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Testing which method of holding up my foldable desk is the most stable and versatile. 
II am investigating the method of using hinges to connect the legs 
to the table and allow it to fold up and down when necessary. This 
method does work very well and would be fit for purpose with no 
hidden problems. This method allows the legs of my table to be 
folded and let out whenever necessary without any complications, 
The only issue I could think of concerns is it a complex technique. 
It would suit both the intended environment and the identified issue 
as it would help provide a solution to my issue plus also fit in with 
my bedroom aesthetic 

 

 
Testing another method to hold up my table. to ensure it is fit for 
purpose. Although this method does in fact work in terms of 
holding the desk up and folding back down it is too bulky. It 
would take up too much room under the desk, it would also take 
up too much wall space when folded out. The panels needed for 
this are too big and there is no way to make the panels smaller, 
as the smaller they are the less stable it becomes. This method 
does not suit the environment or the specifications as it would 
not allow the desk to be as small as possible and it would take 
up too much wall space. It would also be unappealing and not 
suit the user’s aesthetic 

Stakeholder feedback: When this technique is done to a high 
technical standard, I think it could be very good. This technique is 
also not so obvious and would allow the product to be more 
simplistic to suit the aesthetic you are after – minimalist. 

Stakeholder feedback: This technique is also good but might 
mess with the seating of the desk as it looks like it will stick out 
too far into the space required for your legs. It might also not be 
best when looking at the design as it would not be 
accommodating for the back shelf and the legs that would also 
be needed, If the desk was going to be wall mounted it could 
look very good. 

 

 

 

 

Student 3: Low Merit 
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Part Material Social context 
Environmental factor 

Physical context 
(what are the properties) 

Advantages and disadvantages Will I use it? Why? 
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This wood matched my 
environment as well as 
being suitable for NZ’s 
environment as it is 
sustainable 

Radiata pine is a plain wood without 
any additional layering or stacking to 
hold it together. It is 18mm wide and 
comes in many different sizes and 
lengths. Radiata pine is very strong 
and durable wood that is relatively 
easy to work with and cuts well. 

Radiata pine is sustainable 
and produced in an 
environmentally friendly way. 
When producing the product, 
Radiata pine is easy to work 
with in terms of cutting, 
sanding and moulding. The 
only disadvantage of using 
Radiata  pine is the fact that it 
is easy to dent and scratch 
and can be easily damaged. 

I will be using this wood as it is very 
malleable and easy to work with. Radiata 
pine works well in the school workshop 
with the available tools. It also creates a 
nice finish to the product with its grain. 
It suits the environment , other 
furniture. It will reside in. 
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In terms of the surrounding 
environment, plywood 
would have the constraint 
of not matching the 
physical environment to 
how I would like it. The 
multi colour aspect of the 
wood would throw off the 
colour scheme I am trying 
to create. I am trying to 
create a product that is one 
colour and authentic in 
appearance. 

Plywood can come in any size in 
terms of length and width but in 
terms of thickness in 18mm. Plywood 
has been designed with the 
crossover technique of layering 
thinner pieces to create 
The larger wood. This technology 
allows for added strength while 
remaining relatively thin. Plywood is 
also very easy to cut and sand to 
needed size while also being easy to 
work with as it is lightweight. 

The edges of the wood give 
off a sort of messy feel and 
can be more difficult to cut 
than other wood I have used. 
It comes in many different 
sizes that would match the 
sort of product I’m making. It 
also claims to be sustainable 
and have a low impact on the 
environment. 

I will be using plywood for my tabletop 
as it contains a grain that allows for big 
quantities of parts to not to warp. It is 
also very easy to work with in the 
workshop. It finishes cleanly and is very 
strong. 

 
 

 


