
 

 

 

Level 3 Design and Visual Communication 2026 

91627  Initiate design ideas through exploration 
 

 

SAMPLE EXEMPLAR – MERIT 

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material may be presented in an external 
assessment for the purpose of gaining an NZQA qualification or award. 









































Sample Merit exemplar 

Subject: Design and Visual Communication 

Standard: 91627 

Total score: M6 

Grade score Commentary 

M6 

The visual elements of a fighter plane are explored and regenerated through sketches and cardboard-modelled starting ideas, leading to 
functional initial design ideas. Further exploration of functional details (such as the screens and steps) tie back to the starting ideas, while 
enhancing the purpose of the design in relation to its design context. 

There is not sufficient extending of the design to reach an E7, even though the development of materials and rendering may have refined 
the communication of the design. 
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