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Land use survey and map 

 
 
Findings 
 
Land use at Commercial Bay 
 

Commercial Bay is the one of the most visited areas in Auckland city as it has 
multiple features that have shaped what this area is used for. The data collected 
shows that 72.9% of the land around the Commercial Bay area is used for retail 
purposes. This is the majority of how the land is being used with most of these shops 
and restaurants 
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 Evaluation 
 
The collection of the data faced many limitations. A limitation that could have affected 
my understanding was that the group was not able to count the individual shops in 
the mall of Commercial Bay because of time restraints, however if Commercial Bay 
would have just been indicated as one cluster of Retail shops it would change the 
overall data, as having just one point on the graph would not show that the majority 
of the Commercial Bay precinct was Retail, as there would not be as many Retail 
data points on the graphs. This is why making an informed assumption was better, 
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although it is not truly accurate. So, this could have limited my understanding of 
Commercial Bay and the waterfront environment because the data was not accurate. 
Another limitation with the data which could have affected my understanding was that 
it didn’t account for multilevel buildings that would have different uses on each floor 
such as Commercial Bay. The lower levels of Commercial Bay are used for Retail 
shops and Restaurants but higher up there are Commercial offices and a hotel is 
currently being built on top. As the land use map is only 2 dimensional it makes it 
difficult to account for these different uses which also makes the data less accurate 
and could have limited my understanding.    
 
For the collection of the footpath path counts, the problem that was encountered was 
that they were only taken once in each location and at a random time in the day. This 
means that with a slight change of time or day of the week the results could have 
been completely different and limited my understanding. Such as if the data would 
have been collected early on the Monday morning there would have been many 
more people counted because of the work rush hour. Likewise, if the data would 
have been taken on the weekend there would be more people in each location for 
different reasons such as recreational shopping.  So, more data from more times or 
days would strengthen my understanding of the waterfront because the little daily 
differences would not change the results of my overall understanding of the 
waterfront. 
 
Although the data had many limitations, one of the consistent strengths is that the 
data is primary data. This guarantees that the collection of the data is consistent and 
fair throughout and could have strengthened my understanding of the waterfront 
environment. Another strength was that each footpath count was measured for the 
same amount of time. 
 
To further improve the data, it could be compared to secondary data however it could 
be difficult to find data that is taken under the same conditions as the primary data. 
 
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, the three precincts of Wynyard Quarter, Commercial Bay and the 
Viaduct Harbour along Auckland's waterfront have different land uses because of the 
different natural features that each area has to offer. In the three precincts Retail land 
uses make up most of the land, but in Wynyard Quarter Retail and Residential uses 
each make up 40%. This data comes to the conclusion that the more central the area 
the more densely used the land becomes. 


