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TAINUI WAKA
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE TAINUI

WAKA TO TŪPUNA MĀORI AND TO IWI TODAY .

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Our Tūpuna Māori waka:
How did the waka come to Aotearoa? (In YOUR OWN WORDS briefly describe the
Pūrākau of Hoturoa and Tainui):

The first ever ancestor to arrive to Aotearoa from Hawaiki was Kupe. He had travelled out of
Hawaiki around 950 AD, set sail in a waka called Maataa-hourua and discovered the land he
had named Aotearoa. Upon his arrival back to Hawaiki, he had shared stories about the land
he had found and that story was passed down which had sparked an interest from the later
descendants and inspired them to explore this land named Aotearoa. In 1350AD, Hawaiki was
going through a rough �me so a leader named Hotorua and his people had decided to set sail
for Aotearoa using Kupe’s instruc�ons. They built a canoe themselves and it took a long �me
for the waka to be built. When it was finally finished, it was named Tainui by one of Hoturoa’s
wives.
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