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Marker commentary 

The Scholarship Design portfolio demonstrates logical development and intentional decision-
making from the outset in the cohesive narrative brief “Shroomery”, centred on home 
mushroom cultivation. Beginning with a thorough and original investigation, they generate 
their own illustrations and imagery rather than relying on found sources, establishing a clear 
visual foundation. Their logo investigation is comprehensive and shows purposeful testing, 
refinement, and selection that evidences an ability to evaluate and reform ideas through an 
iterative process. This approach reflects critical thinking and perceptive understanding of 
how visual strategies communicate with clarity and resolution. 
The transition into zine development shows how the candidate selectively employs methods 
and formulates visual and conceptual devices to advance ideas. Their workflow is lateral and 
well structured, demonstrating fluency with materials, media, and publication conventions. 
Rather than repeating imagery, they expand their visual language and apply typography with 
control, consistency, and communicative intent. 
Research informs each stage of the portfolio, supporting contextual understanding and 
engagement with the subject matter. This integration extends into poster design, website 
development, and packaging, where the candidate adapts methods to suit different formats 
while maintaining conceptual cohesion. Interaction planning and scrolling behaviour in the 
website design demonstrate technical understanding and the ability to deconstruct and 
integrate media processes to realise complex outcomes. 
Throughout the portfolio, communication strategies remain clear and audience focused. The 
candidate defines their target audience early and uses this understanding to guide tone, 
messaging, and visual language across all deliverables. Taglines, typographic hierarchy, and 
cohesive branding reinforce clarity, while contextual mock-ups establish outcomes within 
real-world environments. 
Final works, including the zine, posters, website, and packaging, are fully resolved and 
crafted to a high standard, evidencing strong production values and conceptual resolution. 
The workbook is used effectively to clarify communication strategies, evaluate production 
steps, and identify subsequent stages, highlighting links between intent, process, and 
outcome. This sustained development and systematic refinement reflect independence and 
a critical perspective that elevates the overall portfolio to a Scholarship level of performance. 
The volume of self-generated imagery, research-informed analysis, and typographic 
exploration is a notable strength of this portfolio and reflects deep engagement and a strong 
commitment to the subject matter. 

  




