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NCEA Social Studies Remote Learning and Assessment 

Subject matrices are a guide to assessment where remote teaching, learning and assessment have to take place due to a significant event leading to 
closure of schools over an extended period of time. For example, lockdown, natural disaster, etc. 

General Guidance 
Students will need access to the internet for the research for internal standards identified in green cells below. This may pose issues around access 
and equity for some students, which you will need to consider in your programme planning. 
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Social Studies Matrix 

COLOUR KEY: A colour-coding system to categorise standards according to the advice in this document. 

Green: These standards are suitable for remote teaching, learning and assessment. 

Blue: Teachers can facilitate assessment against these standards by remote learning with guidance (refer to General Guidance above). 

Orange: These standards are suitable for remote teaching and learning provided the candidate has access to appropriate equipment and/or 
technology. They are not suitable for remote assessment in their current delivery method and/or requirements. Guidance will be provided 
at the time as required. 

Red: These standards require a collaborative process or interaction with others, and are not suitable for remote teaching, learning and 
assessment. 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

AS 92048 1.1 
Internal (5 credits) 
Demonstrate understanding of findings of 
a Social Studies inquiry 
This standard is suitable for distance 
learning and assessment using digital 
platforms for word processing or file 
sharing. Students may present their 
evidence using any mode that clearly 
communicates their understanding.  

If students are selecting their own context 
for the inquiry focus and developing their 
own focus question, it is recommended 
that teachers sign this off before students 
continue with the assessment to ensure 
their selection offers appropriate scope to 
meet the requirements of the standard.  

A collection of online primary and 
secondary sources can be collated and 
supplied by the teacher to support the 
focus of the inquiry. These may include 
physical sources that have been digitised 
by the teacher (e.g. by scanning 
documents or uploading photographs of 
the source) and shared via digital 
platforms. Students may also be supported 
to seek out their own sources by 

AS 91279 2.1 
External (4 credits) 
Demonstrate understanding of conflict(s) 
arising from different cultural beliefs and 
ideas 
Teaching and learning towards assessment 
of this standard is suitable remotely. 
Assessment is not suitable remotely. The 
current Assessment Specifications will 
continue to apply. 

AS 91596 3.1 
External (4 credits) 
Demonstrate understanding of 
ideological responses to an issue(s) 
Teaching and learning towards assessment 
of this standard is suitable remotely. 
Assessment is not suitable remotely. The 
current Assessment Specifications will 
continue to apply. 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

conducting interviews, online surveys or 
emailing experts.  

The Subject Learning Outcomes, standard, 
Unpacking, Conditions of Assessment and 
internal Assessment Activities give 
guidance on the requirements of the 
standard. These can be found on the Social 
Studies NCEA page. 

For authenticity purposes, check points 
and verbal conferencing with students 
during the assessment period is 
recommended. For further advice on how 
to manage authenticity when assessing 
during uncertain times, please see the 
Pūtake module: Tāku Reo, Tāku Mahi - My 
Voice, My Work. 

AS 92049 1.4 
External (5 credits) 
Demonstrate understanding of 
perspectives on a contemporary social 
issue 

Teaching and learning towards assessment 
of this standard is suitable remotely. 
Assessment is not suitable remotely. The 
current Assessment Specifications will 
continue to apply. 

AS 91280 2.2 
Internal (5 credits) 
Conduct a reflective social inquiry 
This standard is suitable for distance 
learning and assessment using digital 
platforms for word processing or file 
sharing. Students may present their 
evidence using any mode that clearly 
communicates their understanding.  

If students are selecting their own context 
for the inquiry focus and developing their 
own focus question, it is recommended 

AS 91597 3.2 
Internal (6 credits) 
Conduct a critical social inquiry 
This standard is suitable for distance 
learning and assessment using digital 
platforms for word processing or file 
sharing. Students may present their 
evidence using any mode that clearly 
communicates their understanding.  

If students are selecting their own context 
for the inquiry focus and developing their 
own focus question, it is recommended 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

that teachers sign this off before students 
continue with the assessment to ensure 
their selection offers appropriate scope to 
meet the requirements of the standard.  

A collection of online primary and 
secondary sources can be collated and 
supplied by the teacher to support the 
focus of the inquiry. These may include 
physical sources that have been digitised 
by the teacher (such as scanning 
documents or uploading photographs of 
the source) and shared via digital 
platforms. Students may also be supported 
to seek out their own sources by 
conducting interviews, online surveys or 
emailing experts.  

For authenticity purposes, check points 
and verbal conferencing with students 
during the assessment period is 
recommended. For further advice on how 
to manage authenticity when assessing 
during uncertain times, please see the 
Pūtake module: Tāku Reo, Tāku Mahi - My 
Voice, My Work. 

Further support can be found in the 
Conditions of Assessment on the NCEA 
Social Studies page and in the clarification 
document on the NZQA Social Studies 
page. 

that teachers sign this off before students 
continue with the assessment to ensure 
their selection offers appropriate scope to 
meet the requirements of the standard.  

A collection of online primary and 
secondary sources can be collated and 
supplied by the teacher to support the 
focus of the inquiry. These may include 
physical sources that have been digitised 
by the teacher (such as scanning 
documents or uploading photographs of 
the source) and shared via digital 
platforms. Students may also be supported 
to seek out their own sources by 
conducting interviews, online surveys or 
emailing experts.  

For authenticity purposes, check points 
and verbal conferencing with students 
during the assessment period is 
recommended. For further advice on how 
to manage authenticity when assessing 
during uncertain times, please see the 
Pūtake module: Tāku Reo, Tāku Mahi - My 
Voice, My Work. 

Further support can be found in the 
Conditions of Assessment on the NCEA 
Social Studies page and in the clarification 
document on the NZQA Social Studies 
page. 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

AS 92050 1.3 
External (5 credits) 
Demonstrate understanding of decisions 
made in relation to a contemporary social 
issue 
Teaching and learning towards assessment 
of this standard is suitable remotely. 
Assessment is not suitable remotely. The 
current Assessment Specifications will 
continue to apply. 

AS 91281 2.3 
External (4 credits) 
Describe how cultural conflict(s) can be 
addressed 
Teaching and learning towards assessment 
of this standard is suitable remotely. 
Assessment is not suitable remotely. The 
current Assessment Specifications will 
continue to apply. 

AS 91598 3.3 
External (4 credits) 
Demonstrate understanding of how 
ideologies shape society 
Teaching and learning towards assessment 
of this standard is suitable remotely. 
Assessment is not suitable remotely. The 
current Assessment Specifications will 
continue to apply. 

AS 92051 1.2 
Internal (5 credits) 
Describe a social action undertaken to 
support or challenge a system 
Some aspects of the standard can be 
completed via distance learning and 
assessment, but it is recommended that 
the undertaking of the social action, 
particularly if it involves working 
collaboratively, is done when the students 
can safely return to school to allow for peer 
interaction and teacher guidance.  
 
However, the research and planning 
towards the social issue/system and 
planning the social action can all be 
completed remotely. 
 
Students can collaborate on planning social 

AS 91282 2.4 
Internal (5 credits) 
Describe personal involvement in a social 
action related to rights and 
responsibilities 
Some aspects of the standard can be 
completed via distance learning and 
assessment, but it is recommended that 
the undertaking of the social action is done 
when students can safely return to school, 
to allow for teacher interaction and 
guidance. 

However, the research and description of 
the issue, points of view on the action 
chosen and planning can all be completed 
remotely. 

Students can collaborate on planning social 
actions using digital tools like video 

AS 91599 3.4 
Internal (6 credits) 
Examine personal involvement in a social 
action(s) that aims to influence policy 
change(s) 
Some aspects of the standard can be 
completed via distance learning and 
assessment, but it is recommended that 
the undertaking of the social action is done 
when students can safely return to school, 
to allow for teacher interaction and 
guidance. 

However, the research and description of 
the issue, points of view on the action 
chosen and planning can all be completed 
remotely. 

Students can collaborate on planning social 
actions using digital tools like video 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

actions using digital tools like video 
conferencing and file-sharing platforms for 
document collaboration 
 

conferencing and file-sharing platforms for 
document collaboration. 

conferencing and file-sharing platforms for 
document collaboration. 

 AS 91283 2.5 
Internal (4 credits) 
Describe a social action that enables 
communities and/or nations to meet 
responsibilities and exercise rights 
This standard is suitable for distance 
learning and assessment using digital 
platforms for word processing or file 
sharing. Students may present their 
evidence using any mode that clearly 
communicates their understanding.   

A collection of supporting resources can be 
collated and supplied by the teacher to 
support students in the assessment. These 
may be shared via digital platforms. 

For authenticity purposes, check points 
and verbal conferencing with students 
during the assessment period is 
recommended. For further advice on how 
to manage authenticity when assessing 
during uncertain times, please see the 
Pūtake module: Tāku Reo, Tāku Mahi - My 
Voice, My Work. 

AS 91600 3.5 
Internal (4 credits) 
Examine a campaign of social action(s) to 
influence policy change(s) 
This standard is suitable for distance 
learning and assessment using digital 
platforms for word processing or file 
sharing. Students may present their 
evidence using any mode that clearly 
communicates their understanding.   

A collection of supporting resources can be 
collated and supplied by the teacher to 
support students in the assessment. These 
may be shared via digital platforms. 

For authenticity purposes, check points 
and verbal conferencing with students 
during the assessment period is 
recommended. For further advice on how 
to manage authenticity when assessing 
during uncertain times, please see the 
Pūtake module: Tāku Reo, Tāku Mahi - My 
Voice, My Work. 

Further support can be found in the 
Conditions of Assessment on the NCEA 
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Further support can be found in the 
Conditions of Assessment on the NCEA 
Social Studies page and in the clarification 
document on the NZQA Social Studies 
page. 

Social Studies page and in the clarification 
document on the NZQA Social Studies 
page. 
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