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Assessment Specifications  

 

Level 2 Music 2026 
Published in October 2025 

General information 

Domain: Making Music and Music Studies 

Standards: 91275, 91276, 91277 

Assessment method: Examination, end of year  

Assessment medium: Printed paper 

 

Music subject page 

National secondary examinations timetable 

Information relating to all achievement standards 

Special assessment conditions 

Refer to the NZQA website for further information:  

Aromatawai special assessment conditions 

Specific information for individual achievement standards 

Standard: 91275 

Title: Demonstrate aural understanding through written 

representation 

Version: 3 

Number of credits: 4 

Candidates will be required to listen to pre-recorded music extracts and respond to tasks 

using appropriate musical notation and written evidence. 

The following skills will be assessed: 

• identification of chord progressions and cadences 

• transcription of melodic lines from the upper or lower parts of a texture 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/subject/music/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6NzplNDFlOjBjOGY4YTllNWMwY2NlZWIyMDg5MjNiY2EyMWU4ZjI5MGRjYzE2ZmVjNTViZTE3MzkyYTZkYjJlMGU5MzIxMjk6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/subject/music/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6NzplNDFlOjBjOGY4YTllNWMwY2NlZWIyMDg5MjNiY2EyMWU4ZjI5MGRjYzE2ZmVjNTViZTE3MzkyYTZkYjJlMGU5MzIxMjk6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/calendars/exam-timetable/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6NzplODg5OjgwY2ZjOWUzZWVjZGRjYjZiNmZlYmE1NjBkZGQ4N2M3N2M3YjQzOWJlMWU3ZTBlOGMwNmU3ZGJiOTI4ZDVmN2Q6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-for-teachers-and-schools/special-assessment-conditions/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6NzpmNDdkOjViZmU4Yjg4MTQyNmI4MjU4YTVhNzkxNThiZTU5N2Y1MjBmMGQzZGM5NzQzZWI1ODI2YTZiZjdiYWRjNTVlMjc6cDpUOk4
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• understanding of the use of elements and features, such as instrumentation and timbre; 

terms, signs, and performance markings; melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic features; and 

textural, structural, and compositional devices. 

An audio recording of music extracts will be supplied. 

Please refer to the Explanatory Notes in AS 91275. 

Further clarification of the elements and features applicable at Levels 1, 2, and 3 Music can 

be found on the Music Subject Resources page, under the heading “Other Music 

resources”. 

 

 

Standard: 91276 

Title: Demonstrate knowledge of conventions in a range of music 

scores 

Version: 3 

Number of credits: 4 

Candidates will be required to refer to music score extracts and respond to questions using 

appropriate musical notation and written evidence. 

Music from the following styles / genres will be represented: 

• musical theatre vocal with accompaniment 

• wind quintet 

• piano duet 

Please refer to the Explanatory Notes in AS 91276. 

Further clarification of the knowledge and conventions applicable at Levels 1, 2, and 3 

Music can be found on the Music Subject Resources page, under the heading “More 

Resources”. 

 

 

Standard: 91277 

Title: Demonstrate knowledge of two substantial and contrasting 

music works 

Version: 3 

Number of credits: 6 

Candidates will be required to provide extended written responses, supported by specific 

musical evidence, to questions referring to TWO music works they have studied. 

Reference to the score of at least one work is required. Manuscript paper will be provided 

within the examination booklet for use if necessary. However, the reproduction of extended 

musical quotations is not a requirement of the standard. 

Please refer to the Explanatory Notes in AS 91277. 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___http:/www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/ncea-resource/achievements/2016/as91275.pdf___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6Nzo4ZDY2Ojc2NDJmYzQ3YTllNmVlNTJlY2Q2MDA5NDNjYjk5NzJiNTg2ODRmYWI4MzcxOWZlOGYzNGRmNGM0OTQxZTkxYTE6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/subject/music___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6Nzo5ZmVjOmIzMzM4MDJiZjc0YTZkMDhmYjJiMGY4N2JlMTg1MTZlZGI5ODI4YmU3M2U5MGI3MjJlNjNlODU2OTQ3OTI4NzE6cDpUOk4#other-music-resources
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/subject/music___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6Nzo5ZmVjOmIzMzM4MDJiZjc0YTZkMDhmYjJiMGY4N2JlMTg1MTZlZGI5ODI4YmU3M2U5MGI3MjJlNjNlODU2OTQ3OTI4NzE6cDpUOk4#other-music-resources
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___http:/www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/ncea-resource/achievements/2016/as91276.pdf___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6Nzo3OTZmOjM2M2ViNmM1YTVhNWQyMTQ2MmU3NTFlNGUzN2VhYWRmM2MxZDg4NDlkYzA5NmRjZjlhMDExMmI0ZDhjNjE2ODQ6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/music/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6Nzo3ZjMwOmMxNWY0ZDQ1MTA2MWVhN2ZjMmIxOGY4YzU5YTJjMDljZDI3ZmE1NDFkMjhmZThiNTYwMjk4NGMxZmJlMmYyMjM6cDpUOk4#other-music-resources
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/music/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6Nzo3ZjMwOmMxNWY0ZDQ1MTA2MWVhN2ZjMmIxOGY4YzU5YTJjMDljZDI3ZmE1NDFkMjhmZThiNTYwMjk4NGMxZmJlMmYyMjM6cDpUOk4#other-music-resources
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___http:/www.nzqa.govt.nz/nqfdocs/ncea-resource/achievements/2016/as91277.pdf___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86YTAzZWE3ZjIxMGI5NzdhNzgzMDAzMmFjYzhkNWRmODQ6Nzo5Yzg3OmI3ZWM5Mjg4MDgxYTAwMDc1MzkxMmFlNWZiZTllY2RiOGM4OTdjNDQwNGQwYWZjZTkxZTM0ZjI1MTY1NmIzOTY6cDpUOk4
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