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The writer’s purpose is to discuss the roles of Othello and Iago, and how they influence the 

play as a whole [1]. Newton begins by discussing other critics’ interpretations of the 

importance of each character, and then compares their ideas with his own. By delving into the 

roles of Othello and Iago in the first paragraph, Newton offers a clear indication of what the 

text will explore [2].  


