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How does it resonate here today? 

Shuriken is a powerful play whose message will always be relevant, especially to New Zealand. New 

Zealanders love New Zealand, they always have, and they always will. Being so far away from the 

main fighting of WW2, New Zealanders love to hear about important things that happened on our 

home soil, except the massacre at this POW camp is almost completely unknown. Though the 

country does love hearing about the wonderful things it did, they choose to ignore horrific acts like this 

one, as people don’t want to know that they brutally slaughtered so many Japanese. Racism and 

prejudice are huge topics in the modern world that Shuriken clearly displays, and New Zealand can't 

think that it's free of racism or prejudice. We have countless examples of racism in this country and 

this one relating to WW2 could really have an impact. It could be what helps us get past our ideas of 

racism, and past our prejudice. This play is one that can really push New Zealand into a more 

equitable society. This play really is meant to transform Aotearoa society, by telling New Zealanders 

what they don’t really want to hear. This play is also relevant due to the idea of war. War is something 

that has been around for all human history and a play that shows the horrors of it will always be 

relevant. You may think that in 2023, there are only a few wars happening, Russia-Ukraine is likely 

the only current one you can name. However, according to Wikipedia there are 54 armed wars 

currently taking place. War will always resonate across the whole world, and New Zealand is no 
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exception to that. With the Russia-Ukraine war, it’s happening in the same way WW2 begun, with one 

country attempting to “take back its old land”. The fact that it’s happening in the same way shows that 

mankind has not learnt its lesson about war, and Shuriken tries to teach it. Wars happen because 

we’re greedy, and we refuse to see ideas from the other sides perspective. 

Transcript of audio file re manaakitanga 

0:01 
 Throughout the theatre Aotearoa internal, I have shown manaakitanga using Shuriken. 

0:06 
 I've shown respect for my peers by admiring and complimenting their personal ways of showing their 
characters. 

0:12 
 I have cared for my peers by helping them when they have struggled with performing or sharing emotion 
on stage. 

0:20 
 I've shown reciprocity with the group, by providing ideas to improve the performance and accepting 
others' ideas. 

0:27 
 This performance has connected me to my peers. 

0:30 
 and showed me more about the way they act. 

0:33 
 This piece has educated me about a meaningful event in our local history as we were playing real people, 
some of whom died in the real-life version. 

0:44 
 It has transformed me as now I look back at the site, and the Wairarapa history in a whole new light. 

 




