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Marker commentary 

This Painting Scholarship portfolio presents an engaging study into process and media as a 
metaphor for self-discovery and understanding. The candidate positions themself at the 
centre of the study, investigating a range of options in a deliberately limited suite of motifs to 
communicate their ideas. The portfolio is inventive, experimental and reflective as the 
candidate evaluates and repositions themself in relation to their experiences. The workbook 
provides a clear and organised view into the candidate’s underlying motivation and intent. 
The candidate develops a range of processes, imagery and motifs to communicate a sense 
of disquiet, movement and tension that reflects their exploration of identity. Explicit 
references to depicting different variations or types of self are deliberately avoided, as the 
candidate instead generates a series of visual metaphors to communicate self-critique and 
understanding. Formal relationships between process and subject are explored as surface, 
composition and materiality function both for their intrinsic visual qualities and as metaphors 
within their journey of discovery. Differing viewpoints and shifting scales and points of focus 
occur within and between sequences of work as the candidate extends their narrative intent. 
References to Alice in Wonderland, The Princess and the Pea and Eve are incorporated 
meaningfully and with humour. The recurring theme of the apple morphs, becomes 
embellished, is placed in comparison with other fruit, shatters and becomes weightily 
overwhelmed as a metaphor for the teenage experience. In the workbook, the candidate 
explicitly refers to the apple as a deliberate choice for its universality and symbolism in 
“reflecting the complex journey of discovering one’s identity”. 
Accident and discovery function as part of the candidate’s process and become a fitting 
metaphor for growth and acceptance of self, as the workbook shifts between establishing a 
proposition, struggling to gain control over skills and media, and engaging in reflection. 
Strategies are tested, considered, rejected and developed before being incorporated into the 
portfolio with intent. Focal point, leading lines, deconstructed spaces and juxtaposed surface 
textures engage the viewer and encourage movement in and around the pictorial space. 
Purposeful and relevant links to established practice and artist models are made in the 
workbook, and the candidate interprets these in relation to their intended study, choosing 
carefully which aspects to incorporate into their own thinking. 
There is a clear sense of “hand and head” at work throughout the portfolio. The candidate 
poses questions for themself and seeks solutions to communicate their ideas in a variety of 
formats and viewpoints. The portfolio is consistent in its approach and considered in its 
layout. The restricted colour palette allows focus on refining skills and creating opportunities 
to develop and expand the possibilities of surface. The proposition is located within the 
candidate’s own experience, while the limited iconography enables pictorial exploration in 
developing an authentic aesthetic without undue reliance on external imagery. 

 

  




