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Marker commentary 

This Outstanding Scholarship portfolio showcases the candidate’s articulation of a 
compelling proposition that explores the interplay between the natural and constructed 
environments of the Orokonui sanctuary, presented through the conceptual lens “Orokonui: A 
Love Story.” The investigation is grounded in authentic personal engagement, informed by 
interactions with people, flora and fauna, ecological dynamics, interspecies relationships, and 
the diverse narratives that exist within the predator-proof sanctuary. The portfolio functions 
as a refined microcosm of the candidate’s photographic journey. 
Research is extensive, insightful, and demonstrates intellectual rigour. Cultural understanding 
is intentionally sought through engagement with both people and whenua, resulting in 
contextual research that meaningfully supports the exploration of key conceptual ideas. The 
photographic practice is informed by a cultural and Te Ao Māori perspective, enabling a 
nuanced understanding of the local and semi-local influences shaping the Orokonui 
environment. 
The candidate’s documentation reveals innovative and lateral strategies for photographing 
wildlife and natural settings. Purposeful use of natural lighting is evident, employed to 
examine colour, texture, form, and, critically, contrast. Connections to established practice 
are comprehensive, and the candidate’s readiness to engage in iterative experimentation 
illustrates a reflective and analytically driven approach to image-making. 
Overall, the Outstanding Scholarship portfolio extends the scope of the portfolio by 
presenting a comprehensive and well-supported investigation. The portfolio and workbook 
evidence display a considered and fluent application of research, as well as a consistently 
high level of engagement with both the conceptual content and the photographic practice. 
Collectively, the depth of inquiry and sophistication of execution affirm the candidate’s 
capacity to operate at an exemplary scholarly level. 

 




