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Grade: Achieved 
For Achieved, the student needs to demonstrate understanding of how a significant 
narrative relates to a religious or spiritual tradition.  
 
This involves describing the origin or context of the significant narrative. This could 
include details of how the narrative was written and by who, when and where it was 
written, and who the intended audience was. More than one key message from 
within the significant narrative needs to be described. Use of relevant examples are 
required in the description of the key messages.   
 
This student has described the origin of Luke’s Gospel, and also the context at the 
time of writing regarding the roles of women. Two key messages from Luke’s Gospel 
have been identified and described using relevant examples from the narrative. The 
key messages described are Jesus’ treatment of women, and salvation.   
 
For Merit, the student could have explained how each of these key messages 
connect to a religious tradition. For example, the student could have used Catholic 
Social Teaching on Human Dignity to connect the message of Jesus’ treatment of 
women to the Catholic Tradition. Evidence from the Catholic catechism could have 
been used to further support this explanation. 
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The narrative I have chosen to discuss is the Gospel of Luke. The gospel was written by a 
physician called Luke roughly 85 C.E. in Antioch, Hungry. Luke wrote his gospel with the 
intention of helping a lost man named Theophilus find the faith of Jesus. Through his 
gospel, Luke tells us in detail(compared to the other gospels) the origins, birth, ministry, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ; making it the largest gospel in the bible. 

 
During the first century when women were minimalized, Luke portrayed them as good 
examples of the early Christian church. At this time people saw Jesus Christ as a man of 
salvation through his good news of God. 
Luke wrote his gospel in order to show us how women had respect and dignity from Jesus, 
and not just them but the people could turn to Jesus for salvation. 

 
The key message I have taken from the dignity and respect for women is that Jesus saw 
them as equals and they should be treated the same as any other man. This can be 
indicated in Ch 4:38-39 where it says, “Jesus healed Simon Peter’s mother-in-law.”1. I 
believe this relates to Luke talking highly about women throughout his gospel because 
they felt like outsiders and Jesus made them feel equal because other people would look 
down on them. This tells us that Luke was willing to write from a woman's perspective and 
tell their stories because Luke himself knew the feeling of being an outsider. Two reasons 
that explain this connection are Jesus’s journey to the cross and how he had women’s 
support, and how it was a Catholic core belief that God created humans to be in perfect 
union with God and each other. This also relates to Te Mana o te Tangata, Human Dignity, 
and how we must understand each other. My evidence for this is in the bible, Luke 8:2-3 
“Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and the many other women who followed Jesus were not passive; 
rather they actively and materially supported him in his ministry.”2 

 
The key message I have taken from Jesus salvation through his good news of God is 
throughout the gospel salvation is applied through parables and scriptures that relate to 
forgiveness and the anointing of the sick. This is indicated in Ch 4:40 where Jesus says, “At 
sunset, all who had people sick with various diseases brought them to him. He laid his 
hands on each of them and cured them.”3 I believe this relates to He Whakaaro Nui mo te 
Hunga Rawakore(Protecting those in need) because, throughout the bible in every gospel, 
Jesus takes care of the people in need. Two examples of this are Ch 2:30-32, Simeon 
affirms this message when he says “For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of 
your people Israel”.4 The second example is Manaakitanga (Kindness) that Jesus showed 
to everyone. My evidence for this is when Jesus healed 10 men with Leprosy. When 
everyone had given up on them Jesus healed them showing us that he had a kindness for 
everyone, especially the sick. 

 
In conclusion, in Lukes's gospel, you can see that Jesus made sure everyone felt equal 
even if they were women, or the deathly sick. He wanted them to know that he was their 
salvation and that he had dignity and respect for everyone single one of them. 
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1 Class Scaffold 
 

2 Church of Jesus Christ 
3 BibleGateway 
4 BibleGateway 

 
 
 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/liahona/2022/03/08_the-women-who-followed-jesus-from-galilee?lang=eng
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204%3A40&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A30-32&version=NIV
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Grade: Merit 
For Merit, the student needs to explain how a significant narrative relates to a 
religious or spiritual tradition.   
 
This involves describing the origin or context of a chosen significant narrative, and 
describing more than one key message from within the narrative. An explanation for 
how key messages from a significant narrative connect to a religious or spiritual 
tradition is required. For example, this could include an explanation of how a key 
message from a narrative is reflected in ethical teachings from within the tradition. 
This explanation would be supported with relevant evidence. 
 
This student has described the origin and context of Luke’s Gospel, and identified 
and described more than one key message contained within this narrative. The key 
messages described are Jesus’ unconditional love for all, and the treatment of 
women. The student has explained how each message connects to the Catholic 
Tradition, and used relevant evidence to support their explanation. For example, they 
have connected Jesus’ unconditional love for all to the Catholic Social Teaching on 
Preferential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable.  
 
For Excellence, the student could have discussed how the identified key messages 
could be applied to the Catholic Tradition. For example, by discussing how 
supporting the work of Caritas applies the Teaching on Preferential Option for the 
Poor and Vulnerable. 
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The narrative I have chosen to discuss is The Gospel of Luke in the Christian Bible. The 
religious tradition I will be focusing on is the Catholic Faith. The Gospel of Luke was written 
by Luke, and was written between 85 - 90 AD. The Gospel of Luke was written for the 
purpose to prove that Jesus came to save all people from everywhere, and that he truly 
loved us all. Luke’s target audience were Gentiles, and specifically Theophilus. 
  
The first key message I have identified from the narrative is that Jesus loves everyone 
unconditionally, no matter what. This is indicated in Chapter 7 Verses 36-50 where Jesus 
reclaims The Sinful Woman and says “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” I believe this 
relates to the Catholic Faith because Jesus tells us to forgive others, no matter their sins. We 
see this in chapter 6 of The Gospel of Luke, 
“ Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven”. ( Luke 6:37). Jesus’s message of loving everyone 
unconditionally relates to the Christian belief of “Loving your neighbour as yourself ”( Mark 
12:31) . 
Jesus taught us to be loving and forgiving, especially to those deemed outcasts in society. 
The message of caring for those less fortunate is seen in the verse ‘The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor’(Luke 4:18a, NIV). 
This message connects to the Catholic Faith as we look after those who are outcasts, or not 
welcomed by society, we live and help as Jesus would have wanted us to. This key message 
applies to the Catholic Social Teaching (CST) preferential option for the poor and vulnerable. 
As Catholics, we strive to live like Jesus did by feeling the need to think of those most 
vulnerable first, and putting others before ourselves. We see this as Pope Francis said 'The 
measure of the greatness of a society is found in the way it treats those most in need, those 
who have nothing apart from their poverty!' 
(Pope Francis, July 26, 2013) 
  
  

My second message I have identified from the narrative is that Jesus loves women, and this 
is heavily highlighted in the Gospel of Luke. The Gospel of Luke mentions women almost as 
many times as Matthew and Mark combined. Luke goes out of his way to highlight the 
ministry of women.We see this as the birth narrative of both John the Baptist and Jesus are 
told from the women’s perspective. . Luke highlights that women have a role in society, and 
they should be valued. The Gospel of Luke highlights that it was women who followed Jesus 
from the courthouse to his crucifixion. We see this through the scripture ‘But all who knew 
him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching 
these things’( Luke 23:49). These women had immense love for Jesus, and truly supported 
his ministry, just like Mary, the mother of Jesus. Jesus loved Mary, just like how he loved all 
women. This key message applies to our values as Catholics, and what it means to be 
Catholic. As Catholics, we believe in Jesus, and all that he achieved in his short time on 
Earth. We try to live out Jesus’s values, and show love to women, and all. Mary is a prime 
example of a woman of faith. She had true faith in God, and his plan for her. By standing with 
Jesus up until the hour of his death, the women showed their immense love for him. We see 
this through the quote ‘The women who had come with him from Galilee followed along and 
observed the tomb and how his body was placed. Then they returned and prepared spices 
and perfumes. And they rested on the sabbath according to the commandment’ ( Luke 
23:55-56). This message connects to the Catholic Faith as Jesus showed these women the 
love they deserved, and in return they showed the same. This relates to the Catholic belief 
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that the church honours all people of great faith including women, especially Mary the mother 
of Jesus. Luke also wrote parables that featured women specifically, such as the parable of 
the Lost Coin, and the Persistent Widow. In the parable of the Lost Coin, a woman loses a 
coin, and searches desperately to find it. The coin symbolises a sinner, and the woman is 
God, working hard to turn the sinner's life around. This is shown in the line ‘there is rejoicing 
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents’ (Luke 15- 8-10). The key 
message of loving women connects also to my other key message, of forgiving and loving 
all, no matter what. Pope Francis highlights this message in his Encyclical ‘Fratelli Tutti’ 
when he talks about fraternal love in our society today. We see this when he says ‘ Fraternal 
love means caring for every man and woman, young and old with the same care as the 
Good Samaritan’. Pope Francis wants us to break down these walls that separate us, and to 
see our brothers and sisters as a part of ‘one single global family’. 
  
Reference: 
The Sinful Woman :Bible Gateway Chapter 6: Unity - Bible ( Chapter 6 Luke) 
Love your neighbour as yourself Mark - Bible Gateway Caring for the less fortunate Bible 
Gateway 
Preferential option for the poor and vulnerable: Preferential Option (CST) Women following 
Jesus from Court to Crucifix The Gospel of Luke (1 hour) Women observing the tomb Quote 
The Gospel of Luke (1 hour) 
Notes Gospel of Luke ( Notes) 
Parables in Luke The Gospel of Luke (1 hour)  and Gospel of Luke ( Notes) Pope Francis 
Fratelli Tutti Pope Francis Fratelli Tutti 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Luke%207%3A50
https://www.unity.org/bible-interpretations/luke-637-do-not-judge-and-you-will-not-be-judged
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Matthew%2022%3A39
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204%3A18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204%3A18&version=NIV
https://www.caritas.org.nz/catholic-social-teaching/preferential-option-for-the-poor-and-vulnerable
https://classroom.google.com/w/NTg4MTE0NzM3OTE3/t/all
https://classroom.google.com/w/NTg4MTE0NzM3OTE3/t/all
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VUre7cawEmEPAHwUM7KXNANi9B-7LFPTdtSOq15KKC0/edit
https://classroom.google.com/w/NTg4MTE0NzM3OTE3/t/all
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VUre7cawEmEPAHwUM7KXNANi9B-7LFPTdtSOq15KKC0/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWpoIo3mlgk
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Grade: Excellence 
For Excellence, the student needs to examine how a significant narrative relates to a 
religious or spiritual tradition. 
 
This involves describing the origin or context of a significant narrative, and then 
describing more than one key message contained within this narrative. Providing 
reasons for how the key messages connect to a religious or spiritual tradition is 
required, followed by a discussion of how these messages are applied within a 
religious or spiritual tradition. Use of relevant evidence is required to develop the 
examination. 
 
This student has described the origin and context of Matthew’s Gospel alongside a 
description of two key messages from this narrative: forgiveness, and care for the 
poor and vulnerable. The student has provided reasons for how each key message 
connects to the Catholic Tradition, then applied both messages to the Catholic 
Tradition itself. For example, forgiveness has been applied to the restorative practice 
in schools today, and care for the poor and vulnerable has been applied through 
supporting Caritas and the Hospice movement. The student has used relevant 
evidence to develop their discussion. 
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