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Marker commentary 

Thoughtful use of imagery and careful attention to detail form the foundation of this 
Outstanding Scholarship portfolio. The proposition is “Time through the transience of the 
present moment”. Aptly capturing thoughtful contemplation, the portfolio shows the 
candidate’s ability to explore and capitalise upon their discoveries using limited subject matter. 
Insightful research into pansy floriography (pensée) and deliberate decisions about pose, gaze 
and placement of the figures creates an evocative investigation where spatial arrangement 
and paint processes are used meaningfully to convey transience. The candidate’s approach to 
demonstrates focus and commitment to developing practical understanding as they refine 
strategies to balance representational space, pattern and design across each sequence. The 
portfolio demonstrates a range of practice towards understanding media, supported by 
carefully curated links to established practice which inform the development of paint 
processes and pictorial ideas. The portfolio and workbook relate strongly as dual sites of 
knowledge, documenting a learning journey throughout the year with evidence of concurrent 
exploration of content and concept in the development of the candidate’s ideas. Source 
imagery is authentic and is produced through exploratory drawing and photography integrated 
within the study both in class and at home. 
Conceptually, the portfolio is well supported by inquiry that is carefully documented in the 
workbook. The candidate positions themself at the centre of the project and advances the 
proposition by asking related questions and returning to key drivers throughout the study. 
Wider links to literature are considered as the candidate becomes confident in creating 
symbolism to communicate ideas about feminine stereotypes, the impermanence of time and 
cycles within nature. Quotes from wider reading provide thematic connections that inform the 
practice, such as “Some things are more precious because they don’t last long”. 
The candidate purposefully employs colour for effect and combines imagery to communicate 
moments in time. On Panel 1 they set out to create “an uneasy, deceptively alluring 
atmosphere” where tension and anxiety are communicated in the picking of a flower, and 
bright petals and leaves represent the flush of life before eventual decay. Artist models are 
carefully selected for their relevance to idea and technique. Hope Gangloff, Vincent van Gogh, 
John Singer Sargent, Amy Dury, Kehinde Wiley and Alphonse Mucha provide informative and 
purposeful study into colour theory, paint application, composition, pose and pattern. Critical 
thinking, synthesis and communication are clearly demonstrated as the candidate develops 
and refines processes to meet the high standard they set for themself. Trial and error, 
refinement towards mastery of technique and persistent attention to detail are consistent 
features in their drive to produce work. Shifting pictorial space as a metaphor for time is 
supported by varied format, delicate transparency and positive and negative motif in the 
second half of the portfolio. Surface, light and an assured deftness of touch create affinity and 
juxtaposition within component parts of each painting, encouraging the eye to move across 
each composition before resting on chosen focal points. When viewed in its entirety, the 
portfolio benefits from thoughtful consideration of layout, format and colour consistency. The 
candidate demonstrates a range of approaches to paint processes and technique, skilfully 
advancing their understanding of the potential of the medium to express their ideas. 


