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Merit

NZOA Intended for teacher use only

Inquiry Focus Question 1:

How did the Birmingham Campaign ‘Project C’ provoke violence?

Source 1: PRIMARY SOURCE

Source Details

Director, FBI. (1963, September 16). Sixteenth street baptist church
bombing.
https://vault.fbi.gov/16th%20Street%20Church%20Bombing %20/

Source information
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Annotations This source helps to answer the focus question of ‘How did the
How does this piece of Birmingham campaign ‘Project C’ provoke violence’ because it
evidence relate to the is about the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in
Focusing Question? Birmingham Alabama, on the 15th of September 1963.

The bombing of the 16th street church was clearly a violent
response to the Birmingham Campaign because at the start
of this source, it states that this church was known to be where
many pro-integration demonstrations have been held.
However, this was at the cost of the death of four young girls no
more than 14 years of age, and 16 others injured. The main
idea of this source is that segregationist went to extreme
measure, not afraid to use violence, to maintain the status quo.

Write up to 100 words

Strengths and Limitations One strength of this source is its reliability. This source is from
the FBI vault. This source is reliable because it is a FBI created
Describe the strengths and memo, created a day after the event of the bombing so is likely

to have collected enough information on what happened without
it being distorted by time. It doesn’t appear biased as it often
uses specific evidence such as estimated costs and it recounts
the story without emotion. This helps to demonstrate its reliability.

limitations of the source (e.g.
reliability) Write up to 150 words
maximum

A limitation of this source is that it isn’t very detailed. This source
tells us all the basic information of the 16th street bombing, but
doesn’t go into detail about the people, the damage, and the
background information that could have influenced the facts.
Another limitation of this source is in the last paragraph,
“Investigation is proceeding with all possible speed and the
Department will be advised of pertinent development’. This is a
limitation because using this source alone, we don’t know what the
results of this investigation was, or if they ever caught the people
responsible for the bombing, and the death of 4 young girls.
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Source 2: PRIMARY SOURCE

Source Details

The Civil Rights Movement Archive. (n.d.). After Connor ordered fire hoses
on the protestors, Birmingham Campaign phase 2 [photograph].
https://www.crmvet.org/imgbham.htm.

Annotations

This source helps to answer the focus question of how the
Birmingham campaign ‘Project C’ provoke violence because this
photo shows the force and brutality of the fire hoses pressure, and
how it was used as a response to the peaceful protesters.

Fire hoses was one of the ways the Birmingham police
commissioner and arbiter of public safety, Eugene ‘Bull’ Connor
instructed the police and fire brigade to disperse the protesters. The
fire hoses were used during phase three of the Birmingham
campaign, when the children and teenagers were protesting.

Strengths and
Limitations

The strengths of this source is that the photo has a clear perception
of the violence that was provoked from the Birmingham campaign.
We can see that the water pressure is very strong by the way that the
teenagers and children are covering their faces and cowering away
from the force. You can also see on the back of the fireman's jacket
there is the initials ‘BFD’ which stands for Birmingham Fire Brigade.
With photos we get an in the moment event, and a visual
representation of the whole scene which is something we can get
from reading an article.

The limitations of this source is that photos can be taken at a specific
time and angle to portray only what the photographer wants the
audience to see, which means that the photo could leave out certain
details that could change the whole meaning of the image, therefore
making this a limitation of this source. Images can also have the
potential to be staged, and since it is only a singular moment, we
can't know what actually happened before and after the photo was
taken.
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Source 3: Primary Source

Source Details

Foster Hailey. (1963, May 4). Nytimes.com. The New York Times -
Breaking News, US News, World News and Videos.
https://www.nytimes.com/1963/05/04/archives/dogs-and-hoses-
repulse-n egroes-at-birmingham-3-students-bitten-
in.html?searchResultPosition=1

Source information
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Annotations

This source helps to answer the focus question of to how did the
Birmingham campaign “project C” provoke violence because it
provides us with details of the police dogs and the fire hoses
used on the black protesters, tells us the amount of people
involved in marches and how many protesters were arrested
and other details relevant to the time period. This source talks
about two days, the 3rd and the 4th of May 2, 1963, and the
violence used against the black protesters on these days. The
main idea of the source is the sustained violence and
aggression shown to protestors but their determination to
continue despite this.
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Strengths and Limitations

A strength of this source is reliability. This newspaper article was
published by the New York Times, which is an American daily
newspaper which was founded on the 18th of September 1851.
The New York Times is the 2nd biggest newspaper in the USA
and ranked 17th in the world. This makes this source reliable
because it's a source that is globally recognized and has real
time updates on global problems.

Another strength of this source is the detail provided. This source
was published on the 4th May, 1963 and has information on the
3rd and the 4th of May 1963. This source provides detailed
accounts of how the peaceful black protesters were met with
police dogs and powerful fire hoses.

A limitation of this source is that it could be biased. This article
was written by one person, Foster Hailey, and he could have
slipped in his bias into the writing. There is also very dramatic
vocabulary used in this article which is used to evoke emotions
out of the readers, such as “The full force of the water was then
turned on them, and several were knocked sprawling.

Source 4: PRIMARY SOURCE

Source Details

Civil Rights Movement. (n.d.). Civil rights movement -- Images of a
peoples' movement. Civil Rights Movement Archive.
https://www.crmvet.org/images/imgbham.htm
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Annotations

This source helps to answer the focus question of ‘How did the
Birmingham campaign “Project C” provoke violence’ because it
gives us a visual representation of the police dogs attacking the
black protesters and the police officer also grabbing the
protesters right arm. In this photo we can also see that the
protesters' clothes are being ripped and pulled by the police
dog, and how much damage is already done to the protesters
pants. The main idea of this image is how the police dogs were
used as an act of violence against the peaceful protesters, which
supports the focus question.

Strengths and Limitations

A limitation of this source is that photos can be biased. The
photographer would have chosen an exact moment to snap this
picture to portray exactly what the photographer wants the
audience to see- in this case a close up shot of a dog attacking
a peaceful protestor. Also, pictures don’t give us the whole
story, only a small snapshot of time, so we can’t know what is
actually happening behind the camera and outside the frame.
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Source 5: Primary Source

Source Details Voices of Democracy, the U.S. Oratory Project. (2016, July 5).
Lewis, "Speech at the march on Washington," Speech text.
Voicesof Democracy.https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/lewis-
speech-at-the-marc h-on-washington-speech-text/

Source information

Paste your source here and highlight.
JOHN LEWIS, “SPEECH AT THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON” (28 AUGUST 1963)

https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/lewis-speech-at-the-march-on-washington-speech-text/

[1] We march today for jobs and freedom, but we have nothing to be proud of. 6

hundreds and thousands of our brothers are not here. For they are receiving
starvationwagesyornowagesiat all. While we stand here, there are sharecroppers
in the Delta of Mississippi who are out in the fields working for less than three dollars
a day, twelve hours a day. While we stand here there are Stlidentsinjailon trumpea-
_. Our brother James Farmer, along with many others, is also in jail. We
come here today with a great sense of misgiving.

[2] It is true that we support the administration’s civil rights bill. We support it with
great reservations, however. Unless Title Il is put in this bill, fiefelsinothing o
protect the young children and old women who must face police dogs and fire hoses
inftheSouthiwhiletheyengage infpeacefllidemonstrations. In its present form, this
bill will not protect the citizens of Danville, Virginia, WhGIMUStIVelnconstant iearof
alpolice’statel 1t will not protect the hundreds and thousands of people that have
been arrested on trumped charges. [Niatiaboutithe threeyoung MenysNCeHield
secretaries in Americus, Georgia, who face the death penalty for engaging in
peaceful protest?

[3] As it stands now, the voting section of this bill will not help the thousands of black
people who want to vote. It will not help the citizens of Mississippi, of Alabama and
Georgia, who are qualified to vote, but lack a sixth-grade education. “One man, one
vote” is the African cry. It is ours too. It must be ours!

[4] We must have legislation that will protect the Mississippi sharecropper who is put
off of his farm because he dares to register to vote. We need a bill that will provide
for the homeless and starving people of this nation. We need a bill that will ensure
the equality of a maid who earns five dollars a week in a home of a family whose total
income is $100,000 a year. We must have a good FEPC bill.

[5] My friends, let us not forget that we are involved in a serious social revolution. By
and large, American politics is dominated by politicians who build their careers on
immoral compromises and ally themselves with open forms of political, economic,
and social exploitation. There are exceptions, of course. We salute those. But what
political leader can stand up and say, “My party is the party of principles”? For the
party of Kennedy is also the party of Eastland. The party of Javits is also the party of
Goldwater. Where is our party? Where is the political party that will make it
unnecessary to march on Washington?
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[6] Where is the political party that will make it unnecessary to march in the streets of Birmingham?
Where is the political party that will protect the citizens of Albany, Georgia? Do you know that in
Albany, Georgia, nine of our leaders have been indicted, not by the Dixiecrats, but by the federal
government for peaceful protest? But what did the federal government do when Albany’s deputy
sheriff beat Attorney C.B. King and left him half-dead? What did the federal government do when
local police officials kicked and assaulted the pregnant wife of Slater King, and she lost her baby?

[7] To those who have said, “Be patient and wait,” we have long said that we cannot be patient. We do
not want our freedom gradually, but we want to be free now! We are tired. We are tired of being
beaten by policemen. We are tired of seeing our people locked up in jail over and over again. And
then you holler, “Be patient.” How long can we be patient? We want our freedom and we want it now.
We do not want to go to jail. But we will go to jail if this is the price we must pay for love, brotherhood,
and true peace.

[8] | appeal to all of you to get into this great revolution that is sweeping this nation. Get in and stay
in the streets of every city, every village and hamlet of this nation until true freedom comes, until the
revolution of 1776 is complete. We must get in this revolution and complete the revolution. Forin
the Delta in Mississippi, in southwest Georgia, in the Black Belt of Alabama, in Harlem, in Chicago,
Detroit, Philadelphia, and all over this nation, the black masses are on the march for jobs and
freedom.

[9] They're talking about slow down and stop. We will not stop. All of the forces of Eastland, Barnett,
Wallace, and Thurmond will not stop this revolution. If we do not get meaningful legislation out of this
Congress, the time will come when we will not confine our marching to Washington. We will march
through the South; through the streets of Jackson, through the streets of Danville, through the streets
of Cambridge, through the streets of Birmingham. But we will march with the spirit of love and with the
spirit of dignity that we have shown here today. By the force of our demands, our determination, and
our numbers, we shall splinter the segregated South into a thousand pieces and put them together in
the image of God and democracy. We must say: “Wake up America! Wake up!” For we cannot stop,
and we will not and cannot be patient.

Annotations This source helps us answer the focus question because this
source gives us another example of the police dogs and fire
hoses used on the young children and old women. (paragraph
2). This speech was said by John Lewis at the Washington
march, 28th August 1963, and he speaks about the inequalities
that black Americans were experiencing and the violence they
were receiving, "We are tired of being beaten by policemen. We
are tired of seeing our people locked up in jail over and over
again.” This quote from paragraph 7 gives us an example of the
violence provoked through the Birmingham Campaign. This
source also talks to the determination of coloured Americans to
achieve their freedom, despite the violence they have endured.
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Strengths and Limitations The strengths of this speech is that it was said by John Lewis, a
co-founder and chairman of the Student Non-violent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC). He helped lead and
organise many civil rights movements, such as the Freedom
Rides, the 1963 March on Washington, and the Selma to
Montgomery Marches. This means that this source is reliable
because he has lived and first-hand experienced what he is
speaking about, and has been a great leader to many black
Americans.

A limitation of this speech is that it might be biased. This is
because John Lewis would have a personal opinion on the
situation, and he could use emotive language and personal
beliefs to convince others to understand his point of view.
Another limitation of this source is that we can’t fully experience
this speech when it is in this form. When it is written we lose a lot
of the detail, such as, his facial expressions, hand gestures and
tone of voice. This is a limitation because since we are losing all
this information, we might miss a main point of his speech,
and/or miss interpret his words.

Evaluation

All of these 5 sources in some way helped to answer the focus question, ‘How did the Birmingham
campaign (Project C) provoke violence’, but when the sources are used together, they are much
stronger.

For example, source 3, 4 and 5 all corroborate each other with information and stories of the police
dogs and fire hoses used on the black protesters, which makes these sources more reliable. Some
differences between the sources are if they are factual or emotional. For example, sources 3 and 5
are very emotional. They both use personal stories and emotive language to get their main idea
across, and describe the violence provoked from the Birmingham campaign. Whereas source 1 is
purely factual, only telling us the details of the damage and casualties of the bombing, without
including any emotions/feelings.

Across all of these sources, the main idea/theme portrayed is violence. Source 1 describes a
devastating bombing, source 2 shows us a visual representation of the fire hoses being turned
against the black protesters, source 3 gives a detailed recount of the violence from the white police
and fireman, as well as members of the public, source 4 shows us the police dogs attacking the
protesters, and source 5 gives us another account to verify the fire hoses and dogs being used on
the protesters. This theme helps to answer my focus question because the question is how did the
Birmingham campaign provoke violence, and all five sources have the main idea of violence,
caused by the Birmingham campaign.

In conclusion, all five sources helped to answer the focus question when used all together, they
gave us a clear account of the violence and cruelty produced from the Birmingham Campaign and
provided a wide range of information that was used to help develop further understanding of the
violence and racism during the Birmingham campaign.
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