
 
 

 

Short item for Schools to include in their newsletters 
 
New enrolment-based measure of NCEA attainment 
 
NZQA and the Ministry of Education have changed the way NCEA and University 
Entrance attainment is reported.  
 
The new enrolment-based measure of NCEA attainment replaces NZQA’s roll-based 
and participation-based measures.  It provides a more precise picture of attainment. 
It counts all domestic students in years 11 to 13 aged less than 19 on 1 January, 
rather than taking a snapshot of students as at 1 July.  It also counts up to three 
ethnicities students identify with, rather than limiting this to just one. 
 
As a result, NZQA advises that most schools will see a change in their attainment 
rates.  It is a statistical adjustment that doesn’t reflect school performance, teaching 
practice or an individual student’s results.  Also, whilst NCEA and University Entrance 
attainment rates do change for most schools, the amount of improvement in student 
attainment is similar and positive using the enrolment-based measure. 
 
NZQA has consulted with schools on the way attainment is reported at a school 
level.   
 
More information can be found here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/studying-in-new-zealand/secondary-school-and-ncea/find-information-about-a-school/secondary-school-statistics/enrolment-based-measure/

