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Grade: Merit 

For Merit, the student needs to explain human-induced change within the Earth 
system.  
 
This involves using science ideas to explain how the change affects the Earth 
system. 
 
This student has explained how soil without trees and their roots can lead to both 
flooding and droughts. Effects on the geosphere and hydrosphere are explained. 
The student has also included several pieces of data to indicate how significant the 
human induced change is across Aotearoa. 
 
For Excellence, the student could discuss the scientific implications of a human 
induced change by analysing how effects in a sphere may link to affects in other 
sphere(s).  
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