
 

Level 3 Design and Visual Communication 2026 

91627  Initiate design ideas through exploration 

SAMPLE EXEMPLAR – EXCELLENCE 

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material may be presented in an external 
assessment for the purpose of gaining an NZQA qualification or award. 





















































Sample Excellence exemplar 

Subject: Design and Visual Communication 

Standard: 91627 

Total score: E7 

Grade score Commentary 

E7 

The anatomy of a sloth, with its claw and grip, clearly informs a creative range of functional design ideas, using an effective range of visual 
modes. The integration of the context throughout the extending and exploring of their design ideas certainly allows the design to extend to 
beyond initial design thinking to reach E7.  

The design doesn’t quite move past its distinctive sculptural form to show the level of transforming that would elevate this to an E8, even 
though the quality of refined visual communication is outstanding. 
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