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Exemplar for Internal Achievement Standard 

Science Level 1 
 

This exemplar supports assessment against: 

Achievement Standard 91920 

Demonstrate understanding of a science-informed response to a local 
issue 

 

An annotated exemplar is a sample of student evidence, with a commentary, to explain 
key aspects of the standard. It assists teachers to make assessment judgements at the 
grade. 
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Grade: Merit 

For Merit, the student needs to explain a science-informed response to a local issue.  
 
This involves explaining: 

• the science-informed response to the issue 
• the science idea that informs the science perspective 
• another perspective relevant to the issue.  

Students must show understanding of tiakitanga in the context of responsible 
science practice, as outlined in Explanatory Note 2. 
 
This student has explained a possible solution for removing plastics from the ocean. 
They have explained the general structure of plastics and polymers. A perspective of 
Pacific Island people was also explained. 
 
For Excellence, the student could discuss the importance of the science informed 
response and the other perspective.  
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Grade: Excellence 

For Excellence, the student needs to analyse a science-informed response to a local 
issue.  
 
This involves discussing the importance of the science-informed perspective and the 
other perspective in the science-informed response to the issue.  
 
This student’s discussion builds on the explanations of the key science idea of 
indicator species, and the science-informed response of planting along the 
waterway.  
 
The student discusses the importance of their solution along with other perspectives, 
most notably the Māori value of tiakitanga.  
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