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Grade: Achieved 

For Achieved, the standard requires students to research an historical event or place 
of significance to New Zealanders, using primary and secondary sources. 
 
This involves preparing a research proposal that explains the importance of the topic 
proposed, developing a focusing question, identifying specific possible sources 
through preliminary readings, and selecting sufficient relevant historical evidence 
from both primary and secondary sources to enable comprehensive analysis of an 
historical place or event. This evidence needs to be fully referenced, annotated 
(covering aspects mentioned in EN4), and organised. Finally, an evaluation of the 
research process is required.  
 
This student has provided a short and somewhat general extract on the importance 
of the Cambodian Genocide to New Zealand. Following preliminary reading, in which 
they have specifically identified possible sources and how they might be useful, the 
student has formulated a question looking at the extent to which Pol Pot’s actions 
and methods impacted on Cambodian society.  
 
The student has selected evidence from primary and secondary sources. In total, the 
student used 6 sources, 2 of which were primary sources, while several of the 
secondary sources also contained primary evidence that was engaged with by the 
student. These were adequately referenced. Most of the selected sources were rich, 
quality sources of appropriate complexity for curriculum level 8. 
 
Across the evidence, annotations assess the source as a historian. This includes 
considering relevance to the focus question, perspectives, bias and potential 
limitations, and corroboration of the ideas in the sources. 
 
The evaluation explains the strengths and weaknesses of the research, and basic 
links are made between these and the reliability and validity of the findings. 
Comments regarding the range of perspectives captured, the corroboration of 
evidence, the use of primary evidence, and changes made to the focusing question, 
all demonstrate the student’s ability to evaluate the research process and findings at 
the depth expected at level 8 of the curriculum.  
 
For Merit, the standard requires analytical and critical annotations that assess the 
reliability of the evidence. While the student provided some comments that began to 
reflect the depth of critical assessment required (for example, acknowledging the 
limitation of a single person’s experiences, or how the continued trauma from the 
genocide may prevent the free sharing of experiences with journalists or ‘outsiders’), 
further instances are required where the comments go beyond being explanatory or 
evaluative in nature. 
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Extract: 
The Cambodian Genocide took place between 1975–1979 and is significant for New 
Zealand. We played a part in the humanitarian response and some New Zealanders were 
even victims of the genocide. New Zealand strongly condemned the Khmer Rouge regime's 
atrocities, which led to the deaths of nearly two million people. After the genocide New 
Zealand played a role in international refugee resettlement, welcoming Cambodian refugees 
to Aotearoa. 
 
New Zealanders should study the Cambodian Genocide to understand the consequences of 
political dictatorships, human rights abuses, and the impact of war on innocent civilians. By 
studying the genocide, New Zealanders can appreciate the resilience of Cambodian 
communities, including those who have resettled in New Zealand, enriching our country’s 
cultural diversity. This knowledge helps ensure that history is remembered. 
 
Preliminary reading:  
 
 
Beyond the Killing Fields 
Voices of Nine Cambodian Survivors in 
America 
Usha Welaratna (1993) 

This would be a helpful primary source to gain 
first-hand accounts of how the Pol Pot actions 
impacted and affected Cambodians at the 
time. These survivors talk of the things they 
witnessed, the death of their loved ones and 
the desecration of their culture. These 
accounts are very personal, capture the 
emotion and experiences of the 9 individuals 
and many of their experiences corroborate with 
the others people interviewed. 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/daughter-
of-a-nearly-executed-cambodian-
refugee-becomes-gp-in-south-
auckland/HDH3QRINW3Z7RPLDJVGDH
ZLW6A/#google_vignette 

This newspaper article talks about a Dr in NZ 
whose father was nearly killed in the genocide, 
it tells of the types of things that occurred in 
her homeland under the regime of Pol Pot. 

 
https://cla.umn.edu/chgs/holocaust-
genocide-education/resource-
guides/cambodia 

This website is dedicated the Cambodian 
Genocide. It gives a broad overview of the 
genocide that will helpful in giving me a basic 
understanding but also gives me links of other 
resources I could use. A broad overview like 
this is often useful as a starting point in 
research. 

[…]  
 
 
FQ: To what extent did Pol Pot’s actions and methods have an impact on Cambodian 
society? 
 
 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/daughter-of-a-nearly-executed-cambodian-refugee-becomes-gp-in-south-auckland/HDH3QRINW3Z7RPLDJVGDHZLW6A/#google_vignette
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/daughter-of-a-nearly-executed-cambodian-refugee-becomes-gp-in-south-auckland/HDH3QRINW3Z7RPLDJVGDHZLW6A/#google_vignette
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/daughter-of-a-nearly-executed-cambodian-refugee-becomes-gp-in-south-auckland/HDH3QRINW3Z7RPLDJVGDHZLW6A/#google_vignette
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/daughter-of-a-nearly-executed-cambodian-refugee-becomes-gp-in-south-auckland/HDH3QRINW3Z7RPLDJVGDHZLW6A/#google_vignette
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/daughter-of-a-nearly-executed-cambodian-refugee-becomes-gp-in-south-auckland/HDH3QRINW3Z7RPLDJVGDHZLW6A/#google_vignette
https://cla.umn.edu/chgs/holocaust-genocide-education/resource-guides/cambodia
https://cla.umn.edu/chgs/holocaust-genocide-education/resource-guides/cambodia
https://cla.umn.edu/chgs/holocaust-genocide-education/resource-guides/cambodia
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Source 1: Kiernan, Ben (2004). The Cambodian Genocide, 1975-1979. A Century of 
Genocide Critical Essays and Eyewitness Accounts. Samuel Totten et al, Ed. New York, 
Routledge: 338-373. 
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Annotation: 
This source  is a secondary source that is written by Ben Keirnen. It is a chapter from a book 
called, ‘Centuries of Genocide’ which was first published in 2012. Although this is a 
secondary source, it does contain primary sources such as quotes and photos from the time 
of the genocide. 
 
Because this author is American, it can only provide the American perspective, however they 
have made good attempts to include a range of perspectives. Having these primary sources 
included in this source, increases the reliability of the source by including the Cambodian 
perspective and the Cambodian perspective at the time. It provides deeper insight and 
information that we know is truthful, from eye witnesses of the genocide.  
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This source helps me answer my focus question as it gives statistical evidence into how Pol 
Pot's methods affected the population of Cambodia, specifically the ethnic groups and what 
methods Pol Pot used to get rid of them to create that classless society. This tells me how 
Pol Pot and his regime, religiously impacted the Cambodian society, but it also tells me that 
to an extent he did achieve his goals as it shows a great decline of Buddhist monks in the 
society, eradicating the religion to an extent from Cambodia which was one of his ultimate 
goals to creating the society he wanted.   
This source gives us further statistics that can show to what certain extent he achieved this 
goal. He says that ‘fewer than 2,000 of Cambodia’s 70,000 monks could be said to have 
survived.’ ( see highlight 3) Although that may be unreliable, a quote that is added to this 
source backs up what was written, saying “Monks have disappeared from 90 to 95 
percent…Monasteries…are largely abandoned” ( see highlight 4) 
This quote was produced in 1975, right in the first year of the genocide. This tells us that 
maybe one of Pol Pot's biggest goals was to get rid of Buddhism from Cambodia and that 
Pol Pot's methods worked to a high extent because it was eradicated so fast. 
 
 
Source 2: Dith Pran (Ed.). (1997). Children of Cambodia's Killing Fields: Memoirs by 
Survivors. Yale University Press 
 
 
 
 
.  
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[Two further pages were provided and annotated] 
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Annotation  
This source is a primary source that is a part of a book of people's personal experiences 
under the Khmer Rouge, the chapter is called Worms of our skin and recounts the memories 
of a woman named Teeda Butt Mam. 
 
This source gives a personal experience of a woman who was only 15 years old when the 
Khmer Rouge gained power. This source helps me answer my focus question because it 
gives a different perspective from someone who actually lived these experiences that the 
other sources have told me. This source gives me insight into what methods Pol Pot used to 
achieve his goals of creating specifically an agrarian society because this personal 
experience focuses on what happened in the rice and wheat fields during the Khmer Rouge.  
 
It tells me that Pol Pot used propaganda to evacuate people to the fields to start his work on 
creating an agrarian society. I know that this information is reliable because other sources 
say the same thing about people walking along the highways towards the fields and dying on 
the way. This source further explains how Pol Pot actually was able to achieve this and keep 
these methods going for so long. The information about how the regime prevented alliances 
forming by keeping his victims isolated, was also seen in Source 4. 
There are some limitations to this source. Everyone's experiences would be different from 
another's. This source only gives insight into one experience. This limits the information 
because it doesn't give me things like stats or other people saying the same things to back 
up what this author is saying. This source is only giving me insight into a tiny snippet of life 
under the Khmer Rouge compared to the bigger picture. This person could also have trauma 
from this life and may not be recounting things to what it was exactly which could make this 
source more unreliable, giving me misinformation or not enough information.  
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Source 3: Time magazine, 40 Years After the Fall of the Khmer Rouge, Cambodia Still 
Grapples With Pol Pot’s Brutal Legacy: https://time.com/5486460/pol-pot-cambodia-
1979/ accessed on15/4/2023 
 
 
 

 

https://time.com/5486460/pol-pot-cambodia-1979/
https://time.com/5486460/pol-pot-cambodia-1979/
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Annotation 
 
This is a secondary source which is an article from ‘time’. This source is created to inform 
about after the fall of the regime and how the regime affects Cambodia today. This source is 
relevant for my focus question because it goes into detail about the impact of Pol Pots 
actions and methods on Cambodias society both today and just after the fall of the genocide.  
 
This source gives information into what occurred after the fall of Pol Pot's regime and what 
legacy it has left on Cambodians society today. Because this source is a secondary point of 
view from a journalist. The journalist's name is Casey Quackenbush. She is based in New 
York. This will give us an American perspective which tells me that the Cambodian 
perspective will be missing. This may cause limitations to some information.  
This source helps me answer my focus question because it gives me an understanding of 
how the Khmer Rouge and Pol Pot still affect Cambodian society today, in a historical way. 
The fact that it's not normal to talk about their history or maybe it is fear that holds them 
back. Which overall tells me that Pol Pot still affects the people of Cambodia today in an 
emotional way. Another quote fro my 4th source can back this up saying, “ limited public 
information and lack of an open, nationwide dialogue about the past.” Because there are 
multiple sources that repeat similar information, it tells me that this source and what this 
source is saying is reliable.  
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Evaluation 

Some successes that I encountered during my research process were finding secondary 
sources that provided me with lots of statistics. For example, some of my sources provided 
me statistics and numbers on how the population of Cambodia  was impacted during and 
after the genocide. Specifically my first source which stated numbers of minority groups 
population and how they were impacted. For example it says, “of the 1975 population of 
425,000, only 200,000 Chinese survived the next four years.” This made my research 
process more successful as it provided more reliable information even if it was part of a 
secondary source. I found that because of this information being provided, I could also relate 
it back to other primary sources to check the reliability. For example, one of my secondary 
source (source 5) said, “if three people gathered or talked, they could be accused of being 
enemies and arrested or executed.” This was from my secondary source, and then one of my 
primary source, backs this up saying, “The Khmer Rouge built animosity and jealousy into 
them so the killings could be justified.” Being able to correlate these two sources to validate 
what they were both saying was a success I encountered during my research.  
 
Another successes was finding primary sources that were recollections of the genocide from 
eye witnesses the provided depth, emotional connection and evidence of the impact the 
genocide had. With using primary sources that are recollections from eye witnesses, there 
are some things we need to be cautious about. When people have gone through major 
events like this, there is a lot of trauma. This could affect their memories. Another limitation 
from using primary sources like these is that people may not feel comfortable/ may not want 
to re live and tell the story of the genocide. This could lead to missing information which 
could then lead to miss interpretation of the source. Therefore, when using sources like 
these, we need to take into consideration these limitations. We also need to be cautious with 
recollections of first hand experiences because what happened to one person, may not have 
happened to someone else. Primary sources like these only provide one perspective and 
may not take into account the Cambodian society's perspective as a whole.  
 
During my research process, after my first 3 sources I found it hard to find more sources that 
could provide me with more/ different information that would help me answer my focus 
question compared to what I had already annotated. For example, my first question that I had 
made first was “to what extent did Pol Pot's methods work to create an agrarian classless 
society?”  This focus question worked for me well for the first few sources as it allowed me to 
focus on what methods Pol Pot had used and if those methods seemed to have worked in 
this society today. As my research went on, I found that this question did not allow me to 
answer in depth and limited what I could answer and focus on when annotating my sources. 
I then changed my focus question to “to what extent did Pol Pot have an impact on 
Cambodian society?” The change of my focus question then allowed me to have a wider 
range of what I was focusing on and what I could include in my annotation. I found that this 
focus question allowed me to go more in depth into my source and be able focus on both 
how and to what extent Pol Pot achieved his aims but also allowed me to look at how his 
methods and his actions used during the genocide, affected cambodian society today and 
also how it affected Cambdoian society during the genocide.  
 
I was able to gain different perspectives, such as the Cambodian perspective, as well as 
different perspectives inside the Cambodian perspective, this was a strength of my research. 
Such as my 4th source which gave two opinions on the Khmer Rouge and their regime, one 
for it and one against it. For example, one of the perspectives is a woman named Mao 
Saroeum and she says, “He left us nothing but pain and family separation.” compared to the 
other perspective in this source which is a woman named Yong Moeun who says, “I know 
that he couldn't control everything and to identify all who were good and who was bad.”  
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Having my new focus question allowed me to look into both of these perspectives and look at 
how Pol Pot affected the society of Cambodia in different ways for each different person.  I 
found that lots of sources that i had come across were from the American perspective by 
american authors, who had only written their reports and books a long time after the 
genocide had actually happened. Because these perspectives seemed to always come from 
Americans, it created issues with reliability because I wasn't seeing much of the Cambodian 
perspective throughout my sources.  
 
Another strength that I found during my research was being able to get sources from the 
Auckland library which broadened my research because it allowed me to have access to 
sources that I would not have been able to find online, for free. For example my second 
source, which is a book called ‘Children of Cambodia’s Killing Fields’ by Dith Pran. This gave 
me insight into information and recollections that I would not have been able to find online. 
 
These strengths and weaknesses have effects on the validity of my findings.  
I found that I did not have enough primary sources. This is likely to impact the validity of my 
findings because it decreases the reliability of my research as a whole. Having secondary 
sources that were published long after the genocide would affect the reliability of that source 
in itself, and then having multiple of those types of sources could have a stronger impact on 
my research as a whole. For example, my first source was published in 2012, which is likely 
to impact the validity of the source and my research as a whole, because information can 
change overtime. Because multiple of my sources were secondary, they were all written by 
Americans which were portraying the American perspective. For example my first, fifth and 
even my 6th source (which is primary but still portraying the American perspective), all 
portraying the American perspective, written by Americans which is limiting the Cambodian 
perspective. Having Cambodian authors and Cambodian perspectives in my sources would 
have helped the validity of my research because it would increase the reliability to an extent, 
as it may have allowed deeper insight and information into the events and after events of the 
genocide, as well as provided a more personal level to the sources, again increasing the 
reliability.   
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


