
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2026 External Assessment Instructions for NCEA  
Level 2 and Level 3 Dance  

Principal’s Nominees and Teachers should read these instructions before beginning 
to process NCEA Dance Performance recordings to NZQA 
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1. Assessment overview 
Information supporting the 2026 NCEA Level 2 and Level 3 Dance external assessments. 

The following standards require showing a selected recording of a dance performance to all 
candidates in the examination session. This recording may be from the approved list in the 
Assessment Specifications or may be produced by the school.  

Level 2: 91211 Provide an interpretation of a dance performance with supporting evidence 
Level 3: 91594 Analyse a dance performance 

2. Key dates  
Date 2026 NCEA Level 2 and 3 Dance 

 May Dance assessment instructions available to schools through the NZQA 
website. 

Prior to 10 Nov The school provides access to the NCEA Level 3 Dance performance 
recording to the Exam Centre Manager (ECM) (and NZQA if necessary). 

10 Nov 
NCEA Level 3 Dance examination (9.30 am) 

Schools submit the recording (if not listed in the assessment specifications) 
to NZQA by 5.00 pm. 

Prior to 17 Nov The school provides access to the NCEA Level 2 Dance performance 
recording to the Exam Centre Manager (and NZQA if necessary). 

17 Nov 
NCEA Level 2 Dance examination (2:00 pm). 
Schools submit the recording (if not listed in the assessment specifications) 
to NZQA by 5.00 pm. 

10 – 20 Nov ECM/Supervisors complete the online attendance roll/s. 

3. Preparation of dance performance recordings 
For each of the standards, schools must provide two copies of a recording of a dance 
performance of 3 - 6 minutes in duration to the ECM, which meets the criteria specified in the 
2026 Assessment Specifications. 
 
The recording should contain only the work that is to be viewed by the candidates during the 
examination. 
Where the recording is not a dance performance listed in the assessment specifications, the 
recording must be submitted to NZQA via the Provider Log in and uploaded against the first 
candidate entered for the standard. If the recording file is larger than 200MB, then please 
submit the recording to NZQA using this Google link and follow the prompts. 
 
Please note: To load a submission file using the Google form, you must have a Google account. If 
you do not have a Google account, you can create one using this link. 
 
If an mp4 version is not available, the file type must be able to be played within a Windows 
environment using either VLC or Windows media player.  

If you are unable to meet these requirements, please contact NZQA on 0800 697 296. 
 

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/dance/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/dance/?_gl=1%2Af8l41c%2A_ga%2AODc0NjI4MzE2LjE2MzU0NzcyOTY.%2A_ga_TFQQ681L2E%2AMTcxODg1MDUzOC40ODMuMS4xNzE4ODUwNTQwLjAuMC4w#e14744_heading1
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/dance/?_gl=1%2Af8l41c%2A_ga%2AODc0NjI4MzE2LjE2MzU0NzcyOTY.%2A_ga_TFQQ681L2E%2AMTcxODg1MDUzOC40ODMuMS4xNzE4ODUwNTQwLjAuMC4w#e14744_heading1
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/dance/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/login/
https://forms.gle/9hSggkTb2Eqx2jog9
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/27441?hl=en&ref_topic=3382296
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4. How to submit the Dance performance recording (if not listed 
in the Assessment Specifications) to NZQA 

Recordings that are not listed in the 2026 Assessment Specifications for NCEA Level 2 Dance 
91211 and Level 3 Dance 91594 must be submitted to NZQA via the Provider Log in (old portal 
for recordings that are less than 200MB) or alternatively submitted via the Google form (for 
recordings over 200MB file size) by 5.00pm on the examination day and uploaded against the 
first candidate entered for the standard.  

The file name of the dance performance recording must follow a strict naming convention. 
NZQA’s file naming convention is: [School No]-[NSN]-[Standard No].[extension] 

Example: 0045-123456789-91211.mp4  

Note: The school number must be padded with leading zeros to 4 digits. For example, 0123, 
0023, 0004.  

Schools must retain copies of the recording sent to NZQA until 30 June 2027.  
To submit the Dance performance recording to NZQA, Principal Nominee’s must be familiar with 
accessing and submitting work through their secure Provider Log in (old portal for 
files/recordings smaller than 200mb) or using the Google form and follow the prompts (for 
files/recordings larger than 200mb).  

The guides below provide more detailed instructions for submitting to the old portal. 

• Online Digital Submission User Guide 
• Online Digital Submission Quick User Guide  

 

For quick reference: Step by step process for uploading the dance performance recording to 
the Provider Log in (old portal): 

 Log on to your School Portal 
 Click on the old portal home page link 

 
 On the left-hand side of the screen, locate the Digital Submission Upload link 
 Select the subject - Dance 
 Click on the standard you want to upload to 
 This will display the candidate names if they have entries created 
 Click on a link directly under the candidate’s name to load the files against one specific 

candidate 
 Click the Start Upload button when a file is ready for upload 

Note: the link will be: 

- Upload file if no files have been uploaded 

If a file has been successfully uploaded, it will display 1 file uploaded. 

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/select-subject/dance/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/login/
https://forms.gle/9hSggkTb2Eqx2jog9
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/login/
https://forms.gle/9hSggkTb2Eqx2jog9
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/Login-options/Digital-Submissions/Online-Digital-Submission-User-Guide.pdf
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/Login-options/Digital-Submissions/Online-Digital-File-Submission-Quick-Guide.pdf
https://taku.nzqa.govt.nz/auth/teacherlogin?_gl=1*3q6h3s*_ga*ODc0NjI4MzE2LjE2MzU0NzcyOTY.*_ga_TFQQ681L2E*MTcxNzcwNTE4MS40NjQuMS4xNzE3NzA1NzczLjAuMC4w
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For assistance with submitting the Dance performance recording: 

• Email examinations@nzqa.govt.nz and in the subject line, type ‘NCEA Dance L2/3 Dance 
Performance Recording assistance required’ 
 

5. Enquiries 
Please refer any enquiries relating to these instructions to the External Assessment team on 
0800 697 296 or email: examinations@nzqa.govt.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:examinations@nzqa.govt.nz
mailto:examinations@nzqa.govt.nz
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