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Grade: Achieved 

For Achieved, the student is required to engage with a variety of primary sources in a 
historical context.  
 
This involves selecting different types of primary sources for a focus question, 
identifying the relevance of the evidence to the question through source annotation, 
and identifying strengths or limitations of the sources (where appropriate).  
 
This student has selected five primary sources – two photographs, a newspaper 
article, a physical feature (the fountain), and a video clip with a Napier Earthquake 
survivor. An annotation has been provided that establishes how each source 
addresses the focus question, ‘What were the impacts of the Napier Earthquake on 
NZ History?’. The annotations make specific reference to the evidence in the source. 
 
The student has made a basic, but specific and relevant comment for most of the 
sources, assessing their value.  
 
The identified strengths have mostly focused on reliability, but in some instances 
comments have been made regarding the unique insight of the source. For example, 
how the newspaper article offered evidence pertaining to the impact on people, and 
not just the physical damage caused.  
 
The evidence contains an emerging understanding of source limitations. For 
example, a valid limitation has been identified for the ‘Spirit of Napier’ fountain.  
 
For Merit, the standard requires the main ideas of the evidence to be identified. For 
example, the physical, economic, personal, and cultural cost of the earthquake to 
Napier could have been more clearly elicited, and identified with further depth.  
 
The Merit criteria also require an explanation of strengths and limitations within the 
collection of sources. Greater depth, range, clarity, and specificity of the comments 
made could allow for a Merit judgement. For example, when discussing the 
limitations of the photographs, greater depth could be shown by explaining how 
these only show a snapshot of Napier, without evidence of how widespread the 
damage was or how the people of Napier were affected.  
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What were the impacts of the
Napier earthquake on NZ history?

I found this photo on the internet - date accessed
9/3/22 there is no date that tells us when this photo

was taken.
(https://teara.govt.nz/en/photograph/4549/napier-

after-the-1931-earthquake)

I chose this photo because it shows the
immediate impact of the earthquake and we

can see that lots of buildings in the CBD
have been destroyed and there is a lot of

debris around them you can tell that this is
Napier because of the Norfolk pine trees in
the background that still stand there today.
This photo was taken a few days after the

earthquake, it is a great photo because you
can see all of the damage that it has done to

all of the buildings.

The strengths of the source is mostly
reliable because you can see the trees in
the background and if you were to go to
Napier nowadays you will see the same

trees but they will be bigger however the
buildings will be different and more new.
If this source was in colour it could help
people understand where the photo is
really taken and what the buildings look

like nowadays
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I got this newspaper article from papers past 9/3/22
(https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT1

9310317.2.69?
items_per_page=10&page=2&query=napier+earthqu

ake&snippet=true) it’s from the Otago daily times
17th of March 1931.

It’s useful because it outlines the short term impacts of
the earthquake its not just in Hawkesbay its all

throughout new Zealand we can see that this much
money was needed for the whole rebuild, that

residents of Napier had to go to refugee camps in
Palmerston North and that Napier and hastings had

restrictions on people entering the city and they had to
get a new sewage system in Napier.

the strength is this source is mostly reliable because it
is a newspaper article and sometimes the words can
be muddled and mixed up and make it sound more

exaggerated and intense however this source contains
some really good answers to some people's questions
and gives us a good idea on what happened not just to

the buildings and people.

it is the largest natural disaster to take place in New Zealand.
When the quake struck on February 3 1931 it was to take 256

innocent lives and destroyed a lot of buildings through
earthquake damage and fire it was the children's first day back to
school after the Christmas summer holidays. It was a huge task to
rebuild the city after a huge blow and took a lot of time and effort
from everyone in the community. In this interview, he remembers
running home from school and has some vivid images etched in
his mind from his surroundings as well as a vivid smell he stated

he will never forget.

This resource would be reliable as he was a victim in the
earthquake and was there to see everything he remembers a

smell and lots of images that would help a reporter
researching for this I found the source helpful because he

could tell us what happed that it looked like as well as smell
which a bet none of us would have realised there was a smell

that was so bad. it really tells us how bad the earthquake
really was and we could imagine what it looked like as well.

I got the source from google however it was
on one news website 30/3/22

https:// www.1news.co.nz/2021/02/02/you -
dont -forget-it-napier-earthquake -survivor -
recalls-running -home-from -school-amid-

rubble -90-years-on/ this video was taken on
febuary 3 2021
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A d dalit t le  b ito f  b o d yt e x tThis photo is a statue/ fountain that is in Napier and it represents
how the time when the earthquake happened and how represents

the new town as making a new life. and represents the innocent lives
that were taken this would have a impact on napier as everytime

somone who was alive during the earthquake or had family in would
remind them of those times and rembeber those who lost their lifes.

it represents the rise form the earthquake and also the spirit of
napier.

I found this photo online and you can find it in
the NZ herald on, it was taken on 12 may 2018

and I found it on the 1/4/22

this source is reliable if you were to search up information
however it does not represent a specific person but it represents
the people of the earthquake and the rise of napier. The source
may notbe the most helpful to my question but it does represent

the earthquake and the people in which Ithink thatbis is really cool
how they havededitcated a statue to napier. the source is not bias
or propaganda the source does lack a bit of details as when you

search it up it only comes up with information as to why it is there.

This photo shows a few people in the middle of the road looking
around the town at broken buildings and people crying over their
houses turned into rubble it would be so hard to look at once a
beautiful happy town and loving people now dusty dirty smelling

bricks and wood, this earthquake has resulted in one of the
worst natural disasters in new Zealandstill to this day. just

imagine your house once with happy memories and loving family
now rubble and dust will all your belongings were basically gone

as well and maybe family members and pet injured.

the source would be helpful to use becauseyou can see the
surroundingsand you can see how small those people really

are and how much damage there really was around them
lots of the buildings that you can see in the picture you can't
really tell what part of Napier it is but if you really know your
stuff about Napier you could probably tell what part this is.

I found this image on google on 31/3/22 and it
didn't say when it was taken. but it wouldn't have

been far after the earthquake.
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source comparason summary anaylise
write about 100- 150 words maximum.

sources 1 and 2 are both similar because they are both about how the buildings
got destroyed and then rebuilt. source 1 shows all the damage that the earthquake
caused to the buildings and source 2 describes the rebuild and what they had to

do to get where we are now. these two sources are very significant because it
shows a before and after of what Napier used to be. another connection is

between sources 1 and 4 these two sources also deal with destroyed buildings. a
final connection that also deals with the rebuild of Napier can be found in sources

2 and 5. These relate to my focus question as this was a historical event that
happened in NZ history and have had many impacts that people still to this day

look back on, people come to visit Napier to celebrate art deco and to see all of the
historic buildings that have got new memories and new meaning.
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Grade: Merit 

For Merit, the student is required to interpret a variety of primary sources in a 
historical context. 
 
This involves selecting different sources that are appropriate to the chosen focus 
question, annotating these sources to identify the main ideas in the evidence, and 
explaining the strengths and limitations within the collection of sources (where 
appropriate). 
 
A variety of sources have been selected (3 photographs, a newspaper article, and a 
personal letter written at the time of the Hawkes Bay Earthquake). A specific and 
clear annotation that explains the relevance of the evidence to the focus question is 
provided. The annotations, in addition to the table provided in the final slide, identify 
some basic main ideas from the evidence.  
 
The strength of the main ideas has been somewhat restricted by the nature of the 
sources selected, and that the historical context chosen is a natural disaster. This 
narrows the discussion of main ideas to mostly physical impacts. 
 
There are sufficient instances within the collection of sources where the strengths 
and limitations of the evidence or source type have been explained. For example, the 
strength of source 4 and the limitations of source 1 clearly go beyond ‘identifying’, 
and meet the requirement to provide an explanation. 
 
For Excellence, connections are required to be made between the sources with 
reference to the main ideas. In the final slide, the student offers some basic 
discussion of the shared ideas, but these need further development for Excellence. 
 
The Excellence criteria also require reflection on the strengths and limitations across 
the collection of sources. For example, the extent to which the collection of sources 
provides sufficient evidence to answer the focus question, what gaps there are in the 
evidence provided, or whether a greater range of personal perspectives and 
experiences of the earthquake could have been beneficial.  

 

  



Exemplar for Internal Achievement Standard 92024 History Level 1 

© NZQA 2023  

 

 

 

  

 

 

PRI MARY SOURCE 1

Date accessed 13/4/2022

New Zealand. https://digitalnz.org/records/44008839/napier-before-1931-
earthquake

About Source and how it is relevant to theFocus Question:

This photograph shows some of Napier beforethe 1931 earthquake.
In the photo we can see lots of buildings such as Napier Technical
College which came down in the earthquake killing 10 people,
Methodist Free Church and Carlyle Street School. The photographer
is unknown but was probably taken fromMay Avenue area.
This source is relevant to my focusing question (what was the impact
of the Hawkes bay earthquake) because the photo shows what
Napier looked like beforethe earthquake hit Hawkes bay.

DiscussingStrengths and Weakness:

Some strengths of this source are that itis reliable because it
shows what Napier looked like beforethe 1931 earthquake. Because
the source is a photo, I do not get any facts fromit,but I did get some
fromthe photo descr iptionwhich states facts about what
happened, the source does not use propaganda and is not biased.
Some weaknesses of the source are that itis only one partof Napier,so
we do not know what the restof Hawkes bay looked like.Therewas very

Unknown. (24th, July 2020). Napier Before 1931 Earthquake. National Libraryoffew pictures of Hawkes bay beforethe earthquake, I also do not know
when the photo was taken (all we know is that the photo was taken
beforethe earthquake in 1931) I also do not know who took the photo.

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT
OF THE HAWKES BAY

1931 EARTHQUAKE?
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PRI MARY S OURCE 2

Date accessed18/3/2022
Nurses Home, NapierHospitalafterthe3 February1931 earthquake.(n.d.).

MTGHawkes Bay.https://collection.mtghawkesbay.com/objects/92891/nurses-

home-napier-hospital-after-the-3-february-1931-earthquakeke

About Source and how it is relevant to theFocus Question:

This photograph shows a tractorremoving the remainders of the nurse's
home in Napier afterthe 1931 earthquake.The photo was taken by
Arthur Bendigo Hurst,a photographer who lived in Napier at the time.
This source is relevant tomy focus question (What was the impact of
the Hawkes Bay 1931 earthquake?) because eight offduty nurses and
threeofficestaffdied in the nurse's home, and six were severely injured
when the building collapsed. This would have impacted the fr iendsand
family of the people who died,and the hospital would have been
understaffed when they needed all the help they could get.

DiscussingStrengths and Weakness:

Some strengths of this pr imarysource are that itis reliable because it
shows us some of what happened in Hawkes Bay after the 1931
Earthquake. The source itself does not use facts,but the descr iptionof
the photos tells us facts about what is happening in the photo, also the
source does not use propaganda and is not biased.
Some weaknesses of the source are that the picturewas taken at a
particular place in Napier,so we do not know what the restof Hawkes
bay looks like,but itdoes give us a rough idea of what happened. We
also do not know the exact date the photo was taken (whether itwas
straightafteror a week later.)
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Grade: Excellence 

 
For Excellence, the student needs to examine a variety of sources in a historical 
context.  
 
This involves selecting different sources appropriate to the focus question and then 
annotating these to establish their relevance and make connections between the 
main ideas identified. In addition, Excellence requires reflection on the strengths and 
limitations of the collection of sources.  
 
This student has selected a range of primary sources and clearly and specifically 
detailed how they are useful in answering the extent to which the Birmingham 
Campaign provoked violence.  
 
The main ideas are clearly identified (state sanctioned violence, physical violence, 
white backlash, segregation, different experiences/attitudes between the Northern 
and Southern states), and (as required for Excellence) connections are made 
between them. For example, the student cross references ideas between sources 3 
and 1, and sources 4 and 5. 
 
In the final paragraph, the student provides a summative reflection of some of the 
strengths and limitations of the collected sources. For example, the way in which the 
sources work together to address the focus question, and the missing perspectives 
or experiences of those who were injured which are not captured by any of the 
selected sources.  
 
However, this aspect of the Excellence criteria was also met though the annotations. 
For example, when the student identifies limitations of a source (source 4) and 
references a different selected source (source 5), to show how together they are 
useful in providing a more complete answer to the focusing question.  
 
In other instances, the student cross-references between two sources to show how 
the evidence corroborates, counters, or expands on an idea. This is the type of 
comment that shows a reflection of the strengths and limitations across the collection 
of sources.    
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Focus question:  
To what extent did the Birmingham Campaign ‘Project C’ provoke violence? 
 
Source 1 - A photograph from the Civil Rights Movement Archive  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This photograph shows a man using high-pressure fire hoses against five student protesters. From the impact 
spray of the water and the way they are blocking their faces, we know that this is a very violent and dangerous 
situation. We can tell that the man is a fireman by his hat and the clear B.D.F lettering on his back, standing for 
‘Birmingham Fire Department’.  
 
The strengths of this photograph comes from the fact that it is a visual display of violence showing that the 
Birmingham Government was willing enough and did bring out violent tools against protesters. The photograph 
is also an in-action shot which is useful when combined with other sources to more comprehensively explain 
what happened.  
 
The limitations of this photograph comes from the lack of detailed information. We don’t know if this was the 
worst extent of the violence that was provoked or what exactly was happening at the time of this photograph. 
For a better understanding, we would have to look into other sources from the time that support this 
photograph. E.g. A newspaper article (like source 5), a speech about the event, or diary entries from people 

https://www.crmvet.org/index.html
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who were there. This photograph was most likely created by a reporter who wanted this display of violence to 
gain international media attention which would back up the campaign. The Birmingham Government would 
never want this kind of photo on their reputational record. In this way, there is some bias to this photograph 
simply because of its creation.  
 
 
Source 2 - A speech 
 

Governor Geroge Wallace speech at inauguration as Governor of Alabama Jan 14 1963 
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/speeches-african-american-history/1963-
george-wallace-segregation-now-segregation-forever/ 

This speech was created by Governor Geroge Wallace at his inauguration as the Governor of Alabama on 
January 14th, 1963. This speech was created because Governor Geroge Wallace wanted to preach his ideal 
of a segregated society. He compares the idea of segregation to the political system with its separate parties, 
saying how these parties all work apart but still contribute to the wider community. He raises fear and 
resentment of liberalism and Black people within the White people of Alabama by saying how they seek to take 
power away from White people and how they would have to live their lives being pushed around by the 
“international colored majority.” 
 
The strengths of this speech is the very strong perspective it comes from, it gives us insight into the thought 
path the segregationists were working under. This is useful when trying to paint a larger picture of an event and 
when trying to understand intentions behind further actions by the segregationists.  
This speech answers my focus question in a more non-conventional way. Because this was an inauguration 
speech for all of Alabama, it must have let White extremists gain confidence to come out more openly because 
now their new governor was on their side. So when the Birmingham Campaign started four months later, these 
extremists would have been more willing to use violence against the campaign because of the lingering effect 
of this speech.  
The limitations of this speech come from the way it’s documented in a written form. We do not have the 
information that comes with facial expressions, body language or tone of voice, therefore speeches like these 
are very easy to misinterpret true intentions behind the words. Also, the fact that it only provides a single 
perspective is in itself limited, providing little accurate information to use in a summary of an event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/speeches-african-american-history/1963-george-wallace-segregation-now-segregation-forever/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/speeches-african-american-history/1963-george-wallace-segregation-now-segregation-forever/
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Source 3 - FBI document  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This document was created on the 16th 
of September, 1963 and it addresses the 

bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham Alabama. It was created by the FBI.  
This document answers my focus question directly as it tells us that the Birmingham campaign provoked such 
violence to the extent of a severe church bombing, killing and injuring a significant number of people. It also 
tells us that the Birmingham Campaign provoked such a strong sense of violence that even four months after 
the original campaign, extreme acts of violence like this one were still being committed.  
 
The strengths of this source are the fact that it is a legal, purely informative document by the FBI, making it 
reliable and with no bias. There is no way of misinterpreting the meaning of any part of the text because it has 
not been overlaid with any personal perspective; it is only factual.  
 
There is one exception however, that makes this document just a little bit less reliable. The reported opinion 
from the Birmingham fire marshal should not be taken as fact, because if we think back to source one, 
governing bodies like firemen were set to be violent towards them even. Therefore, by asking the fire marshal 
his opinion, he could have been downplaying the amount of damage done by this bombing because of his bias. 
To find out the actual amount of damage caused we would have to find papers regarding the investigation that 
the FBI promised at the end of this document.  
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Source 4 - Two photographs 

A 17-year-old Civil Rights demonstrator is attacked by a police dog in Birmingham, Ala., on 
May 3, 1963. This image led the front page of the next day's New York Times. 

 
These photographs show a 17 year old nonviolent student protester being repeatedly attacked by police dogs, 
while police officers passively hold onto the leash of the dogs. They aren’t trying to stop the situation, instead, 
they seem to be enabling it. 
 
These photos were taken by a journalist as they ended up on the front page of the next day’s New York Times, 
which is a typically liberal broadsheet newspaper. Therefore, the intention behind the creation of these 
photographs, being to showcase the brutality of the police on non-violent protesters, is fundamentally biased.  
 
The strengths of this source are that it is useful in telling us what kind of news the general public in the North 
was receiving about the Birmingham Campaign. It shows us the kind of imagery they were receiving which 
would shape their perspective on the situation. It also answers my focus question directly, showing that the 
Birmingham Campaign provoked violence from governing bodies like the police to such an extent that the 
pictures showcasing it led the front page of the next day’s New York Times. Source 1 helps to strengthen and 
support this main idea.  
 
The limitations of these photographs are that based on them, you can only guess at what was going on. 
Furthermore, although these photographs imply that violence in the form of police dogs were used against 
Black protesters, we still cannot be sure that this wasn’t a one-time situation. To be sure, we should combine 
these photographs with a source like source 5.  
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Source 5 - Article from the New York Times  

 
Published: May 4, 1963  

Copyright © The New York Times 
 

 
 
 

 



Exemplar for Internal Achievement Standard 92024 History Level 1 

© NZQA 2023  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a front-page article from the New York Times published on May 4th, 1963. This article reports on 
violence used in the form of dogs and horses against Black people in Birmingham, which, when used in 
conjunction with source 1 and 4, provides a pretty useful secondary source recounting of the event. It also 
gives us information on the arrests, what happened during the protest, injuries and future plans.  
 
The strengths of this source are that it quotes many different people on the situation, from MLK to Mayor 
Boutwell, it gives us the different perspectives and attitudes of different people regarding the event. Another 
strength of a source like this is that since New York is generally considered to be a more Northern state, we 
get to see what the people there were consuming in terms of content about the Birmingham Campaign and 
commotion in the South.  
 
This source is not entirely reliable, even though it is supposed to be a work of documentation. It says that it 
was created by one person called Foster Haily, which leads to the possibility that he could’ve inserted his bias 
into this article. There is dramatic and emotionally provoking language in this article in order to sell more copies 
and make this piece more interesting to read.  

 “There was an ugly overtone to the events today that was not present yesterday.” 
“The full force of the water was then turned on them, and several were knocked sprawling. It was then 
that several bricks and bottles came hurtling from the roof of a building…” 
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Summary 
These five sources, although they vary in reliability and informational value, are all very useful when used 
together to try and create an overview of an event. They are all useful in showing a variety of perspectives 
through a variety of time frames, either before, during, or as a consequence of the Birmingham Campaign. 
However, with only these five sources, there are some limitations. Such as the possibility of bias from 
supposedly unbiased sources. Furthermore, the lack of any primary sources that come directly from the people 
who were injured is a pretty big missing perspective that would be super useful for a more accurate picture. 
These five sources are useful in showing us details on specific incidents of violence, implying things here and 
there. But, they still leave gaps that need to be filled with a collection of a lot more sources.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


