Skateboard lights and shadow

My journey Intention and purpsoe
| got my first skateboard when | was 9 for my Through my board, | want to capture
Christmas present. Back then | thought | would skateboarding in different lighting condition. |
look cool and that was my motivation. But as the wanted to create a board that explore

, : different techniques that you can use in
years passed, | moved a lot and situation : )

h e ek 3 h €15 Photography. Last Year's board was mainly
changed and llost Interest. but at the.age af 15, focused on the day time so this year's goal
when | came to New Zealand, | thought | needed was to go out and take photos during the
a way to make friends outside of school and that different time of the day so that | can
lead me to pick up skateboard once again. This experiment under different lighting
was successful and skateboarding became a big conditions.
part of my social life. | met a lot of people Why Iights7 Why shadows?
through skateboarding and many of them When | was creating my Level 2 Photography
became my friends. | realized that there are so board, | realized that | am interested in the
many sides to skateboarding, including sports, a shadows. | have used the technique of
tool to socialize, transport and escape. | was silhouettes. The shadows were everywhere
interested in skateboarding because it means around me yet it made the subject look so
different things for each skaters and | wanted to impactful. This year | wanted to continue
find what it means to me. This was the reason

explore shadows but wanted to go beyond and
, _ explore the fundamental ingredient of

why | decided to do Skateboarding as my theme . y ARIREIECEN

last year.

shadows, the lights.
Inspirations

For my artist models | wanted to create a
similar work as Roger Deakins and Tal
Roberts. Roger Deakins is 15 times Academy
awards nominated cinematographer. His
work often look at the shadows and
silhouettes. Similarly Tal Roberts looks at
shadows and silhouette. He is an extreme
sports photographer and he takes some
photos of skateboarding. Thus his subject
matters relates to my work. Some of his slow
shutter speed photos are going to influence [
my work later on but | wasn't looking at
them when | chose him for my main artist
model

What | enjoyed about skate photography was the
mixture of documentary photos which | capture
the moment and staged photos which | direct
the skaters to do something. In order to have the
right balance of two, | finded it easy to just go out
with my friends to skate for a day and shoot as
much as | can. This way, | could get lots of kinds
of photos that | can pick from. Therefore, having
friends who can skate and happy to be taken
photos were treasure for me and | couldn’t have
completed the board without their help.

Roger Deakins work  Tal Roberts work



David hilliard’s Triptych

David Hilliard's triptych was something that | wanted to try
out because it looks at compositions of photos from a new
Com postiOn perspective. Looking back on the first shoot | did this year it

In order to dive in to the lighting of Photography, | wanted to start simple. Steart LNCEkE B s CR | BRI i =il Ea Rt rig) e
B : 3 o FE e the rest of the board.

from where | was familiar which was start from day time natural lighting. However

taking skate boarding photo in the day time was too broad and in order to condut a

shooting plan and schedule | needed something to focus on. Thus, | decided to focus

on composition which was also fundamental part of Photography such as lighting.

Board 1 ideas and excecution

David Hilliard’s work

Use of nature in
the shot
Isolating the

Artist model inspiration: Tal Roberts subject within

His isolating the subject with the the frame.

background of the skies attracted me

because it made the subject stand out

more. His subjects were often extreme

sports such as skating, skiing and A line with in the
snowboarding. Therefore, his subject Using the middle photo Looking at multiple frame creating
matter was similar to mine so it was easy to show the information subjects in one photo the sense of

to recreate his style. on where they are and their relation connection.

The idea of isolating the subject in the sky is
something that I'll come back to when | go
into board 2 and start doing silhouette work.
So the use of Tal Roberts doesn't end here.

Editing the photos

One of my favourite thing about taking
photos is sharing the photos | took. In
the present society Social Media takes a
huge role in our lives and Photography
is not an exception. In order to appeal
to the young audience on Instagram |
want to present my photos in the best
way. Since | started to think so | started
spending a lot of time in my editing. |
~Raw photo of the top left photo in my board 1 ~often underexpose the photo and try to
use the lowest ISO possible in order to
keep the quality of the photo as high as
possible. | always look at the colour
because the colour gives the
information such as the what time of
the day, where it was taken and who is
in the photo. Also it helps to convey the
mood that you felt when you took the
photo.

Tal Roberts work

The idea of taking a shot of Skaters spread around
in the long landscape frame was something |
wanted to execute long time. | got this idea for
the composition from the famous last supper
painting by Leonardo Da Vinci.




SCRAPPED IDEAS

Some of the photos | have taken
didn't end up on ,the board. For
example in the shoot 2 I've
experimented with Bokeh and
attempted to focus on the
technical aspect of Photography.

that came out of the shoot, |
decided not to include the work
on my board because they didn't
feel like it matches with the rest

Even though | did like the result ©

lincluded lots of reflection work in my last year's board. | found joy
in taking photos of reflection because it added another layer to the

Reflection

photo and didn't feel like I'm just taking photos of people doing
skate tricks. Even the simplest subject can be turned into

interesting photo just by using reflections. That realization started
my interest in experimenting with reflection.

e a

Last year’s work with reflection

During the summer break, |

Using windshield of ; . 2
of my work. In order to create acar to get a experimented with different ways to
the Bokeh | used the smallest rillactlen forthe sVt i & A t r
Aperture which was F3.4. | also street photograph grLiioeuan 4 o1 ergn sl
~ used the manual focus and in - example, Whe.n | was doing street
. terms of editing them, | Finding a photography in Auckland city, | found
- : windshield of a car ; 3

saturated color so that it g AT out that windshield of cars can create
matches with my artist model. interesting interesting reflection of the subject. |

| used Uta Barth for my artist
model. Her work often uses
colours such as blue and
Yellow which | adopted in my
- work. Also how she looks at
the depth of field was one of
the reason why | used her as

reflection in my
shoot 2 but | ended
up not using the
shot

an artist model.

Another reflection | looked
at during the summer was

tried this trick for my shoot 2. Even
though, | didn't use the photo for the
board, I'm grad that | got a trick up on
my sleeves to use any time.

i tried to use
some puddles
to create the

The photo that worked well in Board 2

using a piece of glass. By

Inorder to make the ' carrying around this when | ;(;Zectlon 4
subject standout | go to the shoots, | can create
decided to photoshop reflection any where, » underground
out the trees in the Because it is a piece of a Jamy  carpark. But
backgragund. glass the camera see The piece of there were
| also edited the photo through it so it gives another glass that | used not enough
to brighten up the layer of reflection on top of  to create the ~ 19hts and
subject and change the | the background ; reflection
colors. \ reflection
8 , wasn't clear
Frame in Fram | \ enough
tlllil‘(i(“‘ i‘lf‘uii " .l\rii')J‘tl\Jr”ii !xli!,(n :t(l) : | ‘. Initia"y' reflection was supposed ' V |
. p——y Y ; }I ] totake up more space in the
R W‘\/ & M" b R board but | ended up using only 2
ot hres camnrseting {" photos. This is because | wanted to
e s ' N - ‘ explore different ways of how

The griding of this photo it xitels gt lights works in the later on in the

is something | paid a lot RS boards. Both of the photos that |

of attention to. the picked captures middle of the

vartical lines that you | have used the rule of third in actions and it makes the photo

can seen in the phot this photo. where the two lines e impactful. Moreover, | used the

makes the photo look  connects at the bottome right, | reflection that | found on the tile

organized. The made sure that my subject is which is not where people expect

horizontal lines in the  placed. to find reflection therefore, it has

bottom shows the depth % | (2 originality.

of the photo.



The shot from Sicario \

| had to wait
few hours for
the sky to look
like the image
in the above
from Sicario.

This shoot was
challenging
because i've
never done
any shoot
under this
lighting
condition. it
was dark yet |
had to get fast
shutterspeed
to get clear
silhouette

ISO 200
/4.5
Shutter speed:1/320 sec

Flilpped my image upside
down to make the subject
look more alive. It was
during the golden hour so i
had nice lighting therfore,
not mush post production
was needed. This group
shot was inspired from the
shot of the film “A clockwork

Orange”

Itis important
to go low as
much as you
can when you
tried to get
this kind of
shot. It's
because
skateboard
cannot cover
the
background
trees. If it
does, you
won't be able
to see the
skateboard’s
silhouette

The shot from “A clockwork Orange”

Blade Runner 2049

Leading line that reveals
the subject

Inverted images
| came up with the idea of
inverting an image of

the su!ajgct in the By flipping the shadow from the film The

spt?nos\‘,’;;l“gt?)“t | photo upside tree of life released in
down the i i

vl theBlista ey ?01 L b}/ inverting the

. image, it made the

impactful. stands out g

Therefore, | used e shadow.more al‘lve and

composition photo almost like looking at

techniques to do silhouettes. | liked the idea

SO

of taking a photo of just
the ground but tells so
much more stories.

Cropped in a way it will
make the symmetry

another diagnal
leading line

Silhouettes, ideas from various films
After looking at how the lights bounce of | knew
the next focus was on how the lights are blocked. |
knew | had to focus on shadows and silhouette.
Many of my photos have been inspired from lots of
films that I've seen in the past and when | was
planning my shoots | often watch them again in

| had to take the shot
at the very right
moment when the

silhouette of | put the subject in

The stills from The tree of life

order to create the same look or feel.

Still shot from Roger Deakins” films

Added the street light
to balance out the
composition

the center to ffollow
my artistic model

skateboard is clear
and it is in the sky.

Orange background and silhouette

Looking at Roger Deakins' work | realized that
Orange coloured background and a silhouette in
the centre of the frame was his signature shot. What
these shots have in common is that all the shots
takes place when the character is walking into a
new area they haven't been to. The area always
turns out to be a dangerous place where the
character almost lose their life. Therefore, the shots
like this has an impact on the audience by making
them realize that the character is walking into
uncertain and chaotic world.

What | wanted to achieve by taking a photo that is
inspired by his work was to have a visual impact
and to have the sense of uncertainty and chaos.
After this shot, the rest of my board takes place at
the night time and the visual style become more
abstract. The purpose of this shot was to finish of
the day time section and let them know that it's
going into a different world where the chaos is
visible.

Editing notes:

« Darkened the shadow to create a nice silhouette.

« Saturating the colour so that orange comes off strong (there were
more Blue in the Raw image)

« Putting up more contrast on Adobe lightroom



Night Photography

Another shoot that did not end up in my board
was my shoot 5. It was inspired by Lasor Kola.
This shoot didn't work well because of lack of
experience in it. Night photography was
challenging because | wasn't familiar with the
low key lighting. Also my camera didn't allow
me to use high ISO because | wanted to keep
the quality.

N —

i ﬁlginné,

distructing signs. The subject doesn't stand out as much

The issue

| wasn't happy with the results that I've got from my shoot4. Lasor Kola was a suitable artist
model yet the night photography with the camera | have wasn't getting a good enough
quality to satisfy me. On top of that finding the place where there's enough lights were very
difficult at night time. Most of the photos came out to be either not happy with the quality
or not happy with the composition of the photos.

The solution

From the experience of not being able to work with the low lighting | had to come up with new
ideas. | had experience in working for local musicians at the gig scenes. My friend who also does
the same thing Bella Fenton had this style of using flash and the long exposure at the same time. |

decided to adopt the same ideas due to the lack of lighting equipment's and also to make the
musicians more dramatic.

| Belle Fenton’s work that
inspired me

The ideas at the UFO New Lynn The Weather Here at the UFO New Lynn

After going to few gigs and trying out the technique, realized that itcould be used for my school
work. This is when | realized that | had issue with getting enough light during the night time but
by using longexposure and flash, | can get enough lights to tell what’s going on. Also long

exposure and how the light works can be another stylized way to explore how the lights work in
Photography



Adopting the techniques

The preparation for shoot 7

Photos that didn't go on
my board

The photos on the left are the photos from the last
photoshoot but never got on to the final board.

1. My subject ' '

2. the work

light that | 1.1like the techniques that | used but didn't like the
brought for fact he was not facing the camera and can’t see his
the shoot. facial expression

2. the subject is not in the center and from
composition perspective it does not look good.

3. Not much motion blur. It is not as impactful for the
audience because the shutter speed is too fast and it
looks like he isn't moving.

3. the camera |
onatripodto

get the low -' }
angle long

_— exposure
Behind the scene of Shoot 7 shot.
My sbject standing in front of

The fisheye lens that |
decided to use for this
the work light and the tripod shoot

that | have used

| had the circle

The ﬁnal ShOt frame around

The results of the shoot 7

B ‘ i
Using both flash and the work Ilghts Only using the flash as my light source

Using the fisheye lens to make
the subject look bigger

Before going into the shoot my idea for the shoot was use both my photo like
flash and the work lights and the long exposure but during the the image
shoot | realized that | don't have to stick to the three techniques. The final shot of the board is above because | _
This was my first time bringing an artificial light into the shoot so | something that combies the used the fisheye mg:lomgfir
decided to play around with it without using the flash. As a result techniques that I've learnt this year. Iel:c?tclglfg t(:hat thesublad
the photo ended us cleating motion blur and made the photos look From the composition to the use of Eut P lock he is
more abstract. I've learnt that being spontaneously creates colour and lighting its all there. This moving
unexpected work and you can only do that when you plan your shoot was more difficult than the foward
shoot precisely and know exactly what you are doing and you got previous shoot because this time R
the capacity to do so. the camera was following my the right contrasting
subject while the shutter was open. moment color
For the last shoot, | used tripod and when the on his jeans
the camera stayed at one place. But board is
for this one lwas riding my go:;cg)rds : ,
skateboard when | took this shot. P ' ﬁé;’ﬁc\)’a”ous
That's why the subject is clear but balance up
you can see the motion blur in the the photos
background. This was challenging
for me if | did this shoot at the start Took this
of the year because there’s always IShf(t)t _féom s, | Tt
rick of dropping camera if you fall of nieasr']isg his l C§;2? the
from skateboard. However, | was Fredal Orange
confortable with my camera already expressions whihc was
and i could trust myself enough to are more the
ride skateboard while holding my visible fundament
camera and taking a photo. il
previous
boards



Performing arts and
Outside of school work | have been.... g
Putting on a workshop during lunch time for art of the week in school. S ka te b Oa rd I n g

| was offered to put a Photography workshop in school and | made a presentation and
taught others how | take photos. | explained 8 main techniques thati often use in
Photography and how | used them in the photos. After my presentation | let the other
students take photos of the random objects | brought with the technique that | taught
them.

Performing arts have been a big part of my life in last few years. | was doing piano
lesson since | was 4, | enjoy doing drama. This year | directed and played in
Macbeth, taking apart in Shiela Winn Shakespeare competition. Fortunately | was
chose for National Shakespeare School Production and spend 9 days in Dunedin
with 47 other students who were also chosen from the competition.

Personally speaking, photographing skateboarding and acting is similar. They are
both real and fake at the same time. When | step on stage for any production | am
playing the character so it is "fake" but at the same time | am myself. Weather |
play Macbeth or Othello or any other character | am me and | can't play the
character unless | express a part of me. Otherwise, my Macbeth or Othello would
same as other actors and there's no point in ME playing the character.

Me helding a workshop at schook——

| approach taking skateboarding in the same way. It's someone else who is riding
The photos that students took at my workshop. the skat-eboard and there are so many aspect of it that | cz.:mpot cqntrql. It relies on
Th : h it - ht th the environment such as weather, the structure of the buildings, lighting, the

€y are using the techiiquies that! taught them ability of my models. However, | add my own taste by directing my subject where

at the workshop to stand, bringing specific gears and choosing locations

—— Using Jaxtaposition and back lighting

Using depth of field

AESS

The group pho at I - [ ]
Me (on the right) in Othello costuem at NSSP




What now?

Making film

Films have been so much inspiration for me this year for Photography. Moreover, | started
Photography in order to understand films more so | want to start making films more.

| always dreamed of directing feature films in a future. Working on this Portopholio gave me
an idea for a film. Which is a story about a teenager going in to the city to skate in the middle
of summer. During my journey meeting with friends and making all the memories were
something | enjoyed a lot and | want to tell my story some day. | am imagining the film to be
something that’s a mixture of “American Graffiti”and “mid 90's". American Graffiti captures few
teenager’s one day during the summer break. “mid 90's” is about a teenage boy starts to
spend time with older skaters. Both of the films were based on the director, George Lucus and
Jonah Hills own experience. Therefore, if | could make a movie that’s based on what |
experienced through Photography, that would be dream come true.

So far I've direted a short film “the enticement”and | use lots of techniques that | gained with
photography. The visual element of the film was a lot similar to what | usually do with my
camera in Photography. The use of silhouette, depth of field, shadows, they are all there. So in
the future, | am confident to say that things that I've learnd will keep influencing my work in
moving picture.

rftfcn and directed by jonah I

/ coming soon A24

Stills from my short film “the enticement”
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