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Grade: Excellence 

For Excellence, the student needs to extend product or spatial design ideas using 
visual communication techniques in response to design influences. 
 
This involves using visual communication techniques to draw on the characteristics 
(design elements) of source materials, and applying divergent thinking to regenerate 
new design ideas. 
 
There is evidence of a design influence from te ao Māori, with images and 
researched annotations into Waka’s and the associated narrative carvings of 
whakapapa and heritage, their carvers, the sails, and the applied symbols and 
patterns.  
 
A second design influence is from Salvador Valeri Pupurull, of the Catalan 
Modernisme movement. His highly decorative work is illustrated and described with a 
researched commentary. There is also research evidence of a range of Perfume 
Bottles that subsequently inform the student’s design ideas. 
 
Design elements are identified for each design influence, and are drawn on in the 
generation of shapes and forms. Elements from both the Waka and Pupurull’s 
designs are explored, experimented with, and progressed in the subsequent design 
ideas, and there is extensive design annotation that reflects on the student’s use of 
selected design elements and what they represent. The exploration of aesthetics is a 
feature of the design work which is supported by functionality in the progression of 
ideas. Visual communication techniques of 2D and 3D sketching and colour are 
evident. 
 
Each of the design influence research sources is well acknowledged with a 
bibliography to meet the NZQA authenticity requirements. 
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