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Marker commentary 

This Scholarship portfolio demonstrates compelling engagement with place and 
Tūrangawaewae, articulating a strong sense of personal belonging. The candidate employs a 
geographical lens to navigate the rivers that weave through the whenua and the enduring 
presence of Taranaki Maunga, Te Papa Kura o Taranaki, which stands as a guardian over the 
region. The resulting photographs communicate, with depth and sensitivity, the ways in 
which the candidate’s upbringing is shaped by whānau and lived experience. 
Research is extensive, purposeful, and directly aligned with the candidate’s conceptual 
proposition, effectively informing their approaches to image making. Technical capability is 
evident through sophisticated use of time, light, atmosphere, and contrast to construct mood 
and emotion. A substantial suite of experimental explorations complements the primary body 
of work, employing diverse techniques and processes to investigate alternative ways of 
perceiving and representing the landscape environment. 
The candidate demonstrates thoughtful consideration of conservation and its significance, 
reflecting personal connections to the environment from both ground level and aerial 
perspectives. Their commitment to predator free initiatives and biodiversity protection is 
captured with clarity, expertise, and confidence from elevated viewpoints. 
Research functions as the driving force behind both image taking and image making. The 
candidate investigates a range of established practices to inform their photographic inquiry 
and outcomes. Their visual documentation reveals lateral, inventive approaches to 
photographing the maunga, using natural light to accentuate the powerful forms and 
contours of the environment. 
Overall, this Scholarship portfolio extends the breadth and depth of the portfolio, presenting 
a coherent, well supported, and highly personal investigation. Across both the Portfolio and 
workbook of evidence, the candidate demonstrates sustained integration of research, 
content, and photographic practice. 

 

  




