
National Moderator Report 2026 
Classical Studies  

The following report gives feedback to assist assessors with general issues and trends that 
have been identified during external moderation of the internally assessed standards in 
2025. It also provides further insights from moderation material viewed throughout the year 
and outlines the Assessor Support available for Classical Studies. Please note this report 
does not introduce new criteria, change the requirements of the standard, or change what 
we expect from assessment. 

Insights 

Primary Source Evidence 

Across all standards, there is a noticeable decline in the explicit use of primary source 
evidence. The use of primary sources is a requirement for all standards, and the extent to 
which students incorporate these sources effectively is often a key factor in distinguishing 
grade levels. Supporting students to engage with, and use, primary source evidence in a 
purposeful way will help them meet the requirements of the standards and provide a 
stronger basis for demonstrating understanding. 

91398: Demonstrate understanding of the lasting influences of the classical world on 
other cultures across time 

Performance overview: 

This standard requires students to show understanding of the lasting influences of the 
classical world on other cultures. Evidence should demonstrate how a classical context has 
influenced later cultures. Common topics include the classical hero over time (for example, 
how Odysseus influenced later interpretations of heroes), propaganda from Ancient Rome 
and its impact on later forms of propaganda, as well as mythology in art and developments 
in theatre, drama, and comedy. 

Successful assessments typically focused their discussion on specific aspects within the 
classical context.  

For example: 

• Focus on one classical artwork in depth rather than covering multiple examples
broadly.

• Identify specific aspects within the classical context, such as use of colour,
symbolism, pose, or composition.

• Connect these aspects explicitly to artworks from two later time periods.
• Discuss the influence through the lens of these aspects, showing how features from

the classical work are reflected or adapted in later works.

Practices that need strengthening: 

A greater focus is needed on establishing the influence (either direct or indirect) of the 
classical world. This should form the centre of the analysis and is a requirement for 
achieving the standard. 



To support this, assessors should encourage students to: 

• Avoid describing each context in isolation. Instead, showing clear connections 
between aspects of the classical context and later contexts. 

• Move beyond simple comparison of time periods by focusing on where, how, and 
why influence is evident across contexts. 

• Unpack similarities and differences through the lens of influence, as required for 
Excellence. The influence itself should already be clearly established before this level 
of analysis, as it is a requirement of the standard. 
 

91397: Demonstrate understanding of significant ideology(ies) in the classical world 

Performance overview: 

This standard requires students to analyse one or more ideologies from the classical world. 
Popular topics include aspects of religion, Roman values under Augustus, Alexander the 
Great and the policy of fusion, funeral rites, and Socratic moral philosophy.  

Assessments that maintain a clear focus on the chosen ideology and use examples or 
sources that are directly relevant to that ideology tend to be more successful than those that 
attempt to cover all aspects of a topic broadly. 

Practices that need strengthening: 

Student responses should be explicit and clear about the ideology being discussed. This is 
most readily achieved by defining the chosen ideology at the start of the assessment and 
referring to it throughout the response. By doing this, students maintain focus on the 
ideology and ensure their discussion aligns with the requirements of the standard. 

To give feedback on this report click on this link. 

Assessor Support 

NZQA offers free online support for teachers as assessors of NZC achievement standards. 
These include: 

• Exemplars of student work for most standards. 
• National Moderator Reports. 
• Online learning modules (generic and subject-specific). 
• Clarifications for some standards. 
• Assessor Practice Tool for many standards. 
• Webcasts. 

Exemplars, National Moderator Reports, clarifications, and webcasts are hosted on the NZC 
Subject pages on the NZQA website. 

Subject Pages 

Online learning modules and the Assessor Practice Tool are hosted on Pūtake, NZQA’s 
learning management system. You can access these through the Education Sector Logon. 

Log in to Pūtake 

We also may provide a speaker to present at national conferences on requests from national 
subject associations. At the regional or local level, we may be able to provide online support. 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pgSjawpS3UyvvlpBkZ7TigDFt67zfnpNle2l2-IcYVpUM0ZOTlNLQVo5N0hGN0VBMTg2MERVRVlXUy4u___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86ZGVkMmM3NDUwNDhmMjBlNDlhOGQwM2ZmMzViNzk2ZWQ6Nzo1MWU1OjIzZWM2MDNmYTBmNmM5MGJjYWJjMjdkMTExYWI4MTEyMmVlYjQ3YzkwMzUxZGJlZWMxNDY4Mzg3ZTFmNTQxMjE6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86ZGVkMmM3NDUwNDhmMjBlNDlhOGQwM2ZmMzViNzk2ZWQ6NzoxMDVmOjNkNjIwMjhkMTk5NDQ5MTczMjc4MjEzMDIwN2UxOGM1Y2MzYTY0ODhhNGVhNWQ5Y2YyMDEwOTI5NzRiNTg5N2Y6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___https:/lms.nzqa.govt.nz/local/login/index.php___.Y3A0YTpuenFhMTY0NDM1NzI0NDQxNTpjOm86ZGVkMmM3NDUwNDhmMjBlNDlhOGQwM2ZmMzViNzk2ZWQ6NzplZWQ5OmQ1ZGUyNjk1NjAyNDRlNDNlOGI5MjQ3NjU1ODM5YmNjYWI1NDQyMTE2ZTkzY2U0MzY1ODA5YTM4YzBjNmQ1NTM6cDpUOk4


Please contact assessorsupport@nzqa.govt.nz for more information or to lodge a request for 
support. 

mailto:assessorsupport@nzqa.govt.nz

