skylights to include environment
Not invade scenery, blend in
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Seating
- Layered seats / like conversation pit
- - Larger scale
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