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Marker commentary 

This Outstanding Scholarship portfolio demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of the 
central proposition, beginning with extensive research into how children experience 
emotions, trauma, and resilience. Research for the brief “When I fall in the mind forest” 
informs every phase of decision-making and underpins the clarity of purpose and audience. 
The candidates’ analysis of conceptual and visual language demonstrates perceptive insight 
as they consistently reflect on how young children engage with imagery, narrative voice, and 
learning tools, thereby shaping outcomes to meet these needs authentically. 
Throughout the workbook, the candidate systematically evaluates and reforms ideas, 
returning repeatedly to refine typeface design, character development, and narrative 
structure. This iterative process sustains both core concepts of emotional expression and 
storytelling, as well as subsidiary ideas such as developing tools that support positive 
behaviour and resilience. 
The candidate’s performance demonstrates independence through the creation of a self-
made image bank, hand-built typeface, and character iconography representing diverse 
emotional states. Lateral thinking is evident in their ability to shift between outputs, including 
storybook spreads, flashcards, and an app, while exploring imaginative possibilities and 
maintaining conceptual cohesion. 
Research drawing on child development, illustrative practices, and visual communication 
informs a coherent and multilayered project. The candidate integrates knowledge from 
educational, emotional, and design contexts, resulting in outcomes that are both 
conceptually rich and visually engaging. 
The candidate moves beyond a single outcome by developing the project into 
interconnected formats, including the illustrated book, flashcard system, and interactive app. 
Each extension is informed by research into how children learn and process emotions, 
demonstrating strategic and purposeful lateral expansion. 
Illustrations, typeface, layouts, and app interface design show skilled and confident handling 
of media and production values. The candidate continually produces new illustrations in 
direct response to narrative developments, resulting in original and expressive visual 
language suited to young audiences. 
Research into children’s emotional development, alongside investigation of relevant visual 
models, informs shifts in direction across the workbook. Each phase shows the candidate 
repositioning their inquiry, moving from storytelling approaches to game-like interaction and 
app design while sustaining the core concept. 
The candidate demonstrates understanding of how design formats influence meaning, 
adjusting layout principles for different platforms. Their integration of text, image, and 
interactive elements shows thoughtful evaluation of how each process supports emotional 
education and audience engagement. 
Work across the Portfolio is cohesive, confident, and stylistically unified. The candidate’s 
voice remains consistently clear, and the intent to help children understand and express 



emotions is evident in every outcome. Independence is reinforced through original 
illustration, self-directed research, and confident handling of a distinctive visual language. 
Playful, illustrative iconography, a hand-built typeface, and atmospheric scenes together 
construct a compelling, child-friendly visual language. This language is applied fluently 
across formats and remains aligned with the project’s emotional and educational aims. 
The candidate demonstrates strong refinement decisions as they move from investigation 
toward polished final spreads, cover design, and app screens. Their ability to filter and 
synthesise ideas ensures that final outcomes appear resolved and original. 
Typography, composition, sequencing, and character design are investigated through a 
conceptual lens focused on how children perceive emotion and narrative. These 
considerations inform formal design decisions and strengthen conceptual clarity. 
The workbook clearly articulates the candidate’s reasoning, documenting how each design 
choice supports the central purpose. Critical commentary demonstrates awareness of 
audience needs and a reflective approach to refining the emotional narrative. 

 




